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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthatl, JOEN W. FAHR, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Newark, in
the county of Essex and State of New Jersey,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Link Cuff-Buttons; and I do
hereby declare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
aswill enable othersskilled in the artto which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

The object of this invention is to facilitate
and render more easy and convenient the op-
eration of fastening cuffs, to provide a neat
fastening, and to produce a more attractive
display when the buttons are on sale.

Heretofore link cuff-buttons have ordina-
rily been provided each with heads and a
loose connection, the arrangement prevent-
ing the wearer from thrusting one of said
heads through the buttonhole when holding
the otherin hand. Itis true that the Patent
Office records disclose a construction in which
the headshavea positive pivotal relation with
the connecting bar or link, but the arrange-
ment is materially different from my construc-
tion, in that it will not admit of an easy in-
sertion through the buttonhole when the cuff
is starched and stiff, as it usually is in com-
ing from the laundry. In the prior construc-
tion last referred to the headseach comprised
three sheets of metal laid flat ome against
another. The two plates toward the rear of
the button were each slotted, the slot of one
plate lying at right angles to the slot in the
other. The ends of the connecting-bar were
provided with pivotal cross-heads, which were
seceured within the slots in the interior plates
of the heads, and the shank or intermediate
portion of said connecting-bar had limited
movementsin the slots of the outer rear plates.
This construction gave to the heads such a
thickness as to make them bulky and thick,
80 as to be difficult of insertion through the
buttonhole, and, because of the limited hinge
movement allowed, the heads were not adapt-
ed to be brought to positions in which they
were prevented from turning pivotally when
edgewise pressure was brought to bear there-
on in the manner hereinafter described.

My improved button admits of an easy
thrusting of one of the buttons through the
hole, while the opposite bufton is held in
hand, without danger of turning. o0

The invention consists in the improved
link cuff-button and in the arrangements and
combination of parts of thesame, all substan-
tially as will be hereinafter set-forth and
finally embraced in the clauses of the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like letters indicate corresponding
parts in each of the views, Figure 1is an end
view of a cuff having the improved link-but-
ton. Fig. 2 is a plan of the button, and Fig.
3 is an edge view of the same.

In said drawings, ¢ indicates the cuff and
b the linked button. Of thelatter ¢ ¢ are the
heads and d the curved link or connection,
having at its opposite ends bearings to re-
ceive the hinge-pins ¢ e. The heads ¢ ¢ are
provided with projecting ears f f, between
which the link or connecting-bar is disposed,
as shown in Fig. 2, and said ears are perfo-
rated toreceive the hinge-pins e e. The parts
¢ ¢ d are thus positively pivoted together and
there is none of the looseness common to the
ordinarylinks now foundin the market. The
frictional contact of the parts at the hinge-
joints serves to hold the heads in fixed rela-
tion with the link when the button is to be
placed in the cuff. By curving the connect-
ing bar or link, as shown, and projecting the
ears from the rear plates, so that the centers
of pivotal movement will be back of and
away from said rear plates, I am enabled to
turn the heads to the positions shown in Fig.
3, where the adjacent edges of said heads lie
in the concavity of the curved bar, the latter
serving as a bearing for said heads when
thrust edgewise through the buttonhole.

It may be observed that the heads in turn-
ing to the position shown in Fig. 8 first ap-
proach the plane in which the two pivotal pins
lie, and, after assuming positions parallel
with said plane, continue their pivotal move-
ments until stopped by the concave side of
the bar. In these last positions the out-

wardly-projecting edges of "the heads lie.at
the side of the plane running through the
hinge center corresponding with that side of
the link or connecting-bar having the con-
cavity, so that when the forward edge of the
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link is pressed against the cuff to forece said

- head through the buttonhole pressure will be
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directed toward the back of the button, so
that the opposite edge of the button will be
held against said bar and locked against fur-
ther turning. Thus the head will remain
rigidly edgewise, convenient to be inserted
in the cuft.

By means of the projecting ears fixed to the
rear of the button-heads I am enabled to
avoid the use of a plurality of plates, the one
plate serving to provide the ornaments on one
side and bearings for the ears on the other,
and thus the heads may be made sufficiently
thin to enter the buttonholes of the starched
cuffs with ease.

Another purpose or advantage of curving
the connecting bar or link is: In operating
the device to insert it into the cuff, I turn the
heads to the position of Fig. 2, and then, using
one of said heads and the portion of the barly-
ing at the back thereof for a finger-piece,
thrust the other head through the holes of the
cuff, the direction of movement being in the
line of the hinge centers, or substantially so.
The pressure on the foremost head is thus
brought to bear toward the rear of said head,
so that said head is held against the bar d and
thus maintained in proper thrusting position.
After the head isthrough the two buttonholes
both heads assume or are turned to ordinary
fastening positions.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new is—

1. Theimprovedlink cuff-button herein de-
seribed, in which is combined with the heads
¢, ¢, having rearwardly-projecting ears f, f, a
connecting bar or link, positively pivoted be-
tween said ears, the said heads having a piv-
otal movement of a scope sufficient to allow
one of the edges of each of said heads to en-
gage and be stopped by the connecting-bar,
substantially as set forth.

2. The improved cuff-button herein de-
scribed, in which arve combined the one-plate
heads ¢, ¢, each having ears projecting from
the rear faces thereof, a curved connecting-
bar, and hinge-pins, the adjacent edges of
the heads, when turned toward and engaging
the concave side of the bar, lying in from the
line of the hinge centers, between it and said
concave side of the bar, and the outwardly-
projecting edges of said heads lying on the
opposite side of said line, to cause pressure
in said line to be brought toward the rear of
the forward head at said forward edge, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 7th day of
August, 1895.

JOHIN W. FAIIR.

Witnesses:

CEARLES H. PrLL,
EssiE J. GOLDFINGER.
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