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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HIRAM. B. PHILLIPS, of 

Palestine, in the county of Anderson and State 
of Texas, have invented a new and Improved 
Hoop-Eastening for Buckets, Barrels, and other 
Articles, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to hold the 

hoops on buckets, barrels, kegs, and other like 
vessels in an effective manner and to prevent 
them from dropping off when the vessel dries 
and shrinks. -- 
The invention consists of a metal strap pro 

vided with side tongues and having its ends 
bent around the upper and lower hoops and 
the side tongues bent around the intermediate 
My invention further consists of certain de 

tails of construction, as hereinafter more fully 
set forth, and pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification, in 
which similar letters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the figures. , 

Figure l is a perspective view of a pail pro 
vided with my improved hoop-fastening. Fig. 
2 is a perspective view of another pail, show 
ing a modified construction of the upper end 
of the hoop-fastening. Fig. 3 is a perspective 
view of a bail provided with my improved tie 
strap, to which a bail-is attached. Fig. 4 is 
a perspective view of a barrel provided with 
my improved hoop-fastening. 
The simplest construction of my improved 

hoop-fastening consists in a metal strap, A 
crossing or passing under the hoops B and 
having the upper end bent over the uppermost 
hoop B and the lower end bent up under the 
lowest hoop B, as shown in Fig. 4. The 
middle hoops are secured by making slanting 
cuts in the side edge of the strap A and bend 
ing the tongues C thus formed under or over 

the middle hoops, as is also shown in Fig. 4. 
As shown in Fig. 1 the upper end of the strap . 
is turned down to form a loop or eye for a 
handle E, and, as shown in Fig. 2, a loop, F, 
for one end of a swinging handle, G, is formed 
by the bent and lapped upper end of the strap 
A, and the other end of the handle fits into a 
separate handle-loop, H, attached to the bail 
or bucket. The strap crosses the hoops and 
holds each in place, so that if the barrel, 
bucket, tub, &c., shrinks the hoops cannot fall 
off. This is of great importance, for hereto 
fore it has been customary to drive the hoops 
of shrunken vessels up very tight, and when 
the vessels begin to swell they burst the hoops 
and the vessels are destroyed. 
This hoop-fastening is applicable to any bar 

rel, keg, pail, or other like vessel, regardless 
of the number of hoops. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination, with the hoops B of a 
barrel, keg, or other vessel, of a metal strap, 
A provided with side tongues, C, and having 
the ends bent over the upper and lower hoops, 
and having the tongues C bent over the inter 
mediate or middle hoops, substantially as 
herein shown and described, and for the pur 
pose set forth. • 

2. The combination, with the hoops B of a 
bucket, of a metal strap, A, having its lower 
end and tongues bent over the hoops B, and 
having its upper end bent to form a loop for 
the handle or bail of the pail, tub, or bucket, 
substantially as herein shown and described, 
and for the purpose set forth. 

EIIRAM. B. PHILLIPS. 
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C. C. EveRETT, 
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