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My invention relates to appliances for use 
in training football players, its main object being the provision of an improved block 
ing dummy which is also adapted for use as 
a tackling dummy. 
Another of my objects is the provision of 

a dummy having an improved body structure 
for resisting the impacts of the players. 
Another object is the provision of a dummy 

body having yieldable padding and having 
also means for preventing the slipping or the 
creeping of the padding. - Another object is the provision of a spring 
connection which permits freedom of move 
ment to the dummy body but which is sur 
rounded by flexible telescoping sheaths which 
prevent injury to the players from their com 
ing in contact with the spring. 
One of the more important of the objects 

is the provision of a dummy which may be 
placed into any of a number of positions in 
the field or which may be withdrawn from 
the field for storage after the season is over, 
the primary purpose of the removability be 
ing to facilitate the rearrangement of a plu 
rality of dummies in the field to provide dif 
ferent kinds of defensive play. . . . 
Another object is the provision of a dum 

my which may be temporarily anchored in 
the soil in its position in the field in such a 
way as to obviate the use of any wires or other 
overhanging structures. Still another object is the provision of an 
improved socket in the soil of the field to 
gether with an improved plug for filling the 
socket after the dummy has been removed 
from the socket. - - 
Having in view these objects and others 

which will be pointed out in the following 
description, I will now refer to the draw 
ing, in which ?? : -- . " - . . . . . 

Figure 1 is a view in median vertical sec 
tion of the dummy, portions of the interior 
structure being shown unsectioned. - 

Figure 2 is a view in elevation of the two 
aligned tubular members and especially of 
the telescoping sheaths surrounding the end 
portions of the tubular members. 

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 but 
showing the structure with the sheaths re 

moved and with a portion of the spring sec 
tioned. 

Figure 4 is a diagrammatic view showing 
the action of the dummy when in use. 

Figure 5 is a median vertical sectional view 
through the socket at the surface of the soil 
and showing unsectioned the plug which is 
used for filling this socket. 
The backbone of the blocking dummy con 

sists of a cylindrical wooden post 10 which is 
reinforced by means of one or more iron 
bands 11 to prevent the splitting of the post 
10 during the rough usage to which the 
dummy is subjected. The dummy is sur 
rounded by a covering 12 of canvas or other 
suitable material which is filled with hair 
padding 13. This is sufficiently loose to be 
compressible under the impact of the player 
with a dummy or under the impact of the 
dummy with the surface of the soil, the most 
flexible portion of the padding being at the 
bottom. In order to prevent the slipping or 
the creeping of the padding 13 within the 
dummy, I provide two collars 14 and 15 sur 
rounding and secured to the post 10, the 
collars being preferably formed of felt strips 
which are rolled over the post and which are 
secured to the post adjacent the upper and 
lower extremities thereof. The covering 12 
is secured directly to the post at the upper ex 
tremity of the dummy by means of screws or 
nails 16. .. . ?? 

As shown in Figure 1, the lower end of the 
post 10 is hollow for receiving a tubular mem 
ber 17, this being secured to the post by 
means of a bolt or similar fastening device 18. 
The tubular member 17 is Snug in the open 
ing of the post and it extends to a point but 
slightly below the central lower point of the 
dummy body. The tubular member 1 is in 
alignment with a similar tubular member 19 
but the two tubular members are spaced apart 
as shown in Figure 3. A heavy coil spring 20 
is permanently secured at its ends, prefer 
ably by Welding, to the two tubular members 
17 and 19 in the manner shown in Figure 3. 
The tubular members 17 and 19 with the 
spring 20 are in effect integral and they con 
stitute a flexible post which tends to maintain 
its straightline or vertical position. In order 
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said lining, a block secured to said anchor 
and adapted to seat in the upper portion of 
said lining, a cushion above said block, and 
a covering simulating the turf of the field 
and positioned above said cushion, said block, 
cushion and covering being secured together. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
BERNARD F. OAKES. 


