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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. BROWN, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Devices for Holding Metallic
Staples, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of this specification.

My invention relates to a method of string-
ing metallic staples to prepare them for pack-
ing in boxes or otherwise for transportation
and to render them easy of insertion in self-
feeding paper-fastening machines.

To that end my invention consists in a rect-
angular holder, of wood or other suitable ma-
terial, of a width corresponding, or nearly so,
to the width of the staples and of depth equal
to or slightly greater than the length of the
legs of the staples, said holder being hollowed
out or longitudinally grooved and provided
with a wedge-plug adapted to be wholly or
partly forced into said groove, and thereby
slightly spread the sides thereof after the sta-
ples shall have been put upon the said holder,
in order to hold them temporarily thereon.

In the drawings illustrating my invention,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the grooved
holder, showing a string of staples in place

_thereon with the wedge-plug inserted in the
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groove. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the

same longitudinally-grooved holder with a
string of staples placed thereon, instead of
over the grooved side, as shown in Fig. 1.

Strung staples have become an article of ex-
tensive commercial use, and while frequently
putup in this form where they are to be used
singly in staple-drivers to be charged by the
hand they are more extensively used as af-
fording a ready and efficient means of charg-
ing a self - feeding staple -driving machine
without the trouble and annoyance heretofore
experienced in placing the staples in the ma-
chine one at a time, as it is only necessary to
place the end of the rod against the end of
the feed-barof the machine and push the sta-
ples along the same in a body into the ma-
chine by one movement of the thumb and
finger.

My invention has for its object, therefore,

to construct a holder of the size adapted for

that purpose, which must necessarily be of
rectangular form to correspond with the rect-
angular form of the staples, and <o provide
means for temporarily retaining the staples
ontheholder after they shall have been placed
thereon and until ready for use.

The holder A is made of wood or other suit-
able material of rectangular form externally
and is hollowed out or largely grooved longl-
tudinally at B, said groove being of such rel-
ative size that itssides A’ A’ willhave a slight
spring or resilience when a pressure is applied
thereto. .

While I prefer to make the holder of wood,
as being the cheapest and most convenient
material, it is obvious that it may be made of

thin sheet metal having at least three sides—-

viz., that upon which the staple-crown rests
and those on which the two staple-legs rest.
The staples D are strung upon the holder A
in train, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. In the
latter figure the crown of the staple is shown
resting upon the solid side A? of the holder,
while in Fig. 1 it is shown resting upon the
reverse or grooved side thereof. It isimma-
terial upon which of the two sides the staple
rests.  The side A%of the stick A or its oppo-
site grooved side is of a width corresponding,
or nearly 8o, to the width of the staples to be
placed thereon—that is to say, to the length
of the crown of the staple—in order that the
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staples may DLe conveniently slid upon the

holder in stringing them from the end and as
conveniently pushed off the same when ready
for use, and the depth of the sides A’ A’ of
the holder A is equal to or slightly greater
than the length of the staple-legs. _

In order to retain the staples temporarily
upon the holder to enable them to be readily
packed in boxes cr otherwise for transporta-
tion without falling off the holder, I provide
awedge-plug Cof any convenient form, which,
when inserted in the longitudinal groove B,
will slightly press out the sides A’ A’ of the
holder A against the staple-legs resting there-
on, and thus hold them sufficiently tight to
keep then temporarilyin place thereon. When
the staples are strung in train upon the solid
face A?of the holder,as shown in Fig. 2, which
is the form I prefer, the plug C is easily in-
serted in the groove B of the stick by placing
the plug C on a table and bringing the open
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face of the grooved side over it by the -hand
and pressing it downward on the plug, so that
the latter will enter the groove. The end of
the plug C preferably extends slightly outside
of the groove, in order that when it is desired
to remove the same the-holder A may be
grasped by the hand covering the staples
thereon, while the:other hand seizes the pro-
jecting end of the plug C and withdraws-the
same by pressing it downward. ‘When the
staples are strung, as shown in Fig. 1, with
the crown vesting upon the grooved side, it
will be more easy to insert the plug C in the
groove by dividing it into two parts, as shown
in the drawings, and inserting it from the
ends of the holder into the open groove, from
which it may be withdrawn in the same man-
ner as before by grasping the holder A by one
hand, so as-to cover the crown of the staples
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and pulling the plug C outward with the other
hand. ;

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to seeure by Letters
Patent, is—

As an improved article of manufacture, the
rectangular holder for stringing metallic sta-
ples, longitudinally recessed or grooved and
loaded with staples, and a plug or wedge
adapted to enter said recess or groove and
slightly spread the sides thereof against the
staple-legs, substantially as described.-

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature this 7th day of April, A.

D. 1892.
WILLIAM J. BROWN.
Witnesses:
H. T. FENTON,
C. W.. BECEK.
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