J.H.ROCK & E. E. FREECE:
CLOTH HOLDING DEVICE FOR CUTTING TABLES,
APPLICATION FILED JUNE 16, 1915,

1,183,674. APaLtented May 16, 1916.

‘ LP? 1 ‘ Jrwentow
F0.
Al ak St gt

%/4%«% 35

o P



10

15

20

2b

30

35

40

456

60

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JQH_N H. ROCK AND ERNEST E. FREECE, OF CANTON, ILLINOIS.

‘CLOTH-HOLDING DEVICE FOR CUTTING-TABLES.

1,183,674,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented May 16, 1916.

Application filed June 16, 1915. Serial No. 34,48@

7o all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that we, Jonx H. Rock and
Erxrst E. Freecr, citizens of the United
States. residing at Canton, in the county of
TFulton and State of Illinois, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Cloth-Holding Devices for Cutting-Tables;
and we do hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the

.invention, such as will enable others skilled

in_ the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same.

The general object of this invention is to
insure the positive holding of one end of
a bolt of cloth, while the cloth is being
spread on the cutting table; also to admit
of the expeditious removal of the holding
means after the cloth has been spread, so as
to permit of the cloth being cut in such a
manner that there will be no waste; and
to this end the invention conststs in the pro-
vision of a pair of guides adapted for
attachment to one side of the table, and a
pair of vertically sliding rods arranged
within the guides and having their upper
ends provided with a clamping bar which is
adapted, when the rods are moved down-
wardly to engage the cloth and clamp the
same against the table top, and operating
means adjustably connected to the vertically
sliding rods.

Other objects will appear and be better
understood from that embodiment of our
invention of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming part thereof, in

“which :(—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the cut-
ting table showing the clamping device at-
tached thereto. - Ifig. 2 is an end view of
Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is a detail view, showing the
manner in which the clamping bar 1s se-
cured to the vertically sliding rod. TFig.
4 is a detail view of an operating lever for
operating the vertically shding rod.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the
letter o designates the top of an ordinary
cutting table and & the supporting legs
therefor. The cloth clamping device com-
prises a pair of brackets 1 and 2, located at
one end of the table and secured thereto
and positioned in spaced relation with each
other. The opposite ends of the brackets
are bent and extended outwardly to provide
ears 3 and 4, on each bracket. The ears
are provided with alined openings through

which extend vertical rods 5 and 6, each
rod having its upper end extending above
the table top and curved and bent down-
wardly in the direction of the table top, as
shown at 7. The terminals of the down-
wardly bent ends 7—7 of the rods are bifur-
cated and positioned within the bifurcations
is a horizontally disposed clamping bar 8,
which bar is held by means of headed bolts
9—9 which extend through the respective
ends 7—7 of the rods 5 and ¢ and have their
terminals threaded for the reception of nuts
10—10. The lower ends of the vertically
sliding rods 5 and 6 ave disposed a consicler-
able distance below the lower ears 4—1 of
the brackets and arve threaded, and mounted
on the lower ends of the rods 5 and 6 1s a
transversely connecting bar 11. the said bar
fitting against the shoulder 11”7 formed on
the rods 5 and 6, adjacent the lower ends
thereof so as to limit the upward movement
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of the bar 11. The bar 11 is adapted to be -

adjusted vertically on the rods 5 and 6 and
is held in varions adjusted positions by
means of winged nuts 12, which are thread-
ably recetved by the threaded lower ends of
the rods 5 and 6.

Located beneath the cutting table is an
operating lever 13, one end of the lever be-
ing pivoted beneath the table as at’ 14 and
its opposite end extending between the sup-
porting legs at the clamping end of the table
and projecting a distance therebevond and
provided with a treadle piece 15. The bar
11 is provided with spaced openings 16 and
17, and secured within the openings 16 and
17 are the free terminals of the sides of a
V-shaped member 18, the said V-shaped
member 18 having its bight portion dis-
posed below the said bar 11 and connected
to one end of a contractile helieal spring 19.
The opposite end of the spring 19 has con-
nection with one end of a chain 20, the oppo-
site end of the chain being detachably con-
nected to a hook 21 carried by the operating
lever 13.

From the structure so far described, it will
be seen that when the operating lever is de-
pressed the rods 5 and 6 will be drawn down-
wardly resulting in the clamping bar 8
clamping the goods which has been previ-
ously placed thereunder so that the goods
will be held from movement during the cut-
ting operation.

In order to return the rods 5 and 6 to their
normal positions when the operating lever
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13 is released, a contractile spring 22 is pro-
vided. - This spring 22 has one end con-

‘nected to a pin 23 carried by the adjacent

end of the cuttmc table, and its opp051te
end to the bar 11 as shown at 24.

:In order. to hold the clamping . bar - in
clampmg posmon, a rack bar 25 is provided.

“This rack is formed from a substantially

triangular piece of metal and slitted as at
26 to provide the arms 27 and 28. ‘The_arm
27 has its lower end extended later: ally as at

29, and said lateral terminal is adapted to -

_ rest upon the floor or other supporting sur-

15

.30

35 said lever will be permitted to be moyed lat-

face, and to be secured thereto by means of
fastemng element 30. -The arm 28 has its
end slitted to provide the opposite e\tendmO'

flanges 31 and 32, which flinges, like the Iat-

eral extending teunmal 29 of the arm 27,

. rest upon the floor or other supportmg sur-
.20

_the fastening element 33. The outer edge
cof the arm 98 is formed to provide the rack

face and are secured thereto by means of

teeth 34 and these teeth are adapted to be
engaged by a laterally extending lug 33 car-
ried by the operating lever 13. . When the
lever 13 is depressed far enough to cause

.-the clampmor bar 8 to press against: the cloth
.-on the top of the table, the latemlly extend-

ing lug 35 is engaged 1n one of the.teeth or

0 notches 34, thereby holding the lever against
upward movement and the springs, 19 and
-22 under tension.

In this. ‘connection, . it is
stated that the . operating lever is adapted to
be so mounted at its pivoted end -that the

_erally from the vertical plane in_ which it

travels so that the lever can readily be

. moved into engagement with the teeth 84

VL.

or: disengaged: therefrom. ; As hefore, stated,
.. when the lever is depressed, the springs. W1ll

. be -.expanded, so.that when the lever is re-
-.leased from the. rack. teeth 34, ‘the sald

.we claim as new is:—

. rods. and qd}ustable thereon, an_operatl hg
_lever disposed below the table, a V-shap[ed

1,188,674

springs will return the lever and rods 5 and
6 totheir normal position thereby releaSI
the cldmpmﬂ b:u from engagement w h 45
the cloth.’ v

By virtue of the vertical adjustment of the
bar, 11, the operating end of the'lever 13- c*m
be mlsed and held at various heights so' ‘as
to accommodate variois heights of- tables. 60
After the. ‘desired amount of cloth has been®"
spxead or straightened on the table, the niits
12 are remoy ed from the Iower ends of the
rods 5 and, 6, and the spring 22 detached
from. the pin 23 thereby allowing' the rods. 56
and the clampmo bar 8 to be removed from"

‘the table, so. that the cloth can be cut or

trimmed close; fo, the edge of ‘the table, so

that theré will be'no waste of the cloth. . By
removing the nuts 10 from th

bolts 9, the_ 60
clamping bat can be removed and a bar
either of lesser or gxeater 1ength can be sub-
stituted therefor.

qumg thus described our mventmn What

85
_The combination with a cloth cutting: table"‘

.vha\ ing \eltlcally sliding clampmg bar ‘sup-

porting rods.thereon, a horizontal bar car-

ried by -the lower ends of the supportmg "0

member depending from the horlzontal Br,
a vertically disposed spring having on¢ end
connected to .the V- -shaped member, anfd 8

chain disposed below the spring and havmﬂ L

one end connected to the spring and’”zne

other end connected to the’ operatlng lé?'er
In testunony whereof we affix our sx a-
tures in presence of two witnesses. U
"JOHN H. ROCK.
_ERNEST' E FREECE
.;Witnesses:
.- J'RED: SINGLETON,
W, I‘ Mo'omz '



