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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
ALEXANDER. McLEOD, OF BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA. 

TRIPOD-STAND FOR cAM ERAs. 

No. 821,052. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented May 22, 1906. 
Applination filed September 6, 1904, Serial No, 223,458, 

To cult, who, it may conce77. 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER McLEOD, 

a subject of the King of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and a resident of 171 Queen street, 
Brisbane, in the State of Queensland, Com 
monwealth of Australia, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Improvement in Tripod 
Stands for Cameras and Such Like Articles, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

tripod-stands for cameras and such like arti 
cles, its object being to provide a self-con 
tained tripod-stand in which the head is per 
manently fixed to the legs and which can be 
folded up intact, always ready for immediate 
use, thus dispensing with the separate disk or 
base-plate upon which the camera rests and 
avoiding the necessity of connecting the legs 
or disconnecting same from the head, as re 
quired, also avoiding the use of a loose lock 
ing-screw. 
The invention consists in permanently fix 

ing to the top of the legs a head comprised of 
a central triangular-shaped metal plate with 
central hole, to each side of which is hinged 
a rectangular metal plate pivotally connected 
to the top of the tripod-legs and which when 
spread out forms a base of suitable area upon 
which the camera rests. 

Referring to the drawings, which form a 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a plan 
view of the under side of the head with plates 
spread out; Fig. 2, a top plan of head; Fig. 
3, a section through XX, Fig. 2; Fig. 4, an 
elevation; Fig. 5, a part-sectional elevation of 
modified arrangement. Fig. 6 is a sectional 
detail view of the same. 
The reference-letters indicate like parts in 

all figures. 
A is a triangular-shaped plate with central 

hole, hinged to which are three rectangular 
plates B, B, and B, folding over the central 
plate and meeting together, as shown in dot 
ted lines. A locking-plate C is secured to the 
triangular plate A by three clips b, b', and b”, 
stamped out of the triangular plate A and 
bent over the edge of the locking-plate. c 
and c are lugs formed integrally with the 
plate for turning same round, and d, d", and d' 
slotted holes adapted to engage with studs e, 
e', and e, fixed onto the rectangular plates. 
A tightening-pin f, with thumb-piece f' and 
slightly- enlarged screwed end, is inserted 
through the central hole of the locking-plate 

and triangular plate and prevented from dis 
engaging with the same by the increased size 
of the threaded end. Thispin passes between 
the meeting-points of the rectangular plates, 
provision being made for same by the points 
being grooved out, as shown in Fig. 3, and 
screws into the bottom of the camera, rigidly 
Securing the camera to the tripod-head. 

It is not necessary that the rectangular 
plates should bed perfectly upon the central 
plate, as any little play is taken up by the 
tightening-pin when screwed into the bottom 
of the camera. 
To fold up the stand, the locking-plate is 
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turned round by the lugs c and c', which re 
leases the studs e, e, and e", permitting the 
rectangular plates to fold downward, as shown 
in Fig. 3. 

In the modification illustrated in Figs. 5 
and 6 ISubstitute for the locking-plate three 
links, of which two only show in the figure at 
gig, Owing to this figure being a sectional 
view. The links have their lower ends pivot 
ally connected to projecting lugs on a collar 
k, rotatably held on the lower part of the pin 
h by the thumb-piece h', secured to the end of 
the pin. The upper ends of the links are 
bent outwardly and connected to lugs g’, Se 
cured centrally on the lower faces of the re 
spective plates B, B, and B°. The pinh has 
a threaded upper end h, which is designed to 
screw upwardly through the threaded boss i 
and in the position shown in Fig. 5 projects 
through the threaded boss in position to be 
screwed into the camera to hold it to the tri 
pod in the ordinary manner. In this posi 
tion, however, it will be seen that the pin h, 
will be held up, retaining the links g g in the 
locking position shown. If it be desired to 
fold up the tripod, the pinh will be unscrewed 
to cause its head h' to travel down through 
the threaded bossi and be released therefrom, 
and while this is being done the plates B B'B' 
will rock upon pivots B", by which they are 
connected to the central plate A, allowing the 
links g g, &c., to move downwardly and in 
Wardly against the pin. Of course as soon as 
the threaded head h' has passed through the 
threaded portion of the boss i it may move 
freely downward. : 

Having now described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
A tripod for cameras and the like compris 
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ing a stationary central plate, rectangular in their extended position on the central 
plates for carrying the tripod-legs hinged to plate. TO 
said central plate, said rectangular plates be- . In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
ing adapted to extend over the central plate hand in presence of two witnesses. 
when in operative position, a tightening- ALEXANDER. MCLEOD. 
screw passing through the central plate to en- Witnesses: 
gage the camera and means independent of E. C. ARTHUR HILL, 
said screw for holding the rectangular plates M.E. N. ABELL. 


