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This invention relates to an ash receiver and more par-
ticularly to an individual, disposable cigarette or cigar
ash receiver adapted io be packaged with a cigarette or
cigar.

Smokers frequently find themselves in need of a small,
easily carried and disposable ash receiver particularly at
crowded social events. In such circumstances, ash trays
may be unavailable or full and many smokers will allow
ashes to drop on a floor or rug. Such procedure not
only soils the floor or rug and results in unsightly litter
but creates.a definite fire hazard.

While individual disposable ash receivers heretofore
have been devised, none has proved completely satis-
factory. Some such prior art devices are consiructed
integral with a cigarette and must be left on the cigareite
while is.is being smoked, this causing inconvenience to
the smoker and giving the cigarette an unsightly appear-
ance. Other available disposable ash trays either have
been too large to be practical or to be conveniently
packaged with cigarettes or have been characterized by
by constructions which render difficult the deposition
therein of ashes.

To overcome the disadvantage of prior art ash receiv-
ers, it is an object of this invention to provide an im-
proved disposable ash receiver which encloses and can
be packaged with an individual cigarette or cigar and
yet provide a highly accessible depository for ashes.

A further object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved individual disposable ash receiver having a com-
pact construction which facilitates packing with cigarettes
or cigars without substantially increasing the size of the
package but may be opened to provide a convenient
irough to receive ashes and the cigarette butt after smok-
ing.

A still further object of the invention is to provide
such an improved ash receiver which is inexpensive and
simple in construction.

Broadly, the invention embraces an individual dis-
posable ash receiver comprising an elongated tubular body
configuration to removably encase an elongated smokeable
tobacco product and to be thus packaged with said pro-
duct, said body having a closed end and a sidewall having
a closed lower portion of substantial length adjoining
said closed end, said sidewall having an upper portion
with a longitudinal opening therein to define a trough
to receive ashes deposited in said opening and to guide
said ashes into said closed lower portion. Preferably
the upper portion is normally tubular with a longitudinal
severance line which permits the upper portion to be
opened to form the trough. For convenience the longi-
tudinal severance line may be discontinuous or ctherwise
be provided with separable bridging means tc normally
hold the severance line closed. Alternatively, the sever-
ance line may be a continuous cut without any bridging
means.

The invention having been generally described, a pre-
ferred specific embodiment will now be discussed in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawing in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspeciive view of an individual dis-
pesable ash receiver constructed according to the principles
of the present invention showing the ash receiver en-
closing a cigarette;

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken along
line 2—2 of FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view showing the ash re-
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ceiver removed from the cigarette with its upper portion
opened to form a trough to receive ashes.

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken along
lines 4—4 of FIGURE 3;

FIGURE 5 is a top plan view of the blank from which
the individual disposable ash receiver is formed.

FIGURE 6 is a top plan view of an opened package
of cigarettes containing two ash receivers.

The body 1 of the ash receiver is formed from thin
flexible material such as conventional paperboard. If
desired a fire resistant material may be employed. For
example, the paperboard may be chemically treated by
any conventicnal technique to render it fire resistant.
Preferably the body 1 comprises a one-piece blank 2
which is divided into upper and lower portions, 3 and
4 respectively, by a severance line 5 extending transversely
partially across the body intermediate its ends as shown
in FIGURE 5. Extending longitudinally between the
top edge of upper portion 3 and severance line 5 is another
severance line 6, which divides the upper portion 3 into
a pair of flaps or sidewalls 9. A plurality of longitudinal
slits 7 are also provided on the bottom edge of lower
portion 4 to permit the formation of bottom flaps 8.
Glue strips 12 and 13 are provided along one side edge
and the bottom edge of the body, respectively.

The severance lines 5 and 6 referred to above may be
characterized by any of several constructions. For ex-
ample, as shown in FIGURE 5, the lines may be formed
by cutting slots in the body. Tear tabs 10 or other bridg-
ing means may be provided in the slots to hold the sections
thus formed together thereby forming separable lines of
weakness. Alternatively such lines of weakness could
be formed by spaced perforations of any configuration or
by mere scoring which does not extend completely through
the wall. Still further, the severance lines may be formed
by continuous slots in the body without any bridging
means.

In assembly of the ash receiver, the body 1 is formed
into a tubular configuration and the glue strip 12 is se-
cured to the opposite edge 14 of the body. It will be
understood that while the body 1 is preferably cylindrical
the term tubular as used herein is not limited to con-
figurations having a circular cross section. For example,
the body could approach a cylindrical form and yet have
a polygonal cross section.

Thereafter the bottom flaps 8§ are folded inwardly and
secured by glue strips 13 to close one end of the body
1. It wiil be understood that the bottom closure may
be formed by any of a variety of construciions. Referring
to FIGURE 6 it may be seen that a cigarette 15 may
then be inserted into the ash receiver body 1 whereupon
a plurality of cigarettes and associated individual ash
receivers may be packaged together in side by side relation
in the usual rectangular cigarette package 16 without sub-
stantially departing from the size or shape of such package.
If desired, less than all of the cigarettes in the package
may be equipped with an ash receiver. For example, one,
two or any number of ash receivers may be installed on
selected cigarettes in the package.

As shown in FIGURE 1, the ash receiver is preferably
shorter than the cigarette 15 to facilitate the extraction
of the cigarette from the receiver.

In use, a cigarette having an ash receiver associated
therewith is removed from a package, whereupon the
cigaretie is then extracted from the ash receiver. The
severance lines are broken and sidewalls 9 of upper portion
3 are opened and flared to form an open frough to receive
ashes from an ignited cigarette and guide them into the
still tubular portion 4 of the ash receiver as shown in
FIGURE 3. When the cigarette has been smoked, the
butt may be inserted into the bottom portion 4 of the
ash receiver whereupon the top portion 3 may be folded
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over to cut off the oxygen supply and thereby completely
extinguish the cigarette. The ash receiver may then be
discarded or disposed of in any convenient manner.

While the ash receiver of this invention has been
described with particular reference to cigarettes, it is not
limited to use with cigarettes, but may be employed with
any elongated smokeable tobacco product including ciga-
rettes and cigars.

Moreover, while the invention has been described with
particular reference to a preferred specific embodiment,
many other modifications may be made by persons skilled
in the art without departing from the scope of the in-
vention which is defined solely by the following claims.

T claim:

1. An individual disposable ash receiver comprising a
tubular body to removably encase only a single elongated
smokeable tobacco product and thus to be packaged with
said product, said body having a:diameter slightly greater
than the diameter of said one product to closely surround
the product, said body having a transverse slot extending
around a portion of the circumference of said body in-
termediate its ends to divide said body into upper and
lower portions; said upper portion having an open upper
end and a longitudinal slot extending between said trans-
verse slot and the open end of said upper portion so that
said upper portion may be opened into a flared trough to
facilitate the receiving of gshes when said product is
removed, said lower portion having a closed wall of sub-
stantial strength: at the lower end of said slot to prevent
extension of said trough into said lower portion.

2. An article according to claim 1 wherein said slots
are discontinuous with separable bridging portions there-
between.
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3. A package comprising a container, a plurality of
elongated smokeable tobacco products positioned in said
container in side by side relation, at iast one disposable
ash receiver having an elongated tubular body conform-
ing to the configuraticn of and removably encasing a
respeciive one only of said products, said body having a
diameter slightly greater than the diameter of said ome
product to closely surround the product and an open up-
per end to permit longitudinal removal of the product,
said body having a closed end and means to provide an
opening in said- body having a cross sectional area sub-
tantially larger than the cross sectional area of said body
below said opening for receiving ashes into said opening
when said body is removed from its respective one of
said products, said opening extending longitudinally only
a portion of the length of said body, said body having
a wall of substantial strength at the lower end of said
opening to prevent extension thereof beyond said lower
end.

4. A package as recited in claim 3 wherein said tubular
body is shorter than its encased product which protrudes
from said open-end.

References Cited in the file of this patent

UNITED STATES PATENTS
1,692,410 Jones o ___ Nov. 20, 1928
2,122,480 Lowey July 5, 1938
2,128,374 Midulla . __________ Aug. 30, 1938
2,194,168 Kiein Mar. 19, 1940
2,850,705 Beck o __ June 16, 1959
2,900,987 Campbell _____________ Aug. 25, 1959
3,028,950 Content ________________ Apr. 10, 1962



