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7o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Gustav A. OsTERND, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Os-
trander, in the county of Fillmore and State
of dMinnescta, have invented a new and use-
tul Pitchfork Attachment, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to an attachment
for piteh forks, ’

The object of the invention is to provide
a simply constructed and readily applied
means for converting a pitch fork into a

“combined scraper and scoop and vice versa,

the operation being accomplished without
necessitating any handling of the attach-
ment by the user, and which will adapt a
pitch fork to be used for scraping or clean-

ing the floors of stables, barns, granaries or |

ware houses, or as a snow shovel for clean-
ing side-walks, the device being simple in
construction, efficient and durable in use; and
easy to manufacture, and being held assem-
bled with the pitch fork wholly by frie-
tional contact with the tines thereof, there-
by dispensing with the necessity of locking
mechanism for the purpose, such as is usu-
ally employed in connection with shovel at-
tachments.

With the above and other objects in view,
as will appear as the nature of the invention
i Dbetter understood, the same consists in
the novel construction and combination of
parts in an attachment for pitch forks, as
will be hereinafter fully described, and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawing forming a
pazt of this specification, and in which like
characters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts, Figure 1 is a view in plan display-
ing a pitch fork equipped with the attach-
ment of the present invention. Fig. 2 is a
view in side elevation showing the position
of the attachment when employed asa scoop.
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but dis-
playing the attachment in section. Fig. 4
18 a view similar to Figs. 2 and 3, but show-
ing the position of the attachment when
used as a scraper, and Fig. 5 is a longitudi-
nal sectional view through the attachment,
taken on the line 5—5 of Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings, F designates,
generally, a pitch fork, which may be of the
usual or any preferred construction and
therefore needs no further description. In
the fork illustrated the tines are shown as
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flat, but it is to be understood that the at-
tachment is equally adapted for use in con-
nection with cne having cylindriecal tines
and as this will readily be apparent detailed
illustration thereof is therefore omitted.

The invention resides in an attachment
that is designed at will to convert the fork
into a combined scoop and scraper, so as
to adapt it for use in shoveling snow, grain
or the like, or for scraping the floors of a
barn or granary.

The attachment compriges a stiff blade 1
which is made of heavy sheet metal, and has
one edge 2 deflected at an angle to the plane
of the blade to constitute a scoop, when the
attachment is positioned as shown in Figs.
2 and 3, or a scraper when positioned as
shown in Fig. 4. Secured to one side of the
blade is a keeper 8 which is constructed
from a length of resilient metal of less
length and width than the blade and is held
assembled therewith by a plurality of rivets
4, the spaces between the rivets defining
sockets 5, into which are inserted the points
of the tines, and which are held assembled
with the attachment wholly by frictional
contact between them and the opposed walls
of the blade and the sockets, 1t being evident
that in use there will be a tendency con-
stantly to tighten the connection between
the parts, so that accidental disconnection
is positively prevented. (lenerally, the
sockets will be of a size to limit the inser-
tion of the tines, but to insure this feature
should the sockets be too large, the points
of the tines will ride against the inclined
edge and thus be held from further move-
ment outward.

The sockets 5 are formed by corrugating
the plate 8, the corrngations being promi-
nent at the inner ends and merging to a
point at the outer ends. Thus, should the
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points of the tines be forced outwardly the -

plate 8 is raised at its outer end to securely
clamp the tines, and should the tines be
forced outwardly to project beyond the plate
3 they will strike the deflected edge of the
plate 1 and thereby bind against the same.

When the attachment is positioned as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the pitch fork may
be used as a scoop and by reversing the po-
sition of the fork, it may be used as a
scraper, or, as shown in Fig. 5, the position
of the attachment may be reversed for the
same purpose.
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As stated, it is one of the objects of the in-
vention to render it unnecessary to handle
the attachment in assembling it with the
tines of the fork and to secure the latter
result, it will only be necessary to place the
deflected edge of the blade against a wall or
other abutment and then insert the tines into
the sockets and by striking a blow upon the
edge, the attachment will be properly posi-
tioned.

As will be obvious, the frictional contact
between the parts will not be of such char-

acter as to present resistance to removal so

that the detachment of the device may read-
ily be accomplished.

The improvements herein described, while
simple in character will be found thoroughly
practical for the purposes designed and will
coact in the production of a highly efficient
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and useful device to be used in barms, or
other places where it will be found available.

What T claim is:

An attachment engageable with the point-
ed ends of the tines of a pitch fork, com-
prising a blade having one edge deflected at
an angle to the plane of the blade, and a
plate secured thereto and corrugated to form
a plurality of sockets, the angled portion of
said blade being so disposed with relation to
the said plate as to frictionally bind the ends
of the tines introduced in the said sockets.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture 1n the presence of two witnesses.

GUSTAV A. OSTERND.
Witnesses:

H. O. Larson;
Lzra M. Larsow.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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