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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM ~PCTASA/ 21

This International Searching Authority found multiple {groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-12

A method for producing a multicrystalline silicon ingot, the
method comprising

loading polycrystalline silicon into a crucible te form a
silicon charge; _

heating the silicon charge to a temperature above about the
melting temperature of the charge to form a silicon melt;
bringing a seed crystal into contact with the silicon melt;
and

pulling a silicon ingot up from the silicon melt, including
controlling growth conditions of the ingot to produce a
muTticrystalline silicon ingot.

2. claims: 13-36

A method for growing a silicon ingot in an ingot puller, the
method comprising

loading polycrystalline silicon into a crucible to form a
silicon charge;

heating the silicon charge to a temperature above about the
melting temperature of the charge to form a silicon melt;
bringing at least two seed crystals into contact with the
silicon melt; and

pulling a silicon ingot up from the silicon melt.

3. claims: 37-39

A method for cropping a cylindrical ingot having a constant
diameter portion, a circumference, a center and a radius
extending from the center to the circumference, the method
comprising:

forming four central ingot segments, wherein the diagonal
length of the cross-section of each of the ingots is about
the radius of the ingot:

forming four peripheral ingot segments from a portion of the
ingot that is adjacent two of the central ingot segments.

4. claims: 40-105

A pulling assembly constructed for holding a plurality of
seed crystals for pulling a growing ingot upward from a
silicon melt, the pulling assembly comprising a chuck and a
plurality of seed crystals connected to the chuck; and an
ingot puller comprising the pulling assembly.

5. claims: 106-141
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An ingot puller for growing a silicon ingot from a silicon
melt, the ingot puller comprising a pulling mechanism for
pulling a growing ingot upward from a silicon melt held
within a crucible, the puliing mechanism comprising a.
pulling assembly that includes a mounting bracket that is
circutar in shape or has at least two legs.
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