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(57) Abstract: A contrast medium
characterized in that each of individual
carbon nanohorns constituting a carbon
nanohorn aggregate at its side wall
or forefront has an opening, and
that metal M (the metal M is at least
one member selected from among
paramagnetic metals, ferromagnetic
metals and superparamagnetic metals)
or a compound of the metal M is
incorporated or dispersed in the interior
or on the surface of each of the carbon
nanohorns. There is provided a contrast
medium characterized by containing a
Gd oxide. The provided contrast medium
when used as a contrast medium for MRI
satisfies the requirement of low toxicity,
enables diagnosis of minute region
and facilitates mass synthesis. Further,
there is provided a contrast medium
characterized by consisting of a carbon
nanohorn aggregate.
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