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2 Claims. 

The present invention relates generally to sig 
nal devices and more particularly to signal de 
vices of the general nature adapted to be carried 
upon the person, bearing in mind the present 
danger to which pedestrians are constantly sub 
jected in Walking along and across streets and 
roadways, parallel with and at right angles to 
Vehicular traffic. It is a well known fact that 
many more or less fatal and certainly painful and 
unfortunate accidents constantly occur, especially 
during the night season, by reason of the pres 
ence of pedestrians on roadways and streets walk 
ing with or against, and crossing vehicular traffic, 
due to the fact that even with the efficient head 
lights with which vehicles are equipped, it often 
happens that a pedestrian appears within the 
effective view of the motorist only at the last 
minute when it is too late to avoid an accident. 
Many proposals have been made with the object 
of offsetting these disadvantages and preventing 
Such accidents and among these proposals it is 
probable the most frequent have been the use of 
reflective signal members or devices to be carried 
by the pedestrian. There are however certain 
disadvantages to the use of such signals and up 
to the present at least it has been found diffi 
cult to overcome the disadvantage that the ordi 
nary reflective signals either require the use of 
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the hands of the pedestrian when the hands are 
needed for other purposes or are so positioned on 
the pedestrian' that any substantial change in his 
direction of movement obscures the signal de 
vices from view. 

It is therefore one of the primary objects of 
this invention to provide a simple and inexpen 
sive Signal device capable of being carried in the 
pocket when not in use, and easily and quickly 
placed and adjusted in effective position where 
its use is desirable. 
A further object is the provision of such a de 

vice which is at the same time readily shiftable 
upon the person of the user to easily and con 
veniently assume different positions wherein it 
will be similarly effective when the user is walk 
ing either parallel with, or at right angles to, 
vehicular traffic. 
A still further object is the provision of a sim 

ple, cheap and effective device in which a pair of 
reflective signal elements may be employed to 
drape on the person in any manner adapting the 
same to effective use, and may be placed or dis 
placed with ease and facility with provision for 
easy adjustment to persons of different sizes. 

In the accompanying drawing which illustrates 

(C. 88-80). 
the present invention and forms a part of the 
Specification 

Figure 1 is a side view showing the practical 
application of the invention as it will be used on 
a pedestrian proceeding parallel to vehicular traf 
fic. 

Figure 2 is a front view showing the improved 
Signal device as it will be used on a pedestrian 
proceeding at right angles to commercial traffic. 

Figure 3 is a view showing possible use of the 
Signal device in the hand. 

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of the im 
proved signal device removed. 

isigure 5 is a detail view of one of the signal 
elements looking at its obverse face, and 

Figure 6 is a detail vertical Sectional view taken 
through one of the signal devices substantially on 
line 6-6 of Figure 5, and somewhat enlarged. 

Referring now to these figures, the invention 
proposes a signal device, the essentials of which 
are a pair of signal members 0 and which 
may be of identical form, and Which are Supported 
in substantially Spaced apart and relatively ad 
justable relation by a flexible strand 12, so that 
they may be draped across the shoulders of a 
user of the device and suspended at the chest 
and back of the latter when proceeding parallel 
to vehicular traffic as indicated in Figure 1 or at 
the upper portions of the arms when proceeding 
at right angles to vehicular traffic as indicated 
in Figure 2. 

Obviously the signal elements in the position 
of Figure Will show both to the front and the 
rear of the user while as positioned in Figure 2 
they will be shown at both sides of the user. 

For the above purposes the strand f2, which 
may for convenience and comfort be of the na 
ture of a narrow substantially flexible tape and 
the like, is of endless form so that it constitutes 
a flexible Supporting loop for the two signal ele 
ments, which loop may be readily passed down 
Wardly over the head of the user so that portions 
of the loop engage the shoulders in either of the 
above described positions whereby the two signal 
elements are conveniently and comfortably dis 
played Without necessitating the use of the hands 
other than to place and displace the same or shift 
them from One position to the other in the event 
the direction in which the user is proceeding is 
changed with respect to the direction of vehicular 
traffic. 

Each of the signal elements 0 and prefer 
ably consists of a reflective signal disk 3 having 
a shouldered peripheral portion 4 engaged in 
overlapping relation by the inner edge of a flat 
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confining ring 5. The other peripheral edge of 
this ring 15 is overlapped by the forwardly flanged 
peripheral edge 6 of a back plate 7 which may 
be either used of and by itself or in connection 
with an overlying facing 8 of colored Celluloid 
or transparent Celluloid or equivalent material 
over a printed label. 
The ring 5 which serves to confine the signal 

disk 3 against the back plate 7 is preferably 
provided with a pair of adjacently located aper 
tures 9 and through these apertures the strand 
2 of the flexible supporting loop is loosely ex 
tended so that the two signal elements are thus 
movable on the strand relative to one another 
around the loop. Obviously then the loop may 
be made in the first instance to conveniently 
support the two signal elements in the manner 
previously described, upon a person of maximum 
proportions and if there is necessity for adjust 
ment to properly and conveniently fit a smaller 
person, the strand f2 forming the loop may be 
reduced in length by tying in a portion thereof 
and then by shifting one of the signal members 
on the strand relative to the other the two Sig 
nal members may be easily and quickly reposi 
tioned at diametrically opposite points of the 
loop of reduced circumference. -- 
Since the two signal elements of the above 

construction may be formed quite thin and sub 
stantially flat and since they are connected 
merely by means of a flexible member, they may 
in use be placed back to back and by Wrapping 
the flexible supporting connection thereof around 
them, they may be held in connection with one 
another in such position against danger of dis 
placement and at the same time a Conveniently 
Small bundle is formed capable of being readily 
carried in the pocket, the wrapping of the flexi 
ble supporting member therearound serving the 
additional function of protecting the OutWardly 
facing signal disks f3 from Scratching and marr 
ing against other objects in the pocket. 

Obviously also in some instances, wherever 
necessary or desirable, the signal elements may 
be carried in the hand by placing the Same in 
back to back relation and grasping the flexible 

2,155,342 
connecting strand 2 in the hands as shown in 
Figure 3, to serve a further function such for in 
stance as a movable signal capable of use if it is 
desired to signal the stopping of a vehicle for 
example a taxicab. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A signal device comprising a pair of signal 

supporting elements, a pair of reflective Signal 
disks, each of said supporting elements having 
a portion at the front face thereof engaging and 
holding its respective signal disk, and a support 
ing connection for said elements consisting of an 
endless flexible strand in the form of a loop 
adapted to be extended downwardly over the 
head of the user and draped across the user's 
shoulders, said supporting connection consisting 
of a light, flexible material and being also adapt 
ed to be carried in the hand and to be effective 
ly reduced in circumference by tying in selective 
lengths thereof, the said strand being threaded 
loosely through apertures formed in the said 
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front disk-holding portions of the supporting ele 
ments whereby the said elements may be dis 
posed diametrically opposite one another on the 
loop and Will present unobstructed rear surfaces 
for disposal against the chest and back or upper 
arms of the user for effective positioning when 
the user is walking parallel with or at right 
angles to, vehicular traffic. 

2. A signal device comprising an endless flexi 
ble strand forming a loop adapted to be extended 
down Wardly over the head of the user and to be 
draped across the user's Shoulders, and a pair 
of signal supporting elements, each consisting of 
a generally flat frame having front and rear 
walls, and a reflective signal disk mounted in the 
front Wall of the frame, each frame presenting 
a smooth unobstructed rear surface and having 
adjacently located openings in its front wall at 
a point between its signal disk and the edge of 
the frame, through which the said strand form 
ing the loop is loosely threaded to permit shifting 
of the signal Supporting elements around the 
loop. 

WALACE J. wOLF. 
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