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(57) Abstract: A blender (1) has a frame (2). A number of raw material
storage bins (3) are mounted at a top of the frame (2). Suspended on the
frame (2) beneath the raw material storage bins (3) is a weigh hopper (4).
Mounted beneath the weigh hopper (4) on the frame (2) is a mixing chamber
(5) for reception of materials to be blended from the weigh hopper (4). A
mixer, in this case provided by a mixing screw (6), is provided at a bottom
of the mixing chamber (50) for blending materials within the mixing cham-
ber prior to discharge of blended materials through a material outlet (7) at a
bottom of the mixing chamber (5). The material outlet (7) discharges blen-
ded material into a material discharge pipe (8) and through an outlet duct (9)
having a flanged end (10) for mounting the blender (1) on a processing line
such as a plastics extruder. The mixing chamber (5) is mounted on a canti-
levered support platform (12) on a base plate (140) of the frame (2) and co-
operates with a load cell (15) mounted on the base plate (14) to provide a
measurement of the weight of the mixing chamber and materials therein to
determine the weight of the materials within the mixing chamber.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-5, 19

A blender including a weigher for weighing the mixing
chamber wherein the weigher is connected to a controller
operable to control a related process, and a mixing screw
with a pair of mixing blades of opposite pitch.

1.1. claims: 1-5

A blender including a weigher for weighing the mixing
chamber wherein the weigher is connected to a controller
operable to control a related process.

1.2. claim: 19

A blender including a weigher for weighing the mixing
chamber and a mixing screw with a pair of mixing blades of
opposite pitch.

2. claims: 6, 7, 20

A blender including a weigher for weighing the mixing
chamber wherein the mixing chamber is mounted on a
cantilevered support platform.

3. claims: 8-18

A blender including a weigher for weighing the mixing
chamber wherein the outlet of the mixing chamber is provided
with a baffle to regulate the flow of blended materials.

4. claims: 21-31

A blender including a discharge pipe provided at its outlet
which is provided with a baffle to regulate the flow of
blended materials.
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