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This invention: relates to breeches construction,
and more particularly to a construction for
breeches of that type variously known as riding
breeches, sport breeches, military breeches, hik-
ing breeches, and the like, wherein the knee por-
tion of the breeches leg is arranged to fit snugly
ahout the knee of the wearer and the breeches leg
terminates in & sleeve-like member, known as the
calf portion, arranged for manual closing to a
snug fit about the calf of the wearer, and has as
an object to provide an jmproved construction
for the knee portion of such breeches, whereby a
smooth, snug and pleasing fit of such knee por-
tion can be had with enhanced ease and comfort
on the part of the wearer.

A further object of the invention i{s to provide
an improved construction for the knee portion of
breeches, which construction greatly facilitates
alteration of the knee and calf portions of such
breeches for adjustment thereof to an exact and
pleasing fit on a given wearer.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved breeches construction wherethrough
free and unlimited knee action of the wearer may
be had.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved breeches construction wherethrough
binding and cramping of the breeches knee por-
tion about the flexed knee of & wearer is elimi-
nated.

A further object of the ihvention is to provide
an improved breeches construction operable to re-
lieve the excessive strains to which knee por-
tions of conventionally-constructed breeches are
commonly subjected.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an improved breeches construction applicable to
either custom-made or ready-to-wear garments,
which is readily incorporated during manufacture
of the garment, and which is, in use, efficient to
the ends set forth.

My invention consists in the construction, ar-
rangement and combination of elements here-
inafter set forth, pointed out in my claim and
illustrated by the accompanying drawing, in
which— '

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of the knee and calf
portions of a breeches leg constructed in accord-
ance with the principles of my invention. Figure
9 is an elevation of the showing of Figure 1
turned inside out. Figure 3 isan elevation of the
elements shown in Figure 1 as altered for adjust-
ment of fit. PFigure 4 is an elevation similar to
igure 2 and jllustrating & modified arrangement
of the improvement. PFigure 5 is an elevation
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similar to Figure 3 illustrating an altered condi-
tion of the modification gecording o Figure 4.
Figure 6 is an glevation similar to Figure 1 il-
lustrating a still further modified arrangement of
the invention. Tigure 7 is a cross section, on an
enlarged scale, through the knee portion of &
breeches leg constructed according to the show-
ing of Figure 1. TFigure 8 is a Cross section simi-
lar to Figure 7 taken through the calf portion of
a breeches leg constructed according to the show-
ing of Figure 4.,

In the manufacture of knee-fitting breeches, it
js conventional practice to form the thigh and
knee portions of each breeches leg of suitably
shaped front and rear panels interconnected by
means of inner and outer side seams, the knee
portion terminating in & straight edge just below
the knee position of a wearer and peing secured
along its lower margin to the terminal calf por-
tion of the garment, which latter is usually pro-
vided with a longitudinal-opening arranged for
manual closing after the garment has bheen
donned, lacings, suitably arranged buttons and
buttonholes, and slide fasteners, being variously
employed to effect closure of the garment calf
portion. With such ' a construction, - & smooth,
snug fit of the garment knee portion can be had
through suitable cut. of the front and rear panels
and adjustment thereof at the interconnecting
seams during manufacture, but such & fit permits
of no fullness or slack in the knee portion and
results in binding and cramping of the wearer’s
knee and excessive strains on the knee portion
fabric of the garment when the knee is flexed.
When the garment is cut for comfort and relief
of the strains just above mentioned, the fuliness
necessarily left in the knee portion of the garment
destroys any semblance of a smooth, snug fit
there. Conventional breeches construction nor-
mally provides a jongitudinal pack seam in the
calf portion of the garment where alterations for
adjustment in calf size can be had, but no provi-
sion other than the side seams, which are nor-
mally welted, finished, or covered with overlies,
is made for adjustable alteration of the knee por-
tion.

In the construction of the improvement as
shown in Figures 1, 2, 3'and 7, the usual rear
panel of a conventional breeches construction is
indicated by
ably tapered to a knee portion {¢’ and secured
by means of stitching indicated at i1 to a con-
ventional breeches calf portion i2, which latter
is provided with the usual alterable back seam
13 and is preferably bound or otherwise finished
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at its lower margin as indicated at 14. The seam
It is designed to come just below the knee of
the wearer, so that the knee portion of the gar-
ment is formeq by the lower bortions of the front
and rear banels, In giving effect to my improve-
ment, g longitudina] slit 15, vertical in respect
formed in the bortion
and extends from the
lower margin of said portion 10’ across the hormal
knee portion of the garment, said slit breferably
aligning with the back seam 13 of the calf por-
tion 12 so as to appear as g continuation of said
seam 13. Marging of the slit 15 gre suitably fin-
ished or inturned ang stitched to opposite par-
allel edges of an insert pane] 16, which latter is
folded and Positioned to form a box plait in back-

the insert panel {8, thus securely fastening the
upper end of said banel i6 to the rear panel {8 of
the garment, The lower end of the slit {§ and
insert panel 16 is open brior to attachment of
the calf portion 12, the seam 11 interconnecting

the knee portion

convenient adjustment in breeches knee size with-
out any necessity for disturbing the brineipal side
seams of the garment,

As shown in Figures 4 ang 5, the insert banel
16 may be of a length to extend from the Upper
end of the slit |5 to the lower margin of the calf
bortion 12, in which cage adjoining margins of
the calf portion 12, hormally meeting in the seam
13, are separately secured to side
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As indicated in Figure 8, the panel i§ of the
counstruction according to Figureg 4 and 5 may be
formed as g flap 16’ cut integrally with one of the
bortions of the calf portion 12, thus eliminating
one of the seamsg between margins of the panel
bortion 12, flap 167, naturally,
upwardly extending offset gr-
Tanged to form the box plait portion behind the
slit 15.

In the modified construction according to Fig-
ure 6, the rear leg i

10’ se-
i8 connecting
edge of said

box plait formed by folding of the
material of the insert 19’7 prior to closing of the
side seams connecting saidq insert with the front
leg panel, the slit and plait thus provided func-
tioning in use and for alterations exactly as
would the slit {5 and insert panel 1§ first above

described. I1f found desirable, the separable mar- 9

gins of the plait formed in the insert 10’’ may
hance their tendency to return to parallel,
cent relation.

From the foregoing it; will be obvious that the

improved construction, in any of the specific

I claim as my invention—
In breeches having g leg portion terminating
in a fitted knee bortion and g calf portion formed

GLENN 0. VAN BEBBER.
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