
July 13, 1948. L. M. SEAVER 2,445,244 
MULTIPLE CONNECTION 

Filed Nov. 3, 1945 

N 
agaaaaad 
as av a3 \ 2 as a 24 

w R ea arrar waxacacaravarraceae 

Fif OY 

A3 retire 32 EEERIP , 11. PTS's ES 777HHS \, 19 SEAG is 
a-Bissessessesses 3/ Inventor 

22, 2/22 Y26 

2. Zaa /2/52/ 
By A-45. 20%wy &Aafat 

    

  

  



Patented July 13, 1948 2,445,244 
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2,445,244 

MULTIPLE CONNECTION 

Lee.M. Seaver, Kokomo, Ind. 
Application November 3, 1945, Serial No. 626,500 

(Cl. 13-334) 5 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to electrical connection 
Sockets, and plugs. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide: a wall or similar socket for electrical cord 
Connections which is adapted to normally reside 
in a position Substantially flush with the wali 
with which it is associated, and which embodies 
means such as may be manually and optionally 
positioned to protrude from the wall in a manner 
to provide for the attachment thereto" of a plu 
rality of electrical cord plugs or similar connec 
tors. 
Another object of the invention is to provide, 

in a device of the character set forth, an im 
proved sliding means of a projectable and re 
tractable type whereby it may be positioned to 
extend and project from the wall and receive a 
plurality of cord plugs or similar connectors, and 
which will maintain, while in such varying posi 
tions, effective contact with the source of supply 
of electrical energy. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a slidable device of the character set forth which 
may, in withdrawn position, receive an electrical 
cord-connecting plug member, and which, when in 
extended position, may receive, in addition, a plu 
rality of such plugs or equivalent appliances. 
Other objects and features of the present in 

vention relate to the combination and inter 
relation of parts, whereby the whole forms areat, 
attractive and efficient appliance of the class 
described, and one which may be receivable with 
in a wall. When not in use. 
These and other objects, features and advan 

tages of the present invention will be apparent 
from a consideration of the following specifica 
tion taken in connection with the drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a face or end elevational view of the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 
2-2 of Figure 4. 

Figure 3 is a longitudinal vertical section taken 
on the plane of the irregular central line 3-3 
of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view at right 
angles to Figure 3 taken on the line 4-4 of 
Figure 3. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
my invention includes an escutcheon plate fo 
which is adapted to marginally frame and par 
tially cover an aperture if in a wall 2 to which 
it may be readily secured, in any desired manner. 
The plate ?o is centrally apertured as at 4, the 
aperture being preferably square or of other con 
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figuration Such as is adapted to conform with 
the configuration of the projectable and retract 
able electrical contact unit or means 5, the struc 
tural details of which will be hereinafter de 
Scribed. 
Mounted within the aperture il, a casing is 

provided including an Outer cylinder or casing 
f6, adapted to fits into said aperture ; and an 
inner, rectangular receptacle 7 provided at its 
inraer closed end 8 with electrical connecting 
terminals 9. The inner and outer parts or com 
plemental sections f6 and 7 of the casing are 
Webbed together and attached at their outer ends 
and, by way of fastenings 20, to the escutcheon 
plate 10. The opposed fiat walls of receptacle 
section 7 are provided with elongated slots 2 
through which projecting lugs 22 are: adapted 
to move in and out, said lugs being carried by 
a sliding current feeder contact-receiving part 
23 movable with and guided by the receptacle. T. 
The part 23 of unit. 15 is in the form of a tubu 

lar shell from which the projecting members 22 
extend through the slots 21, as hereinbefore de 
scribed. Within shell 23, a longitudinally ex 
tending insulated shaft 24 is provided, and this 
is secured by a fastening screw 25 to the spider 
26 carried by the inner end portion of said shell. 
Mounted upon shaft 24 adjacent the front end 
thereof, there is provided a plurality of contact 
fingers 27 which are illustrated, in the form of 
substantially U-shaped members, the legs of 
which are adapted to engage each other under 
spring, tension, and to receive therebetween in 
serted contact prongs. carried by regulation cord 
and appliance plugs, as illustrated at 28. 

It will be understood that, the contact fingers 
27 are arranged in pairs, one member of each 
pair being connected with the opposite electrical 
polarity through suitable connection with the 
members (9. Suitable side. T-slots 29 are pro 
vided in the receptacle 23 in alignment with the 
fingers 27, whereby the variable types of prongs 
carried by the plugs 28 may be received there 
through and entered between the fingers 2T. 
The insulated shaft 24 is adapted to terminate 
in an adapter head 30 which is enlarged and 
adapted to carry a pair of outstanding fingers. 27a. 
The end cap 3 is associated with the shell 23 
and is suitably apertured, as at 32, for cooperated 
admittance of contacting pins with the members 
27 carried by the head 30. The end cap 3 is 
preferably recessed, as at 33, to form a finger 
grip. 33a for controlling sliding movement of the 
entire unit f5 with respect to the relatively fixed 
sections 6 and 7. 
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For completing the electrical circuit, between 
the connection members or binding posts 9 and 
the clip members 27, said members 9 are pro 
vided with outwardly extending contact arms 34 
which embrace opposite sides of the insulator 
24 and which are thus adapted to accommodate 
arms 35, one of which is adapted for electrical 
connection with one of each of the pairs of con 
tact receiving clip members 27, while the other 
is adapted for electrical connection with the 
other one of each pair of said contact receiving 
clip members 27, as clearly shown in Figure 4 
of the drawings. 
By referring to Figures 3 and 4 of the drawings, 

the operation of the device will be readily un 
derstood. In the inward or retracted position of 
the structure as shown in Figure 4, the end most, 
outstanding contact receiving members 27 a may 
receive suitable contacting prongs carried by the 
plug 28 and thus electrical contact will be es 
tablished through the interconnected conductors 
and Will energize the appliance (not shown) as 
sociated with the plug 28. When a plurality of 
plugs are desired for use in connection with the 
device, the casing 23, unit 5, including is slid 
outwardly from the receptacle 7 by the provision 
of the recessed portion 33 and finger-grip 33a. 

In the opposite position, contact is maintained 
between the arms 34 and contact fingers 35 by 
the elongation of the arms 34 over which the 
fingers 35 slide in wiping contact. The proper 
alignment of the device after movement is main 
tained and the relative movement is controlled 
by the provision of the projecting pins 22 within 
the slots 2. Upon outward position of the device, 
as illustrated by dotted lines of Figure 3, extra, 
cord plugs 28 may be inserted through the aper 
tures 29 of the casing 23 and their conducting 
prongs may be received by the contact-receiving 
members 27 associated with said apertures. 
Thus, it may be readily seen that my invention 

provides for the use of a plurality of cord plug 
accommodating and connecting members in com 
bination with a single wall-type multiple purpose 
outlet. It will be seen also that when but a single 
cord-plug is to be accommodated, the means f 5 
is then retracted within the wall and is positioned 
substantially flush therewith, while it may be 
readily projected for attachment thereto of a 
plurality of cord-plugs. 

Novelty is predicated on and centers around 
the multiple cord plug accommodation adapter 
or unit which is normally concealed, confined, 
and therefore housed in the relatively fixed elon 
gated receptacle 7, the latter mounted in the 
cylindrical outer jacket or casing 6, said unit 5 
being susceptible of readily taking the projected 
position seen in dotted lines in Figure 3. The 
arrangement is characterized by simplicity, ac 
cessibility, and the outstanding features and ad 
vantages are easy to 'spot' and identify. Each 
complements the other. The structure, as a 
whole, is destined to earn recognition as a real 
convenience and time Saver. 

It is thought that persons skilled in the art to 
which the invention relates will be able to obtain 
a clear understanding of the invention after con 
sidering the description in connection with the 
drawings. Therefore, a more lengthy description 
is regarded as unnecessary. 

Minor changes in the shape, size and arrange 
ment of details coming within the field of inven 
tion claimed may be resorted to in actual prac 
tice, if desired. 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

4. 
I claim: 
1. A multiple-purpose cord connecting outlet 

of the class described, comprising a receptacle 
having means whereby same may be fixedly 
mounted on a wall, floor or the like, said recepta 
cle being provided interiorly with longitudinally 
extending current delivering arms and coacting 
means for connection with a source of electrical 
current, a shell telescopically mounted for sliding 
in said receptacle, said shell being slidably keyed 
to said receptacle, an adapter shaft mounted 
longitudinally and centrally in said shell, said 
shaft being provided with a multiplicity of selec 
tively usable contact clips, said clips being 
adapted to accommodate prongs on cord plugs 
and the like, said shaft being provided with longi 
tudinally extending contact fingers, said contact 
fingers having slidable resilient contact With said 
3.S. 

2. A wall and floor type outlet for supplying 
current from a source to cord-plugs for use in 
connection. With floor lamps and the like, com 
prising a longitudinally elongated receptacle 
adapted to be fixedly mounted, said receptacle 
being closed at its inner end and open at its Outer 
end, opposed side walls of said receptacle being 
provided with guide and assembling slots, a hol 
low elongated shell fitted Snugly and telescop 
ically within the confines of said receptacle, said 
shell being projectible and retractible in relation 
to the open outer end of said receptacle, said 
shell being provided with lugs and said lugs fitting 
slidably in Said slots, a pair of longitudinally elon 
gated resilient contact arms secured at one end 
to an adjacent end of said receptacle, a shaft 
mounted in said shell and provided with a plu 
rality of sets of selectively usable contact accom 
modation clips, and a pair of current take-off 
fingers in electrical connection with said clips, 
said fingers having sliding contact with Said con 
tact arms. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, and as a 
component part of a structure of the class de 
scribed, an elongated substantially rectangular 
receptacle, said receptacle being open at its outer 
end and closed at its inner end, the last named 
end being provided with elongated resilient con 
tact arms, said arms projecting into the interior 
of the receptacle, means for supplying current 
to the current intake ends of said arms, opposed 
walls of said receptacle being provided With guide 
and assembling slots, a cylindrical casing elon 
gated and commensurate in length with said 
receptacle and surrounding the receptacle and 
joined to the outer open end of the receptacle 
by an annular connecting web, and an escutcheon 
plate fastened to said web. 

4. As a new article of manufacture, and as a 
component part of an outlet of the class de 
scribed, an elongated shell substantially rectan 
gular in cross-sectional form and provided at its 
outer end with a closing cap having a central 
depression and a cross-pin forming a finger-grip, 
said finger-grip being located in said depression, 
said shell being provided interiorly with an axi 
ally extending shaft, said shaft being of insula 
tion material and being provided on one end por 
tion with a multiplicity of selectively usable sets 
of contact accommodation clips and being fur 
ther provided with longitudinal resilient contact 
fingerS. 

5. A multiple-purpose cord connecting outlet 
comprising a receptacle adapted to be fixedly 
mounted on a wall, or the like, said receptacle 
being provided with current pick-up and deliver 
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ing arms and further provided With means to 
supply current to said arms from a conventional REFERENCES C TED 
electric source, a current feeder unit telescopically The following references are of record in the 
mounted in said receptacle, an adapter shaft file of this patent: 
mounted longitudinally in said unit, said shaft is being provided with a multiplicity of selectively UNITED STATES PATENTS 
usable contact clips, said clips being adapted to Number Name Date 
accommodate prongs on cord plugs and the like, 1,442,284 McKay ------------ Jan. 16, 1923 
said shaft being provided with longitudinally 2,196,842 Strazzalbosco ...------ Apr. 9, 1940 
extending contact fingers, said contact fingers 10 

- having slidable resilient contact With said arms. 
EE M. SEAVER. 


