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[57] ABSTRACT

' . . . .
The carrier is for use with lenses, for still cameras, of

the type having mounting ends releasably securable in
a lens mount on the camera. The carrier is an annular
member formed with a pair of coaxial and axially
spaced threaded recesses extending in opposite direc-
tions from a central diametric plane, and respective
lens mounts are threadedly engaged in each recess for
securement of a respective interchangeable camera
lens therein. The lens mount may be threaded for
threaded engagement with a lens or may have a bayo-
net-type joint for engagement with a corresponding
bayonet-type joint on the lens. The annular member
has an imperforate diaphragm or partition extending
thereacross at its central plane providing dust-proof
mounting for the lens mounts. A pair of apertured lugs
are threaded into the annylar member at diametrically
opposite points to receive snap hooks on the ends of a
neck strap for supporting the carrier.

7 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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CARRIER FOR INTERCHANGEABLE CAMERA
LENSES

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to photographic equipment
and, more particularly, to a novel and improved carrier
for suspended support of interchangeable lenses for
still cameras. .

Many still cameras are  arranged to have different
lenses interchangeably secured thereto by engagement
in lens mounts on the cameras. The engagement may
be a threaded engagement or may be a bayonect-type
joint engagement. The extra lenses for use with a still
camera must be carried by the photographer, generally
in a case or the like, along with a substantial amount of
other photographic equipment such as-film, exposure
meters, flash equipment, light filters and the like.

Because of the amount of equipment that must be
carried by the average photographer using a still cam-
era, and particularly a professional photographer, there
is a need for a simple inexpensive means for readily car-
rying interchangeable. lenses in a' dust-proof manner.
The usual gadget bags for carrying photographic acces-
sories are of a large and bulky nature, and are not par-
ticularly efficient in providing the photographer with
ready access to interchangeable lenses and the like
stored in such gadget bags.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, a simple,
improved and dust-proof carrier for interchangeable
lenses for still cameras is provided in the form of an an-
nular member or ring having a pair of coaxial and axi-
ally spaced threaded recesses extending in opposite di-
rections from a simple diametric plane and separated
by an imperforate diaphragm or partition. These reces-
ses are threaded to receive the male threads of a pair
of lens mounts, which thus may be screwed into the an-
nular member. The lens mounts may have female
threads for receiving the male threads on an inter-
changeable lens, or may have bayonet-type latching ar-
rangements for cooperation with corresponding bayo-
net joints on an interchangeable lens.

A pair of apertured lugs are threaded into the annular
member at diametrically opposite points, so that a neck
strap may be disengageably secured to these lugs for
suspending the lens carrier around the neck of the pho-
tographer, for example. For example, the neck strap
may be adjustable in length and may have snap fasten-
ers at its ends engageable in the apertured lugs.

An object of the invention is to provide an improved
carrier for interchangeable lenses for still cameras.

Another object of the invention is to provide such a
carrier which may be readily suspended about the neck
of a photographer.

A further object of the invention is to provide such
a carrier in the form of an annular member arranged to
have a pair of lens mounts threaded into opposite ends
thereof for receiving a pair of interchangeable lenses.

Still other objects and advantages of the invention
will in part be obvious and will in part be apparent from
the specification.

The invention accordingly comprises an article of
manufacture possessing the features, properties and the
relation of elements which will be exemplified in the
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article hereinafter described, and the scope of the in-
vention will be indicated in the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
is had to the following description taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a carrier embodying
the invention and having a pair of interchangeable still
camera lenses secured therein;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view illustrating the
carrier and the associated lens mounts;

FIG. 3 is a diametrical sectional view through the car-
rier, :

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a lens mount having
a female thread for engagement with male threads on
an interchangeable lens; and

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a lens mount having
a bayonet joint for cooperation with a bayonet joint on
the end of an interchangeable lens.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1, a lens support embodying the in-
vention is illustrated as comprising an annular carrier
10 having a pair of lens mounts 25 threaded thereinto
and each supporting a respective lens 30A or 30B. A
neck strap 20 is secured to lugs on carrier 10 for sus-
pended support of the carrier and the lenses, strap 20
constituting a suspension means for the carrier.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, carrier 10 is an annular
member having a pair of threaded recesses 11 which
are coaxial and axially spaced, and extend in opposite
directions from a central diametric plane of annular
member 10. At this diametric plane, annular member
10 is formed with an imperforate partition or dia-
phragm 15 separating recesses 11 from each other.
Carrier member 10 is also formed with a pair of diamet-
rically opposite threaded recesses 12 each arranged to
have a lug 13 screwed thereinto, the lugs 13 being pro-
vided with the rings 14 for cooperation with the snaps
22 on the opposite ends of the neck strap 20 which has
a buckle 21 for adjustment of its length.

Each of the threaded recesses 11 is arranged to have
threaded thereinto the male threaded end 26 of a re-
spective lens mount 25, each lens mount having a
knurled ring 27. As stated, the lens mounts are ar-
ranged to have interchangeably engaged therein inter-
changeable lenses for a still camera, such as the inter-
changeable lenses 30A and 30B.

In some cameras, the interchangeable lenses have
threaded male ends for engagement in a lens mount
and, for this purpose, the lens mount, such as the
mount 25A of FIG. 4, is provided with a female thread
24 for threading thereinto of the male thread on a lens
mount. In other cameras, the interchangeable lenses
are interchangeably secured in lens mounts by virtue of
a bayonet joint. For this purpose, a lens mount, such as
the lens mount 25B, shown in FIG. §, is provided with
a bayonet-type slot or joint 28.

It will thus be seen that a very simple suspension
mount for interchangeable lenses, for still cameras, is
provided by the annular member 10 having the parti-
tion 15 which, when a lens mount 25 is threaded into
a recess 11, forms a dustproof seal for the lens mount.
When the device is suspended around the neck of a
photographer by means of the strap 20, it is very easy
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for the photographer to remove or insert an inter-
changeable lens 30A or 30B into a lens mount 25,

which either may be a lens mount of the type shown at -

25A in FIG. 4 or a lens mount of the type shown at 25B
in FIG. 5. The device is simple, inexpensive, and effi-
cient in operation.

It will thus be seen that the object set forth above,
among those made apparent from the preceding de-
scription, are efficiently attained and, since certain
changes may be made in the above article without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention, it is
intended that all matter contained in the above descrip-
tion and shown in the accompanying drawing shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A carrier for interchangeable lenses, for still cam-
eras, of the type having mounting ends releasably se-
curable in a lens mount on a camera, comprising, in
combination, an annular member formed with a pair of
coaxial axially spaced threaded recesses extending in
opposite directions from a central diametric plane of
said member; a respective lens mount threadedly en-
gaged in each recess for securement of a respective in-

" terchangeable lens therein; a neck strap; and means se-
curing the ends of said neck strap to said annular mem-
ber for suspended support of said annular member.

2. A carrier for interchangeable lenses, as claimed in
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claim 1, in which said annular member is formed with
an imperforate partition extending diametrically there-
across between said threaded recesses.

3. A carrier for interchangeable lenses, as claimed in
claim 1, in which said carrier is formed with a pair of
diametrically opposite threaded recesses; and respec-
tive threaded apertured lugs threaded into said reces-
ses; said neck strap having ends engageable with said
lugs.

4. A carrier for interchangeable lenses, as claimed in
claim 3, in which said neck strap is adjustable in length
and has snaps at its opposite ends for cooperation with
said lugs. :

5. A carrier for interchangeable lenses, as claimed in
claim 1, in which at least one of said lens mounts has
a threaded recess for engagement with a threaded
mounting end on an interchangeable lens.

6. A carrier for interchangeable lenses, as claimed in
claim 1, in which at least one of said lens mounts has
a recess formed with a bayonet slot for engagement
with a bayonet lug on the mounting end of an inter-
changeable lens.

7. A carrier for interchangeable lenses, as claimed in
claim 1, in which the external diameter of said annular
member is substantially equal to the external diameter

of said lens mounts.
* * * * *



