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This invention relates to novel apparatus for produc 
ing unusual and appealing abstract paintings and to 
achieve effects not previously possible by former appa 
ratus for accomplishing abstract painting. 

In recent years abstract painting has enjoyed a pro 
gressively increasing popularity and more and more people 
have become interested therein. Not only has abstract 
painting itself enjoyed a tremendous growth in popu 
larity as a particular form of art, but it has also been 
true that increasingly large numbers of non-professional 
painters have taken up painting in general as an avoca 
tion or hobby to be enjoyed in their leisure hours and 
have become particularly interested in abstract painting 
because of the fact that abstract painting does not require 
the degree of skill and proficiency normally required for 
conventional forms of objective painting and the average 
person is therefore capable of effecting an unusual and 
attractive abstract painting who might not otherwise be 
able to paint an acceptable objective painting. 

However, to date many people who might otherwise be 
interested in indulging in abstract painting as a hobby or 
means of relaxation have avoided doing so because of the 
necessary investment in conventional types of painting 
equipment Such as canvas, easels, brushes, paints and the 
like which usually constitutes a considerable outlay of 
money even for the novice painter initially engaging in 
this type of activity and also because of the fact that the 
Conventional type of paiting normally requires that a 
Separate portion of the home be converted into a studio 
where the painting equipment may be permanently kept 
Without having to pick up and store the equipment after 
each use thereof. These two features alone have de 
terred many people from taking up painting as a casual 
hobby because of the difficulties and expense involved. 

Insofar as the actual manner of performing the abstract 
painting is concerned, the abstract paintings to date have 
been accomplished with the conventional equipment em 
ployed for objective painting and the usual conventional 
paint has been applied with a brush in the usual con 
ventional manner to the canvas to accomplish the results 
desired, the only difference being in the composite effect, 
the result being either an objective or an abstract painting. 

Therefore, an important object of my invention is a 
novel apparatus for painting an abstract picture in a new 
and unusual manner to produce an effect heretofore un 
obtainable by conventional painting methods and ap 
paratus. 

Still another object is novel apparatus for effecting ab 
stract paintings which enable even the most inexperienced 
persons to produce beautiful abstract paintings with a 
minimum of expense and time involved. 

Still another object is novel methods and apparatus for 
painting abstract pictures which enables the painter to 
quickly paint and complete the painting of an abstract 
picture in a relatively short space of time so that the 
individual paintings may be accomplished during a single 
session thereby permitting the equipment to be put away 
and stored until the next time, thereby eliminating the 
need for a special studio. 

Still another object is novel apparatus or equipment 
for accomplishing abstract painting which is simple in 
design and inexpensive in construction and which may 
be packaged in a small compact kit which may be readily 
transported, handled and stored. 
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Still another object is novel methods of abstract paint 

ing and apparatus therefor which substantially eliminates 
the usual untidiness and mess normally associated with 
painting pictures. 

Still another object is apparatus for applying the paint 
in a novel manner to produce novel and unusual abstract 
paintings which present or produce an effect heretofore 
unobtainable and incapable of accomplishment by con 
ventional methods and equipment. 

Still another object is a novel type or kind of paint to 
be employed with the methods and apparatus of my in 
vention to produce the novel results desired. 

Still another object is novel apparatus and equipment 
for carrying out the method of abstract painting of my 
invention which may be packaged in a compact kit which 
is relatively inexpensive and which is within the reach of 
the pocketbook and capabilities of even the most inex 
perienced of painters. 
These and other objects and advantages of my inven 

tion will more fully appear from the following descrip 
tion made in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings wherein like reference characters refer to the same 
or similar parts throughout the several views, and in 
which: 

F.G. 1 is a somewhat diagrammatic perspective view of 
my invention illustrating one method of applying the paint 
and the apparatus therefor to a suitable surface to pro 
duce an abstract painting; 

FiG. 2 is a side view in section of the view shown in 
FIG. 1 taken on the line 2-2 thereof; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of a novel paint ap 
plicator or dispenser of my invention; 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view in partial section of the dis 

penser shown in FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 5 is a vertical section taken on the line 5-5 of 

F.G. 4. 
The novel method of accomplishing the unusual ab 

stract paintings of my invention consists in directing a 
plurality of streams of suitable paint is either simulta 
neously or serially from an applicator or dispenser D 
onto any suitable flat surface or backing 11 which may 
consist of cardboard, compoboard, canvas, wood or the 
like, the individual streams or the plurality of streams of 
paint applied simultaneously being moved in irregular 
pattern above the surface to be painted in a predetermined 
or haphazard fashion as desired until the surface has been 
completely covered with paint and a likely design has 
been fashioned. The paint to be employed is preferably 
Sufficiently viscous so that it will form an irregular mass 
of uneven, non-uniform thickness and contour on the sur 
face being painted so that the finish is quite irregular and 
rough in nature and has a topography consisting of a 
myriad of irregularly shaped valleys 12 and raised por 
tions 13 to produce the effect desired. If the paint is too 
fluid in nature it will tend to flow and spread itself evenly 
over the Surface and the resultant effect is not as attrac 
tive as when the paint sets in irregular fashion to form 
the rough contour desired. A paint having a consistency 
or viscosity resembling that of a viscous glue has been 
found to be very satisfactory. The different colored 
paints to be employed for any given painting may be 
applied individually to the surface, and a most unique 
and novel effect is achieved when multiple streams of 
different colors of paints are directed against the surface 
simultaneously so that the different colors may naturally 
and non-uniformly blend or merge with one another either 
totally or partially over varying portions of the surface, 
the natural blending or merging causing not only very 
unique and unusual patterns and designs due to the con 
trast in color therebetween but also a portion of the paints 
blend and mix with one another to develop shades, tints, 
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and varying hues from the basic colors originally directed 
against and applied to the surface painted. 
Once the surface has been entirely covered with the 

paint, it may be permitted to set and dry in the design 
and pattern naturally resulting from the original applica 
tion of paint to the surface to be painted, or the paint 
which has been applied may be worked further by any 
suitable instrument such as a wooden stick to produce 
further unusual effects and designs in the painting by 
amoving the end of the instrument through the paint in 
any desired path of movement such, for example, as by 
simply swirling the end of the stick through the paint 
to produce a swirling or cyclonic effect in the painting. 
To apply the paint in the desired fashion, any suitable 

dispenser may be employed which is capable of being 
readily grasped in the hand H of the painter and operated 
to dispense from the dispenser and direct against the sur 
face to be painted a stream of the paint to be applied. A 
convenient and very satisfactory dispenser may consist 
of a squeezable type tube 14 made of suitable flexible 
iresilient material such as plastic, the tube or container 
having a spigot or nozzle 15 and a removable cap 16 
therefor on one end thereof for ejecting the paint from 
the container upon the application of a squeezing pres 
Sure against the main body portion of the container or 
tube 14 to force the paint out of the dispenser through 
the nozzle or spigot 15 in a steady stream 10 against the 
Surface to be painted. The tubes may be employed in 
dividually to apply a single color at a time to the surface 
to be painted, a succession of various colors being ap 
plied thereto until the surface has been completely covered 
and an artistic design accomplished. 

I have discovered that a truely unique and unusual ef 
fect is accomplished by employing a dispenser which is 
capable of directing a plurality of streams of paint of 
different colors against the surface simultaneously in an 
irregular pattern, the simultaneous application of the 
multi-colors of paints producing an effect not capable of 
reproduction by other methods such as when the paints 
are applied in individual streams or when the conventional 
paint brush is employed. In any event, the method of 
applying the paint in a stream against the surface to be 
painted either simultaneously or successively produces a 
truely unique effect previously incapable of accomplish 
ment by conventional painting methods such as the usual 
brush method. 
To accomplish this multiple dispensing of a plurality 

of streams of different colors of paints simultaneously, I 
have devised the novel paint dispenser D disclosed in the 
accompanying drawings. In the form shown, the dis 
penser D consists of a flexible resilient cylindrical casing 
or sleeve 17 which is preferably of a size which may be 
conveniently grasped and squeezed in the hand of the 
painter. A plurality of individual squeezable containers 
14 containing different colors of paint are grouped to 
gether in side-by-side relationship within the casing with 
the spigots or nozzles thereof extending through the top 
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4. 
means of the fingers or hand will cause this pressure to be 
applied to each of the tubes within the casing and cause 
a stream of paint to be ejected from each of the uncapped 
tubes simultaneously. Thus, by grasping the casing in 
the hand and applying a firm squeezing pressure to the 
casing, a multiple stream of paint of varying colors is 
caused to be ejected from the dispenser unit and directed 
against the surface to be painted, assuming of course that 
two or more spigots have been uncapped or opened. All 
of the colors housed in the dispenser D may be applied at 
once, or any combination thereof may be applied as de 
sired. 

In the preferred embodiment shown in the accompany 
ing drawings, the center spigot or nozzle 15' of the multi 
color dispenser is preferably longer than the others and 
extends outwardly beyond them to enable the dispenser 
to function as a paint pen or pencil if individual lines of 
paint of definite predetermined objective pattern or out 
line are to be effected, all of the nozzles normally being 
closed except the center one. 

'As best seen in FIG. 1, the paint dispenser unit such 
as the dispenser D shown in the drawings is held above 
the surface 11 to be painted and as it is squeezed and 
the streams of paint 10 are ejected therefrom, the dis 
penser is moved back and forth over the surface and 
above it in any regular or irregular path of movement 
so that the individual streams of paint dispensed there 
from are applied to the surface to be painted in an irregu 
lar abstract pattern, thereby causing the paints to inter 
mix and merge with one another and cross and blend 
with one another to produce a striking effect. To aid in 
producing the unusual striking effects desired and to vary 
the effect of the pattern and the irregular contours of the 
paint on the surface to be painted, the dispenser may not 
only be moved in an irregular path back and forth over 
the surface to be painted, but the distance or height above 
the surface may be varied to vary the width or thickness 
of the stream of paint that is applied to the surface by 
moving the dispenser towards and away from said surface. 
Thus, by holding the dispenser very close to the surface 
the stream which is applied is much smaller in width than 
when the dispenser is moved further away. As previously 
noted, once the paint has been applied it may be permitted 
to dry in the manner in which it was applied or further 
Work may be done to the paint by means of a suitable 
instrument such as a simple stick of wood which may 
be moved in a predetermined or haphazard fashion 
through the paint which has already been applied to fur 
ther mix and merge the paints and produce still further 
usual designs and patterns. 
Although the dispenser unit D shown consists of a cas 

ing housing a plurality of removable and disposable tubes 
of paint, it will be understood that the dispenser may be 
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opening or end of the casing 17 to form a composite dis 
penser having a plurality or battery of capped spigots 
or nozzles 15 all facing in the same direction. The upper 
marginal edge of the casing may be provided with an in 
Wardly turned flange or lip 18 which is adapted to engage 
the shoulders 19 of the individual containers or tubes 14 
housed therewithin and prevent their forward removal 
therefrom. A suitable removable casing cap or cover 
20 may be provided to enclose the lower or other end of 
the casing to secure the tubes therewithin. The indi 
vidual tubes or dispensers within the casing may be filled 
with any colored paint desired, such as some of the pri 
mary colors red, yellow, blue, white and black and the 
like. The tubes 14 within the casing are preferably ar 
ranged with relationship to one another and to the casing 
17 in such fashion that the application of a squeezing 
pressure against the outer wall of the casing 17 as by 
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made in a variety of equivalent fashions and these vari 
ous modes of assembly are deemed to be within the scope 
of this invention. Thus, for example, the tubes housing 
the individual colors of paint may be permanently mount 
ed in the casing and may be simply refilled, when empty, 
from a suitable source of supply of color which has been 
exhausted, or they may be removably mounted within 
the casing and replaced by another tube when empty. 
To aid in achieving the unusual and striking designs 

and patterns and overall effect of the abstract paintings 
produced by the methods and apparatus of my invention, 
I have developed a novel paint which is particularly suit 
able for this type of application and is not only relatively 
quick drying, but, what is more important, it is suffi 
ciently fluid to permit it to be squeezed from a tube and 
projected onto the painting surface, and at the same time 
has a consistency which is sufficiently viscous to limit 
the natural free flowability thereof once it is applied and 
enable the paint to form the irregular topography de 
sired and hereinbefore described. 
The paint of my invention is composed of 90% to 
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95% liquid or fluid polyvinyl acetate emulsion type 
binder which has mixed therewith 5% to 10% non-oily 
color providing pigments such as dry casein type water 
pigments, either opaque or transparent, but preferably 
opaque. The emulsified polyvinyl acetate base or binder 
not only provides a relatively quick drying paint having 
long life by comparison with many conventional paints, 
but also is sufficiently viscous (resembling glue in vis 
cosity) to provide the irregular paint masses and contours 
on the painted surface, provides better adhering quali 
ties with respect to the surface to which it is applied, and 
prevents the different colors from bleeding or veining into 
one another. Oil base paints may be mixed with the poly 
vinyl acetate binder, but the resultant effect is consider 
ably different from that resulting from the use of the 
aforementioned casein water color type pigments on 
paints, and in many instances does not produce as desir 
able a painting. A paint composed in this manner has 
sufficient body to it and is sufficiently viscous to enable 
an irregular mass of it to build up upon the surface to 
be painted and at the same time is sufficiently fluid to 
permit at least a portion thereof to merge and blend with 
the other colors of paint which are applied in adjoining 
relation thereto. This type of paint also has the added 
feature that the paint drys with a semi-gloss or glaze 
therefrom and gives a somewhat glassy effect to the sur 
face of the painting, the combination of the rough surface, 
irregular grouping of different colors, and somewhat 
glassy finish giving a composite effect of a mosaic tile. 

In addition, this type of paint has the important feature 
that the colors do not tend to bleed or vein into one 
another as is the case with many other kinds of paint as 
hereinbefore noted. 

If desired, a somewhat more deliberate or objective 
design may be applied to the irregular abstract design 
initially achieved by the multiple streams of different 
colored paints by employing a single tube of any given 
color of paint or one of the individual spigots of the multi 
ple dispenser shown, preferably the elongated center 
Spigot 5' and directing a stream therefrom onto the sur 
face already painted to form a deliberate pattern of objec 
tive design on top of the abstract design initially achieved. 
Thus, for example, the multiple dispenser may be em 
ployed to achieve an abstract color pattern somewhat 
resembling a blending of colors sometimes found in 
stained glass windows and a more objective pattern may 
be applied to this surface by a simple applicator to out 
line, for example, the outline and partitions of a window 
so that the composite effect is that of a stained glass 
Window, the resultant effect or painting possibly being 
termed a semi-abstract or objective abstract painting. 

Once the design has been completed, the finishing touch 
may be given by spraying the painted surface with a pro 
tective transparent coating of plastic glaze such as Krylon, 
which not only protects the paint from dust, wear and the 
like, but also provides a glaze on the surface so that the 
irregular contours assume the appearance of a mosaic. 

From the foregoing the advantages of my invention are 
readily apparent. The method of applying the paint in a 
series of individual streams or a plurality of simultaneous 
streams to the Surface to be painted produces an unusual 
and striking effect heretofore unobtainable. The novel 
multiple spigot dispenser makes this unusual effect pro 
duced by the simultaneous application of multiple streams 
of varicolored paint possible and the novel paint in com 
bination with the mode of application and novel dispenser 
for applying same produces an abstract painting of very 
attractive appearance and great esthetic appeal. Thus, the 
method of my invention embodies a unique combination 
of a novel manner of paint application with a paint 
specially developed for the purpose, together with a dis 
tinctively new paint dispenser to produce the beautiful 
abstract paintings hereinbefore described. 

Another advantage associated with my invention is the 
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6 
simplicity and inexpensiveness of the equipment and ma 
terials needed to make an abstract painting. The surface 
to be painted need not be expensive canvas (although it 
may be), but may be of any suitable rigid or semi-rigid 
construction such as inexpensive cardboard, compoboard, 
wood and the like. The surface to be painted may be 
rested on any suitable flat supporting Surface such as a 
table or the like and does not require the use of an easel 
or the use of expensive canvas although it will be under 
stood that more expensive canvas may be used if desired. 
The paint containers and dispensers may be made from 
any of the well known inexpensive plastics now available 
on the market and the paints and the sticks and so forth. 
may be packaged in a small compact box which may be 
readily stored, handled and transported in a minimum of 
space. Thus, anyone inexperienced in the art of paint 
ing abstract paintings may easily turn out unusual and 
attractive abstract paintings in a short space of time by 
simply laying out a suitable backing or supporting Surface 
on a table, loading the dispenser with the colors of paint 
desired and simply squeezing the container and directing 
the streams of paint against the surface in any manner 
desired to make the abstract painting. There is no meSS 
or untidiness associated with the painting and when the 
paint has been applied the dispenser may be simply re 
turned to its normal place of storage and the painting is 
done with no fuss and no muss. Thus, abstract painting 
is made available and attractive to those persons who are 
unskilled in the art of painting and those who do not have 
the time to spend long hours in painting before an easel 
with oil and who do not have the space or means to 
provide a studio for all of the paraphernalia normally re 
quired for oil painting. 

Thus, my invention brings abstract painting within the 
reach of anyone who is at all interested in such a pass 
time. It should also be understood that the paintings 
accomplished by the methods and apparatus of my inven 
tion are not of inferior quality but rather rank as fine 
specimens of artistic achievement and the method and 
equipment may be employed by professional artists as 
well as the novice who indulges in it only as a pastime 
and a hobby. Although the methods and apparatus here 
inbefore described have been developed for use primarily 
in abstract-type painting, it will be understood that the 
same paint and dispensers and methods of application may 
be employed in objective drawings having simply or 
ganized scenes, figures and lines thereon and answering 
to the title of objective painting, and will produce startling 
new and alive effects in even such conventional objective 
type paintings. 

It will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the various parts without departing from the 
scope of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A paint applicator comprising a plurality of com 

pressible nozzled paint tubes grouped together in side-by 
side relationship whereby the entire group can be con 
veniently grasped in the hand of the user for simultane 
ous squeezing of all of said tubes, means for holding said 
tubes together in said grouped relationship, the nozzles of 
each of said tubes extending in the same direction, re 
movable caps for the nozzles of each of said tubes, one 
of said nozzles extending beyond the rest of said nozzles 
to enable said applicator to function as a paint pen. 

2. A paint applicator comprising a compressible cylin 
drical casing, a plurality of tubular nozzled paint con 
tainers grouped together within said casing in side-by-side 
relationship whereby squeezing of said casing causes simul 
taneous squeezing of all of said tubular containers, said 
tubular containers being individually insertable in and 
removable from said casing, all of the nozzles of said con 
tainers extending in the same direction with one of said 
nozzles extending beyond the rest of said nozzles, remov 
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able caps for each of said nozzles, one end of said casing 1,555,676 Leland ---------------- Sept. 29, 1925 
having an inwardly and circumferentially extending flange 2,047,670 Casto -----area -- orna- - - -- a July 14, 1936 
for engaging the nozzled ends of said tubes, and cover 2,178,402 Miller ---------------- Oct. 31, 1939 
means detachably mountable on the other end of said 2,564,359 Fuller ----------------- Aug. 14, 1951 
casing for holding said containers in said casing. 5 2,673,661 Barton ---------------- Mar. 30, 1954 
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