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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Roserr K. Wirz, citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of
Tlinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Tluminating Devices;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in

-the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same. ,

This invention relates to improvements n
illuminating devices and more particularly
to a device for illuminating show windows
and display signs therefor.

The invention consists in the features of
construction and combinations of parts here-
inafter fully described and particularly
claimed. '

The principal object of my invention is to
provide a simple and efficient device which
will simultaneously serve two purposes,
namely, to illuminate a show window for the
purpose of displaying the goods therein and
at the same time to ilfuminate the sign dis-

posed in the show window. The invention.

resides particularly in certain details of con-
struction which will more fully appear from
the following specification.

In the accompanying drawings illus-
trating the invention: Figure —1— is a per-
spective view of an illuminating device em-
bodying my invention. Fig. —2— is a ver-
tical transverse section of the same taken at
a point between the ends thereof. Fig. —3—
is a fragmentary detail front elevation of
the device. Fig. —4— is a fragmentary de-
tail sectional view on the line 4—4 of Fig.
-3, Fig. —5— is a bottom plan view of
the device partly broken away and showing
certain parts in section. Fig. —6— is a de-
tail perspective view of 4 reflector retaining
piate employed.

The device comprises a housing having a
top, a front and a rear wall 1, 2 and 8 re-
spectively, all formed from a single piece of
sheet metal, the walls 2 and 3 constituting
side edge flanges of the top wall 1. "The
front wall 2 is adapted to be vertically dis-
posed and the top wall 1 and rear wall 8 are
chsposed at an angle to eich other and to
stid front wall. The rear wall is of less
depth than the front wall, the housing being
open at its lower end and the width of the
opening being greater than the width of said
top wall 1. Said front wall 2'is provided

with a large rectangular opening behind
which a pane 4 of glass is adapted to be dis-
posed. The lower edge of said front wall 2
and of the rear wall 3 are bent over in-
wardly to form troughs 5 and 6 respectively,
in which the lower edge of the pane 4 and
the similar edge of a reflector 7 are adapted
to be received and held. The upper edges
of the pane 4 and reflector 7 respectively, are
adapted to be engaged between the walls 2
and 3 respectively, and the edge flanges 8
and 9 respectively, of a plate 10, shown in
detaill in Fig. —6—. The top wall is
equipped at intervals on its upper face with
lamp sockets 11 in which the ends of in-
candescent lamps 12 are adapted to be en-
gaged, there being openings in the top wall
1 for the passage of the lamp plugs. The
said plates 10 are disposed at intervals be-
tween the lamps 12 and are adapted to be
beld in place together with regectors 13
adapted to be received between the flanges
8 and 9 by means of flanges 14 of a very soft
fiexible material suitably secured to the
plates 15 secured to the top wall 2 by means
of screws or bolts 16, as shown. The said
flanges 14 thus serve to hold the reflectors 13
and the plates 10 in place and by engage-
ment of the flanges 8 and 9 of the latter with
the pane 4 and reflector 7 respectively, the
said parts are also held in place, as will be
obvious.

The ends of the pane 4 and reflector 7
are suitably engaged by means of the flanges
of angle plates 17 and 18 respectively, one
flange of each of which is screwed or bolted
to an end wall 19 of the lamp housing. The
angle plates 17 and 18 and a similar plate 20
disposed therebetween are all composed of
a single continuous strip having incisions
in one of its flanges and bent along its other
flange at points flush with said incisions, the
portion 20 of said strips being adapted to
hold the ends of the endmost reflectors 13 in
place. The end walls 19 of the housing are
suitably secured -to the walls 1, 2 and 3
along the meeting edges of said parts.

The lamp sockets 11 are adapted to be
covered by a removable channel plate 21,
the flanges of which rest on the outer face
of the top wall 1 and which are secured in
place by means of the angle plates 22
each of which has two end flanges

93 secured by bolts or rivets to the side

flanges of the channel 21 aund each of
which is further provided with a flange 24
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adapted to be secured by a bolt 25 to an
end wall 19 of the housing. Said channel
member 21 may be easily removed for pur-
poses of inspecting the connection between
the lamp sockets 11 and the source of cur-
rent, or for making said connections, by re-
moving said bolts 25. :
Secured to the lower edge of the front
wall 2is a channeled strip.26 which passes un-
derneath the lower wall of the overturned

flange 5 and is secured to the latter, the said -

strip 26 thus affording a support and guide
for the transparent plates 27 bearing letters
of the alphabet or other characters consti-
tuting a sign. Thelatter are engaged at their
upper ends between the upper end portion
of the front wall 2 and a substantially W-
shaped plate 28 having one flange secured
to the top wall 1 and affording an off-set
portion having a flange 29 parallel with the
front wall 1 and between which and the lat-
ter the upper edges of said plates 27 are re-
ceived. The said channeled strip 26 is pro-
vided in its lower wall, or preferably ad-
jacent one end thereof, with a longitudinal

slot through which the plates 27 may be in- |

serted and removed, the said slot being bor-
dered by oppositely disposed L -shaped
flanges 30 on which a member 31 is slidable,
the latter being provided on its side edges
with overturned flanges 32 in which the
flanges 30 are adapted to be received and
the middle portion of which is of inverted
U-shape and is adapted to support one of
said plates 26. Said member 31 constitutes
a gate for closing the slot. The length of

the latter is preferably substantially equal:

to the length of one of said plates 27 so
that all of the latter may be consecutively
inserted therethrough and then moved lon-
gitudinally in the guides adapted to receive
the same. The sald plates are prevented
from leaving the ends of the guide-ways in
which they are adapted to be received by
the end plates or stops 33 which may be suit-
ably secured to the end walls 19 of the hous-
ing or the edges of the front wall 2 there-
of or may be integral with the latter.

The device is'simple and efficient and af-
fords the advantage of being capable of be-
ing knocked down for purposes of shipment
and repair and affords the furthe: advan-
tage of enabling different signs tc be dis-
played thereon at different times. It may
be disposed either in the top of a show win-
dow so that the incandescent lamps 12 serve
not only to illuminate the sign but also'to
illuminate the window or if desired it may
be disposed in inverted position in the bot-
tom of a show window and similarly illumi-
nate the latter.

The device may also be used in connec-
tion with advertising sign boards-and simi-
lar places for the purpose of illuminating
advertising matter displayed on .the sign

1,081,846

and render particularly prominent such’

matter as may be most desirable.

T claim as my invention:

1. A device of the kind specified compris-
ing a housing having divergent front and
rear walls and a top wall angularly dis-
posed relatively to and meeting the upper
edges of both said walls, said front wall
having a transparent pane disposed in an
opening therein, incandescent lamp sockets
mounted on the top wall, incandescent lamps
engaging in said sockets through openings
in said top wall, reflectors mounted upon

the latter between -contiguous openings

therein, and a reflector mounted upon said
rear wall. :

2. A device of the kind specified com-
prising a housing having divergent front

and rear walls and a top wall angularly

disposed relatively to and meeting the up-
per edges of both said walls, said front wall
having a transparent pane disposed in an
opening therein, incandescent lamp sockets
mounted on the top wall, a hood removably
mounted on said top wall and covering said
sockets, incandescent lamps engaging in said
sockets through openings in said top wall,
reflectors mounted upon the latter between
contiguous openings therein, and a reflector
mounted upon said rear wall.

3. A device of the kind specified com-

prising a housing having divergent front

and rear walls and a top wall angularly dis-
posed relatively to and meeting the upper
edges of both said walls, said front wall
having a transparent pane disposed in an
opening therein, incandescent lamp sockets

‘mounted on the top wall, incandescent lamps

engaging in said sockets through openings
in said top wall, reflectors mounted upon
the latter between contiguous openings
therein, a reflector mounted upon said rear
wall, said reflector on said rear wall adapt-
ed to reflect some of the rays of light from
said lamps upon said front wall and the
remainder thereof substantially parallel
with said wall, and said reflectors on said
top wall adapted to reflect the rays from
said lamps divergently from the open end
of the housing.

4. In an illuminating device, a housing
having lamps disposed therein, and means
for removably securing reflectors to a wall
of the housing, comprising flexible plates
secured to said wall, the edge portions of
said plates being free and adapted to be

‘bent by hand, and reflector plates alternated

with said flexible plates and adapted to be
supported by the edge portions thereof when

‘the latter are bent to overlap the edges of

said reflector plates.

5. A- device of the kind specified com-
prising a housing having divergent front
and rear walls and a top wall angularly dis-

posed relatively to and meeting the upper
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edges of both said walls, said front wall
having a transparent pane disposed in an
opening therein, channels in the outer edges
of said front and rear walls, the channel
in said front wall adapted to receive an edge
of said pane, a reflector for said rear wall
having one edge engaged in the channel
thereof, and plates each having divergent
side-edge flanges removably secured to the
inner face of the top wall, the respective
flanges of said plate parallel with the front
and rear walls respectively and engaging
said pane and reflector plate respectively
along the edge portions opposite those en-
gaged in said channels for holding the same
in place.

6. A device of the kind specified com-
prising a housing having divergent front
and rear walls and a top wall angularly
disposed relatively to and meeting the upper
edges of both said walls, said front wall
having a transparent pane disposed in an
opening therein, channels in the outer edges
of said front and rear walls, the channel in

said front wall adapted to receive an edge

of said pane, a reflector. for said rear wall
haying one edge engaged In the channel

2]

thereof, plates each having divergent side-
edge flanges removably secired to the inner
face of the top wall, the respective flanges
of said plate parallel with the front and
rear walls respectively and engaging said
pane and reflector plate respectively along
the edge portions opposite those engaged in
said channels for holding the same in place,
reflectors mounted within said channeled

- plates and engaging the flanges thereof for

preventing their lateral movement relatively
to said plates, and plates, of a flexible metal
mounted on the top wall of the housing
between said plates and of greater width
than the spaces separating the latter, the
end portions of said flexible plates adapted
to be bent over upon the end portions of
said reflectors for holding the same in con-
tact with said plates and securing the latter
to said upper wall of said housing.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
' ROBERT K. WITZ.
Witnesses:
Ruoporpn Wu. Lotz,
M. M. Boyiz.
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