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1
ULTRASOUND DIAGNOSTIC APPARATUS
AND EXAMINATION METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Applications No. 2019-
183746, filed Oct. 4, 2019; and No. 2020-165947, filed Sep.
30, 2020; the entire contents of both of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to an
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus and an examination method.

BACKGROUND

Doppler imaging representing a color Doppler method is
known widely as a bloodstream visualization technique
using ultrasound waves. In Doppler imaging, a bloodstream
image is generated by analyzing a frequency shift that is
received when a reflected wave signal of an ultrasound pulse
emitted by an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus is reflected by
a moving object such as a bloodstream or cardiac wall, etc.
Since an intensity of a reflected wave from a bloodstream is
weaker than an intensity of a reflected wave from tissue
other than the bloodstream, filter processing (so-called wall
motion filtering) for reducing signals with small frequency
shifts is performed to suppress signal components from
tissues other than the bloodstream.

The frequency shift that the reflected wave signal under-
goes depends on a velocity component in an ultrasound
transmission direction. Therefore, a bloodstream with a
small velocity component in the ultrasound transmission
direction, such as a reflected wave signal reflected by a
bloodstream flowing orthogonally to the ultrasound trans-
mission direction, will be suppressed by the filter process-
ing.

Furthermore, since blood is an assembly of scatterers in
sizes equal to or smaller than an ultrasound wavelength,
reflected wave signals reflected by the scatterers may receive
interference. Therefore, scattered signals from blood form
spatially irregular amplitude distributions referred to as
speckle patterns; that is, form amplitude distributions where
local amplitude drops occur. Furthermore, since frequencies
of ultrasound waves vary locally, even if the bloodstream
velocity and the ultrasound pulse transmission direction are
the same, there may be differences in the observed frequency
shift amount, which may cause differences in amplitudes of
reception signals.

Therefore, in Doppler imaging, the direction in which the
bloodstream flows and/or the presence of scatterers in the
blood may cause luminance irregularities in a bloodstream
image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a functional configu-
ration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to a
first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a direction in which a
transmission beam generated by ultrasound transmission
circuitry shown in FIG. 1 is formed.
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FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing operations of processing
circuitry when displaying an ultrasound image on a display
device of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus shown in FIG.
1.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing transmission/reception
beams of direction patterns A and B, and a transmission/
reception beam of direction pattern C prepared for simula-
tion based on signals of direction patterns A and B.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a scanning line direction
realized by the transmission/reception beams of direction
patterns A, B, and C.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing operations of the processing
circuitry in a case where a wall filter is an adaptive filter.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a functional configu-
ration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to a
second embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing operations of processing
circuitry when displaying an ultrasound image on a display
device of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus shown in FIG.
7.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing transmission/reception
beams of direction pattern C prepared in real time based on
signals of direction patterns A and B in a first modification.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing transmission/reception
beams of direction pattern C prepared in real time based on
signals of direction patterns A and B in a second modifica-
tion.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing directions in which trans-
mission beams are formed in a third modification.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In general, according to one embodiment, an ultrasound
diagnostic apparatus includes processing circuitry. The pro-
cessing circuitry forms a first transmission beam in a plu-
rality of directions belonging to a first direction group, forms
at least one first reception beam for each of the first
transmission beams, forms a second transmission beam in a
plurality of directions belonging to a second direction group,
after an elapse of a predetermined time from performing a
scan for the first direction group, forms at least one second
reception beam for each of the second transmission beams,
applies a wall filter to reception signals obtained by the first
reception beams and the second reception beams, calculates
bloodstream information based on the filtered reception
signals, and generates image data based on the calculated
bloodstream information.

Embodiments will be described below with reference to
the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a
functional configuration of an ultrasound diagnostic appa-
ratus 1 according to a first embodiment. The ultrasound
diagnostic apparatus 1 shown in FIG. 1 includes an appa-
ratus main body 10 and an ultrasound probe 20. The
apparatus main body 10 is connected to an input device 30
and a display device 40. The apparatus main body 10 is
connected to an external device 50 via a network NW.

The ultrasound probe 20 executes ultrasound scanning in
a scan area of a living body P, which is the subject, under the
control of, for example, the apparatus main body 10. The
ultrasound probe 20 includes, for example, a plurality of
piezoelectric transducers, a matching layer provided in each
of the piezoelectric transducers, and a backing material that
prevents ultrasound waves from propagating backward from
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the piezoelectric transducers. The ultrasound probe 20 is
detachably connected to the apparatus main body 10. The
ultrasound probe 20 may be provided with a button which is
pressed when offset processing is performed or when an
ultrasound image freezes.

The ultrasound probe 20 is, for example, a one-dimen-
sional array linear probe in which a plurality of ultrasound
transducers are arranged in a predetermined direction, a
two-dimensional array probe in which a plurality of piezo-
electric transducers are arranged in the form of a matrix, or
a mechanical four-dimensional probe capable of executing
an ultrasound scan while mechanically flapping a piezoelec-
tric transducer line in directions orthogonal to the alignment
direction.

The piezoelectric transducers generate an ultrasound
wave based on a drive signal supplied from ultrasound
transmission circuitry 11 to be described later, which is
included in the apparatus main body 10. An ultrasound wave
is thereby transmitted from the ultrasound probe 20 to the
living body P. When an ultrasound wave is transmitted from
the ultrasound probe 20 to the living body P, the transmitted
ultrasound wave is sequentially reflected on the acoustic
impedance discontinuous surface of the body tissue of the
living body P, and is received as a reflected wave signal by
a plurality of piezoelectric elements. The amplitude of the
received reflected wave signal depends on the difference in
acoustic impedance on the discontinuous surface from
which the ultrasound wave is reflected. If the transmitted
ultrasound pulse is reflected from the surface of, for
example, a moving bloodstream or cardiac wall, the fre-
quency of the resultant reflected wave signal will be shifted
due to the Doppler effect, with the shift depending on the
velocity component in the ultrasound transmission direction
of the moving object. The ultrasound probe 20 receives the
reflected wave signal from the living body P, and converts it
into an electrical signal.

FIG. 1 only shows a connection relationship between the
ultrasound probe 20 used for ultrasound scanning and the
apparatus main body 10. However, a plurality of ultrasound
probes may be connected to the apparatus main body 10.
Which of the connected ultrasound probes is to be used for
the ultrasound scanning can be selected freely by a switch-
ing operation.

The apparatus main body 10 generates an ultrasound
image based on the reflected wave signal received by the
ultrasound probe 20. The apparatus main body 10 includes
ultrasound transmission circuitry 11, ultrasound reception
circuitry 12, internal storage 13, an image memory 14, an
input interface 15, an output interface 16, a communication
interface 17, and processing circuitry 18.

The ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 is a processor
that supplies a drive signal to the ultrasound probe 20. The
ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 is realized by, for
example, a pulse generator, transmission delay circuitry, and
pulser circuitry. The pulse generator repeatedly generates a
rate pulse for forming a transmission ultrasound wave at a
predetermined pulse repetition frequency (PRF). The trans-
mission delay circuitry provides each rate pulse generated
by the pulse generator with a delay time for each piezoelec-
tric transducer, which is necessary for converging the ultra-
sound wave generated by the ultrasound probe 20 into a
beam form and determining a transmission directivity. The
transmission direction or the transmission delay time for
determining the transmission direction is stored in the inter-
nal storage 13, and is referred to upon transmission. The
pulser circuitry applies a drive signal (drive pulse) to the
multiple ultrasound transducers of the ultrasound probe 20 at
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a timing based on the rate pulse. By varying the delay time
provided to each rate pulse by the transmission delay
circuitry, the transmission direction from the piezoelectric
transducer surface can be freely adjusted.

The ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 has a function of
instantly changing the transmission frequency, transmission
drive voltage, or the like to execute a predetermined scan
sequence based on an instruction from the processing cir-
cuitry 18. In particular, the function of changing the trans-
mission drive voltage is realized by, for example, linear-
amplifier-type originating circuitry capable of instantly
changing the value or a mechanism for electrical switching
between a plurality of power-supply units.

The ultrasound reception circuitry 12 is a processor that
performs various types of processing on the reflected wave
signal received by the ultrasound probe 20, and thereby
generates a reception signal. The ultrasound reception cir-
cuitry 12 may be realized by, for example, a preamplifier, an
A/D converter, a demodulator, and a beam former.

The preamplifier performs gain correction processing by
amplifying the reflected wave signal received by the ultra-
sound probe 20 for each channel. At this time, the pream-
plifier changes a gain value in accordance with, for example,
a predetermined time response. The time response of the
gain applied to the reception signal at the preamplifier is
stored in the internal storage 13. The A/D converter converts
the gain-corrected reflected wave signal into a digital signal.
The demodulator demodulates the digital signal, thereby
converting the digital signal into an in-phase signal (I-signal;
I: In-phase) and a quadrature signal (Q-signal; Q: Quadra-
ture-phase). The beam former provides the I-signal and
Q-signal (hereinafter referred to as an 1Q signal) with a delay
time necessary for determining a reception directivity. The
beam former sums 1Q signals each provided with a delay
time. Through the processing performed by the beam for-
mer, a reception signal is generated in which a reflection
component from a direction corresponding to the reception
directivity is emphasized.

The ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 and ultrasound
reception circuitry 12 are examples of a transmitter/receiver.

At least a part of the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11
and the ultrasound reception circuitry 12 may be shared. If
software beamforming is adopted by using reflected wave
signals, for example, at least part of the function of the
ultrasound reception circuitry 12 (e.g., reception beamform-
ing function) may be realized by the processing circuitry 18
instead, which will be described later. That is, the processing
circuitry 18 may also be an example of the transmitter/
receiver.

At least part of the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11
and the ultrasound reception circuitry 12 may be provided in
the ultrasound probe 20.

The internal storage 13 includes, for example, a magnetic
or optical storage medium, or a processor-readable storage
medium such as a semiconductor memory. The internal
storage 13 stores, for example, a program for realizing
ultrasound transmission/reception. The internal storage 13
also stores various types of data such as diagnostic infor-
mation, a scan sequence, a diagnostic protocol, an ultra-
sound transmission/reception condition, a signal processing
condition, an image generation condition, an image process-
ing condition, a body mark generation program, a display
condition, and a conversion table or the like that presets, for
each diagnostic site, the range of color data used for visu-
alization. The programs and various types of data may be
stored in advance in, for example, the internal storage 13, or
may be stored and distributed in a non-transitory storage
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medium, read from the non-transitory storage medium, and
installed in the internal storage 13.

The internal storage 13 stores the reception signal gener-
ated in the ultrasound reception circuitry 12 and various
ultrasound image data items, etc. generated in the processing
circuitry 18, in accordance with an operation input via the
input interface 15. The internal storage 13 may transfer the
stored data to the external device 50, etc. via the commu-
nication interface 17.

The internal storage 13 may be a driving device, etc. that
reads and writes various types of information with respect to
a portable storage medium such as a CD-ROM drive, DVD
drive, or flash memory. The internal storage 13 may also be
designed to write the stored data onto a portable storage
medium and store the data into the external device 50 by
way of a portable storage medium.

The image memory 14 includes, for example, a magnetic
or optical storage medium, or a processor-readable storage
medium such as a semiconductor memory. The image
memory 14 stores therein image data corresponding to a
plurality of frames immediately before a freeze operation
that is input via the input interface 15. The image data stored
in the image memory 14 is, for example, sequentially
displayed (as moving images).

The internal storage 13 and the image memory 14 need
not necessarily be realized by independent storage devices.
The internal storage 13 and the image memory 14 may be
realized by a single storage device. Each of the internal
storage 13 and the image memory 14 may be realized by a
plurality of storage devices.

The input interface 15 receives various commands from
an operator through the input device 30. The input device 30
may include a mouse, a keyboard, panel switches, slider
switches, a track ball, a rotary encoder, an operation panel,
a touch command screen (TCS), and the like. The input
interface 15 is coupled to the processing circuitry 18 via a
bus, for example, thereby converting an operation command
that is input by the operator to an electric signal, and
outputting this electric signal to the processing circuitry 18.
The input interface 15 is not limited to a component that is
coupled to a physical operation component such as a mouse
and keyboard. Examples of the input interface may include
circuitry that is configured to receive an electric signal
corresponding to an operation command input from an
external input device that is provided separately from the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1 and to output this electric
signal to the processing circuitry 18.

The output interface 16 is an interface for outputting, for
example, an electric signal from the processing circuitry 18
to the display device 40. The display device 40 may be any
display such as a liquid crystal display, an organic EL
display, an LED display, a plasma display, or a CRT display.
The output interface 16 is coupled to the processing circuitry
18 via the bus, for example, and outputs an electric signal
from the processing circuitry 18 to the display device.

The communication interface 17 is coupled to the external
device 50 via, for example, the network NW, and performs
data communications with the external device 50.

The processing circuitry 18 is, for example, a processor
that functions as a nerve center of the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 1. The processing circuitry 18 executes the pro-
gram stored in the internal storage 13, thereby realizing the
functions corresponding to the program. The processing
circuitry 18 may include, for example, a transmission/
reception function 181, B-mode processing function 182,
Doppler processing function 183, image generation function
184, and display control function 185. The present embodi-
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ment explains a case in which a single processor realizes the
transmission/reception function 181, B-mode processing
function 182, Doppler processing function 183, image gen-
eration function 184, and display control function 185.
However, the embodiment is not limited thereto. For
example, a plurality of independent processors may be
combined to configure the processing circuitry, and the
transmission/reception function 181, B-mode processing
function 182, Doppler processing function 183, image gen-
eration function 184, and display control function 185 may
be realized by executing programs of each processor. Dedi-
cated hardware circuitry capable of executing each function
may also be incorporated.

The transmission/reception function 181 is a function to
control the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 and the
ultrasound reception circuitry 12, thereby enabling the ultra-
sound probe 20 to perform ultrasound scanning. With the
transmission/reception function 181, the processing cir-
cuitry 18 controls the transmission of ultrasound waves by
the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 and the reception of
reflected wave signals by the ultrasound reception circuitry
12, in accordance with the information read from the internal
storage 13.

Specifically, the processing circuitry 18 controls the ultra-
sound transmission circuitry 11 so that the ultrasound trans-
mission circuitry 11 can apply, to the ultrasound transducers,
drive signals to which respective delay times are given. Each
of the ultrasound transducers transmits ultrasound waves at
a timing based on the given delay time. The ultrasound
waves transmitted from the ultrasound transducers are com-
bined into a transmission beam.

Furthermore, the processing circuitry 18 controls the
ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 so that a plurality of
patterns of directions in which the transmission beams are
formed exist, with a predetermined time difference therebe-
tween, in an imaging region of interest (ROI) set in a scan
area. Specifically, for example, the processing circuitry 18
controls the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 to form a
transmission beam in direction pattern A to which a plurality
of directions belong, and, after providing a predetermined
time difference, in direction pattern B to which a plurality of
directions belong. The directions included in direction pat-
tern A and the directions included in direction pattern B are
respectively different directions. The direction patterns may
also be referred to as direction groups. A predetermined time
difference indicates, for example, a time required for the
distributed state of most of the scatterers included in the
blood to be newly replaced.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
direction in which the transmission beam generated by the
ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 shown in FIG. 1 is
formed. According to FIG. 2, transmission beams are
sequentially formed from a first direction to a fifth direction
belonging to direction pattern A. Transmission beams are
also sequentially formed from a first direction to a fourth
direction belonging to direction pattern B. The five direc-
tions belonging to direction pattern A and the four directions
belonging to direction pattern B are respectively different
directions. Furthermore, a stand-by time of At exists
between reception of a reflected wave signal with respect to
a transmission beam formed in the last direction belonging
to direction pattern A, that is, the fifth direction of direction
pattern A, and formation of a transmission beam in the first
direction belonging to direction pattern B, that is, the first
direction of direction pattern B. FIG. 2 explains an example
of a transmission beam in a sector-type electronic scan;
however, it is not limited thereto. The scan according to the
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present embodiment may be a convex scan or a linear scan.
Furthermore, the transmission beam may be a non-conver-
gent ultrasound beam such as a plane wave or a diffuse
wave.

Furthermore, for example, the processing circuitry 18
controls the ultrasound reception circuitry 12 so as to
generate at least one reception signal by providing each of
the reflected wave signals received by the ultrasound probe
20 with a delay time in consideration of the reception
directivity, and summing up the reflected wave signals to
which the delay time is added. In this manner, at least one
reception beam is formed with respect to a single transmis-
sion beam. The number of reception beams formed with
respect to one transmission beam is not limited to one, and
may be more than one.

The B-mode processing function 182 is a function to
generate B-mode data based on a reception signal received
from the ultrasound reception circuitry 12. Specifically, by
the B-mode processing function 182, the processing cir-
cuitry 18 performs envelope detection processing, logarith-
mic compression processing, and the like on the reception
signal received from the ultrasound reception circuitry 12 to
generate data (B-mode data) that expresses signal intensity
by brightness. The generated B-mode data is stored in a raw
data memory (not shown) as B-mode raw data on a two-
dimensional ultrasound scanning line (raster).

The Doppler processing function 183 is a function of
analyzing the frequency of the reception signal received
from the ultrasonic reception circuitry 12 to thereby generate
data (Doppler data) relating to bloodstream information
based on a Doppler effect of a moving object in an imaging
ROI set in the scan area. The bloodstream information
includes average velocity, dispersion, and power of the
bloodstream in the subject, or a combination thereof. The
generated Doppler data is stored in a raw data memory (not
shown in the drawings) as two-dimensional Doppler raw
data on an ultrasound scanning line.

Specifically, by the Doppler processing function 183, the
processing circuitry 18 executes, for example, filter process-
ing, combining processing, autocorrelation processing, and
arithmetic processing.

In the filter processing, a wall filter is applied to data
strings relating to a reflected wave signal continuously
reflected from the same position. The filter processing is an
example of a filtering unit. This allows signals (clutter
signals) related to any stationary tissue or slow-moving
tissue to be suppressed, and bloodstream-related signals to
be extracted. As the wall filter, for example, a moving target
indicator (MT1) filter is used. As the MTT filter, for example,
a butterworth infinite impulse response (IIR) filter or a
polynomial regression filter in which filter coefficients are
fixed is used.

In the combining processing, signals on which the filter
processing is performed are weighted for each direction
pattern and combined. The combining processing is an
example of a combining unit. In this manner, a signal of a
direction pattern that is different from the actually scanned
direction pattern is generated.

In the autocorrelation processing, an autocorrelation
operation is performed with respect to signals on which the
filter processing is performed and with respect to signals that
are combined. Specifically, for example, the processing
circuitry 18 calculates an autocorrelation value by obtaining
a complex conjugate of an IQ signal of the latest pulse from
which a clutter signal is removed and an IQ signal of a pulse
before.
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In the arithmetic processing, the bloodstream information
is calculated based on the signals on which the above
processing is performed. The arithmetic processing is an
example of an operation unit. Specifically, for example, the
processing circuitry 18 calculates an average velocity and
dispersion from the autocorrelation value calculated by the
autocorrelation processing. Furthermore, the processing cir-
cuitry 18 calculates the power by summing the square of an
absolute value of a real part and the square of an absolute
value of an imaginary part of the 1Q signal.

The processing performed by the processing circuitry 18
through the Doppler processing function 183 is not limited
to the filter processing, combining processing, autocorrela-
tion processing, and arithmetic processing. In addition to the
above processing, the processing circuitry 18 may execute,
for example, blank processing, space-smoothing processing,
and a time-direction-smoothing processing. Furthermore, in
the case where the direction pattern is not to be increased for
simulation, the combining processing does not have to be
implemented.

The image generation function 184 is a function of
generating various types of ultrasound image data based on
the data generated by the B-mode processing function 182
and/or Doppler processing function 183, and is an example
of an image generation unit. Specifically, by the image
generation function 184, the processing circuitry 18
executes, for example, a raw-pixel conversion, such as a
coordinate conversion corresponding to the mode of the
ultrasound scan by the ultrasonic probe 20, on B-mode raw
data stored in the raw data memory to generate B-mode
image data consisting of pixels.

The processing circuitry 18 also executes, for example, a
raw-pixel conversion on Doppler raw data stored in the raw
data memory to generate Doppler image data that visualizes
bloodstream information. The Doppler image data is aver-
age velocity image data, dispersion image data, power image
data, or image data obtained by a combination thereof.

The display control function 185 is a function of causing
the display device 40 to display images based on various
types of ultrasound image data generated by the image
generation function 184. Specifically, for example, by the
display control function 185, the processing circuitry 18
controls the display device 40 to display an image based on
the B-mode image data, the Doppler image data, or the
ultrasound image data including both types of data, gener-
ated by the image generation function 184.

For example, by the display control function 185, the
processing circuitry 18 converts (scan-converts) a scanning
line signal sequence of an ultrasound scan into a scanning
line signal sequence of a video format representatively used
by television, etc. to generate display image data. The
processing circuitry 18 may also perform various types of
processing, such as dynamic range, brightness, contrast, vy
curve corrections, and an RGB conversion, on the display
image data. The processing circuitry 18 may also add
supplementary information, such as textual information of
various parameters, a scale, or a body mark, to the display
image data. The processing circuitry 18 may also generate a
user interface (graphical user interface (GUI)) to allow the
operator to input various instructions through the input
device, and cause the display device 40 to display the GUI.

An example of measurement processing performed by the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1 configured in the above
manner will now be explained.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing an example of operations of
the processing circuitry 18 when displaying an ultrasound
image on a display device 40 of the ultrasound diagnostic
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apparatus 1 shown in FIG. 1. In the explanation of FIG. 3,
an imaging ROI for generating Doppler image data is
assumed to be set in a scan area via the input interface 15.

First, the operator selects, for example, a bloodstream
imaging mode, and inputs a start instruction to start the
selected bloodstream imaging mode via the input interface
15. When the start instruction to start the bloodstream
imaging mode is input, the processing circuitry 18 executes
the transmission/reception function 181. By the transmis-
sion/reception function 181, the processing circuitry 18
reads, for example, a scan sequence for the bloodstream
imaging mode from the internal storage 13. The processing
circuitry 18 executes a scan based on the read scan sequence.

For example, based on the scan sequence, the processing
circuitry 18 reads an ultrasound transmission/reception con-
dition for the color Doppler method from the internal storage
13. In the explanation of FIG. 3, the ultrasound transmission/
reception condition includes, for example, information for
forming transmission beams in direction patterns A and B,
and information of a time difference between a scan
executed for direction pattern A and a scan executed for
direction pattern B. The processing circuitry 18 sets the read
ultrasound transmission/reception condition in the ultra-
sound transmission circuitry 11.

Based on the set ultrasound transmission/reception con-
dition, the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 executes an
ultrasound scan for direction pattern A within the imaging
ROI (step S31).

Specifically, for example, the ultrasound transmission
circuitry 11 transmits ultrasound pulses a plurality of times
in the first direction of direction pattern A shown in FIG. 2.
The ultrasound pulses transmitted from the ultrasound probe
20 to the subject P are sequentially reflected on the acoustic
impedance discontinuous surface of the body tissue and the
bloodstream of the subject P. The reflected wave signals of
the ultrasound pulses undergo frequency shifts in relation to
the velocity component of the moving body of the blood-
stream or the cardiac wall, etc. The reflected wave signals
are received at the ultrasound probe 20.

For example, the ultrasound reception circuitry 12 per-
forms processing with respect to the reflected wave signals
received by the ultrasound probe 20 so that the directivity
matches the first direction of direction pattern A, and gen-
erates a reception signal. The generated reception signal is
retained in, for example, a buffer (not shown).

In the same manner, the ultrasound transmission circuitry
11 transmits ultrasound pulses a plurality of times in each of
the second to fifth directions of direction pattern A. The
ultrasound reception circuitry 12 receives reflected wave
signals of the transmitted ultrasound pulses via the ultra-
sound probe 20. For example, the ultrasound reception
circuitry 12 performs processing with respect to the received
reflected wave signals of the second to fifth directions so that
the directivity thereof respectively matches the second to
fifth directions of direction pattern A, and generates recep-
tion signals. The reception signals generated for the second
to fifth directions of direction pattern A are retained in, for
example, a buffer.

When a scan in the fifth direction of direction pattern A is
executed, and a stand-by time At has elapsed, the ultrasound
transmission circuitry 11 executes, based on the set ultra-
sound transmission/reception condition, an ultrasound scan
for direction pattern B within the imaging ROI (step S32).

Specifically, for example, the ultrasound transmission
circuitry 11 sequentially transmits ultrasound pulses a plu-
rality of times in each of the first to fourth directions of
direction pattern B shown in FIG. 2. The ultrasound recep-
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tion circuitry 12 receives reflected wave signals of the
transmitted ultrasound pulses via the ultrasound probe 20.
For example, the ultrasound reception circuitry 12 performs
processing with respect to the received reflected wave
signals of the first to fourth directions so that the directivity
thereof respectively matches the first to fourth directions of
direction pattern B, and generates reception signals. The
reception signals generated for the first to fourth directions
of direction pattern B are retained in, for example, a buffer.

When a scan for the color Doppler method is executed,
the processing circuitry 18 executes the Doppler processing
function 183 (step S33).

Specifically, for example, by the Doppler processing
function 183, the processing circuitry 18 suppresses signals
(clutter signals) related to stationary tissues or slow-moving
tissues by applying a wall filter with respect to the reception
signals generated for the first direction of direction pattern A
so that bloodstream-related signals can be extracted. The
processing circuitry 18 performs autocorrelation processing
with respect to the signal on which the filter processing is
performed, and calculates the autocorrelation value. From
the calculated autocorrelation value, the processing circuitry
18 calculates an average velocity and dispersion for each
sampled value of the first direction of direction pattern A.
The processing circuitry 18 also calculates the power for
each sampled value of the first direction of direction pattern
A from the signal on which the filter processing is per-
formed. In this manner, Doppler raw data for the first
direction of direction pattern A is generated.

The processing circuitry 18 executes the same processing
with respect to the reception signals generated for each of
the second to fifth directions of direction pattern A. In this
manner, Doppler raw data for each of the second to fifth
directions of direction pattern A is generated.

The processing circuitry 18 also executes the same pro-
cessing with respect to the reception signals generated for
the first to fourth directions of direction pattern B. In this
manner, Doppler raw data for each of the first to fourth
directions of direction pattern B is generated.

The processing circuitry 18 also applies a predetermined
weight to each of the signals of direction pattern A and
direction pattern B on which the filter processing is per-
formed, and combines them. For example, the processing
circuitry 18 applies a predetermined weight to each of the
signals of the first direction of direction pattern A and the
first direction of direction pattern B and combines them. In
this manner, signals may be calculated from a direction
between the first direction of direction pattern A and the first
direction of direction pattern B. In the same manner, for
example, the processing circuitry 18 applies a predetermined
weight to each of the signals of the other directions of
direction pattern A and the other directions of direction
pattern B and combines them. In this manner, signals may be
calculated from direction pattern C, which is different from
direction Patterns A and B. The processing circuitry 18
executes autocorrelation processing and arithmetic process-
ing with respect to the reception signals generated for each
direction belonging to direction pattern C, and calculates an
average velocity, dispersion, and power for each sampled
value of each direction belonging to direction pattern C. In
this manner, Doppler raw data for each direction belonging
to direction pattern C is generated.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
transmission/reception beams of direction patterns A and B,
and a transmission/reception beam of direction pattern C
prepared for simulation based on the signals of direction
patterns A and B. As shown in FIG. 4, transmission/recep-
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tion beams are formed in a plurality of directions belonging
to direction pattern A and a plurality of directions belonging
to direction pattern B. By combining the signals relating to
aplurality of directions belonging to direction patterns A and
B, signals relating to direction pattern C may be calculated.
In other words, transmission/reception beams of direction
pattern C are formed in the manner expressed by a bold solid
line in FIG. 4.

When the Doppler raw data is generated for direction
patterns A, B, and C, the processing circuitry 18 executes the
image generation function 184 (step S34).

Specifically, for example, by the image generation func-
tion 184, the processing circuitry 18 executes a raw-pixel
conversion on the Doppler raw data for direction patterns A,
B, and C to generate Doppler image data for the bloodstream
information in the imaging ROI.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
scanning line direction realized by the transmission/recep-
tion beams of direction patterns A, B, and C. In this manner,
the examination can be performed based on transmission/
reception beams with a higher density than those formed
only by direction patterns A and B.

In the bloodstream imaging mode, for example, a B-mode
scan is performed in parallel with a color Doppler scan. For
example, the processing circuitry 18 reads, from the internal
storage 13, an ultrasound transmission/reception condition
for the B-mode scan based on the scan sequence. The
processing circuitry 18 sets the read ultrasound transmis-
sion/reception condition in the ultrasound transmission cir-
cuitry 11. The ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 transmits
an ultrasound wave from the ultrasound probe 20 to the
subject P based on the set ultrasound transmission/reception
condition.

The ultrasound wave transmitted from the ultrasound
probe 20 to the subject P is sequentially reflected by acoustic
impedance discontinuous surfaces in the body tissue of the
subject P, and is received at the ultrasound probe 20 as a
reflected wave signal. The ultrasound reception circuitry 12
performs various types of processing on the reflected wave
signal received by the ultrasound probe 20 to generate a
reception signal. The generated reception signal is retained
in, for example, a buffer.

When the B-mode scan is executed, by the B-mode
processing function 182, the processing circuitry 18 gener-
ates B-mode data for the scan area based on the reception
signal retained in the buffer.

When the B-mode data is generated, by the image gen-
eration function 184, the processing circuitry 18 generates
B-mode image data based on the B-mode data. When the
Doppler image data and the B-mode image data are gener-
ated, the processing circuitry 18 generates ultrasound image
data in which the image data is combined.

When the ultrasound image data is generated, by the
display control function 185, the processing circuitry 18
displays an image based on the generated ultrasound image
data on the display device 40 (step S35).

The processing circuitry 18 then determines whether or
not to continue the measurement (step S36). For example,
the processing circuitry 18 ends the processing when it
receives an instruction to end the measurement from the
operator via the input interface 15, or an operation to end the
measurement is input to the ultrasound probe 20 (step S36,
No). In the case where the above input is not made (step S36,
Yes), the processing circuitry 18 repeats the processing from
step S31.

In the above manner, in the first embodiment, the ultra-
sound transmission circuitry 11 forms transmission beams in
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aplurality of directions belonging to direction pattern (direc-
tion group) A. The ultrasound transmission circuitry 11
forms transmission beams in a plurality of directions belong-
ing to direction pattern B after a predetermined time has
elapsed from performing the scan for direction pattern A.
The ultrasound reception circuitry 12 forms at least one
reception beam in response to every transmission beam. The
processing circuitry 18 applies a wall filter to the reception
signals obtained by performing scans for direction patterns
A and B, and calculates the bloodstream information based
on the filtered signals. The processing circuitry 18 is con-
figured to generate the image data based on the calculated
bloodstream information. In this manner, since transmission
beams of different directions may be formed between direc-
tion patterns A and B, sensitivity differences which may
occur in accordance with the direction in which the blood-
stream flows may be suppressed. Furthermore, since there is
a predetermined time difference between the scan of direc-
tion pattern A and the scan of direction pattern B, and the
arrangement of the scatterers in the blood changes, the
influence from spatial amplitude fluctuations of the received
ultrasound signals caused by the arrangement patterns of the
scatterers in the blood may be suppressed.

In the first embodiment, an example of a case in which the
filter coefficient of the wall filter in the filter processing is
fixed is explained. However, the filter coefficient of the wall
filter does not have to be fixed. For example, the wall filter
may be an adaptive filter that changes the coeflicient in
accordance with the input signal using eigenvalue decom-
position or singular value decomposition, etc.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing an example of operations of
the processing circuitry 18 in a case where the wall filter is
an adaptive filter. In FIG. 6, when an ultrasound scan is
executed for direction pattern A (step S31), the processing
circuitry 18 determines a filter coefficient for a reception
signal generated by this scan (step S61). For example, the
processing circuitry 18 calculates a characteristic vector
from a correlation matrix relating to the reception signal, and
calculates a coefficient to be used for the wall filter from the
calculated characteristic vector.

When an ultrasound scan is executed on direction pattern
B (step S32), the processing circuitry 18 determines a filter
coeflicient for a reception signal generated by this scan (step
S62).

When the filter coefficient for the reception signal of
direction pattern B is determined, the processing circuitry 18
uses the determined filter coefficient to execute the Doppler
processing function 183 in step S33.

In this manner, by adopting an adaptive wall filter in
which the filter coefficient is changeable, a clutter signal can
be suppressed more efficiently. Furthermore, by obtaining a
filter coefficient that is adaptive to each of the reception
signal groups having different transmission direction pat-
terns, differences will occur in a velocity range value, etc.,
which will enhance independence among the bloodstream
Doppler signals. Therefore, by combining these reception
signals, it is possible to enhance the effect of suppressing
irregularities in the amplitude of the bloodstream signals
caused by interference.

In the first embodiment, an example of a case in which
signals of direction pattern C, which is different from
direction patterns A and B, are generated based on the
signals of direction patterns A and B is explained. However,
the signals of direction pattern C do not have to be gener-
ated.

In the case where the signals of direction pattern C are not
generated, for example, the processing circuitry 18 gener-
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ates, by the image generation function 184, the Doppler
image data relating to the bloodstream information in the
imaging ROI by executing the raw-pixel conversion on the
Doppler raw data for direction patterns A and B.
Furthermore, in the case where the signals of direction
pattern C are not generated, for example, the processing
circuitry 18 may execute, by the Doppler processing func-
tion 183, smoothing filtering processing between the signals
of direction pattern A and the signals of direction pattern B.
Specifically, for example, the processing circuitry 18 obtains
a value relating to a sampled value of interest by using a
weighted average of peripheral data including sampled
values of direction patterns A and B. Here, the filter coef-
ficients of the smoothing filter may be set as needed. For
example, the smoothing filter may be a Gaussian filter.
Furthermore, in the first embodiment, an example of
generating Doppler image data relating to the bloodstream
information by executing the raw-pixel conversion on the
Doppler raw data for direction patterns A, B, and C is
explained. However, the Doppler image data is not limited
to being based on the Doppler raw data relating to direction
patterns A, B, and C. For example, the processing circuitry
18 may generate the Doppler image data based on the
Doppler raw data relating to direction pattern C.
Specifically, for example, in step S34 of FIG. 3, the
processing circuitry 18 executes a raw-pixel conversion on
the Doppler raw data relating to direction pattern C to
generate Doppler image data for the bloodstream informa-
tion in the imaging ROL
Furthermore, in the first embodiment, an example of a
case in which the Doppler processing function 183 combines
the signals relating to direction patterns A and B to generate
the signals relating to direction pattern C is explained.
However, the signals relating to direction patterns A and B
are not limited to being combined by the Doppler processing
function 183. The signals of direction patterns A and B may
be combined at any time. For example, the signals may be
combined by the image generation function 184.
Specifically, for example, by the image generation func-
tion 184, the processing circuitry 18 combines the Doppler
raw data relating to direction patterns A and B to calculate
the Doppler raw data relating to direction pattern C, which
is different from direction patterns A and B. That is, the
image generation function 184 may also be an example of a
combining unit. The processing circuitry 18 executes a
raw-pixel conversion on the Doppler raw data relating to
direction patterns A, B, and C to generate the Doppler image
data for the bloodstream information in the imaging ROIL.
The matter of combining the signals relating to direction
patterns A and B is not limited to digital signals. For
example, RF signals, baseband signals, or signals obtained
after envelope detection processing may be combined.

Second Embodiment

In the first embodiment, an example of a case in which the
direction pattern and time difference At are set in advance is
explained. In a second embodiment, a case in which a
direction pattern and time difference At are determined by
performing a scan in advance will be explained.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing an example of a
functional configuration of an ultrasound diagnostic appa-
ratus la according to the second embodiment. The ultra-
sound diagnostic apparatus 1la shown in FIG. 7 includes an
apparatus main body 10a and an ultrasound probe 20. The
apparatus main body 10a is connected to an input device 30
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and a display device 40. The apparatus main body 10a is
connected to an external device 50 via a network NW.

The apparatus main body 10a generates an ultrasound
image based on a reflected wave signal received by the
ultrasound probe 20. The apparatus main body 10a includes
ultrasound transmission circuitry 11, ultrasound reception
circuitry 12, internal storage 13, an image memory 14, an
input interface 15, an output interface 16, a communication
interface 17, and processing circuitry 18a.

The processing circuitry 18a is, for example, a processor
that functions as a nerve center of the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus la. The processing circuitry 18a executes a pro-
gram stored in the internal storage 13, thereby realizing the
functions corresponding to the program. The processing
circuitry 184 may include, for example, a transmission/
reception function 181, B-mode processing function 182,
Doppler processing function 183, image generation function
184, display control function 185, and pre-scan function
186. The present embodiment explains a case in which a
single processor realizes the transmission/reception function
181, B-mode processing function 182, Doppler processing
function 183, image generation function 184, display control
function 185, and pre-scan function 186. However, the
embodiment is not limited thereto. For example, processing
circuitry may be configured by combining a plurality of
independent processors, and the transmission/reception
function 181, B-mode processing function 182, Doppler
processing function 183, image generation function 184,
display control function 185, and pre-scan function 186 may
be realized by executing programs of each processor. Dedi-
cated hardware circuitry capable of executing each function
may be incorporated.

The pre-scan function 186 serves to control a scan for
determining a direction pattern and time difference At in
advance, and is an example of a preliminary treatment
controller. With the pre-scan function 186, the processing
circuitry 18 controls the transmission of ultrasound waves
by the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 and the reception
of reflected wave signals by the ultrasound reception cir-
cuitry 12, in accordance with the information for the pre-
scan read from the internal storage 13. The processing
circuitry 18 determines the direction pattern and the time
difference At based on the reception signals acquired by the
pre-scan.

An example of measurement processing performed by the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1a configured in the above
manner will now be explained.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing an example of operations of
the processing circuitry 18a when displaying an ultrasound
image on the display device 40 of the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 1a shown in FIG. 7. In the explanation of FIG. 8,
an imaging ROI for generating Doppler image data is
assumed to be set in a scan area via the input interface 15.

First, an operator selects, for example, a bloodstream
imaging mode, and inputs a start instruction to start the
selected bloodstream imaging mode via the input interface
15. When the start instruction to start the bloodstream
imaging mode is input, the processing circuitry 18a executes
the pre-scan function 186.

With the pre-scan function 186, the processing circuitry
18a first executes a scan on the imaging ROI (step S81).
Specifically, for example, the processing circuitry 18a reads
an ultrasound transmission/reception condition for the pre-
scan from the internal storage 13. In the explanation relating
to FIG. 8, the ultrasound transmission/reception condition
includes, for example, information for forming transmission
beams in direction pattern A as a default. The processing
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circuitry 18a sets the read ultrasound transmission/reception
condition in the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11.

Based on the set ultrasound transmission/reception con-
dition, the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 sequentially
transmits ultrasound pulses a plurality of times in each
direction belonging to direction pattern A within the imaging
ROIL. The ultrasound reception circuitry 12 receives reflected
wave signals of the transmitted ultrasound pulses via the
ultrasound probe 20. The ultrasound reception circuitry 12
performs processing with respect to the received reflected
wave signals of each direction so that, for example, the
directivity thereof respectively matches each direction of
direction pattern A, and generates reception signals.

When a scan is executed, by the Doppler processing
function 183, the processing circuitry 18a generates Doppler
data from the generated reception signals. When the Doppler
data is generated, by the image generation function 184, the
processing circuitry 18a generates Doppler image data in
which bloodstream information is visualized.

The processing circuitry 18a analyzes the generated Dop-
pler image data to detect luminance irregularities included in
the Doppler image data. Specifically, for example, the pro-
cessing circuitry 18a analyzes the generated Doppler image
data to calculate an index for detecting the luminance
irregularity. The luminance irregularity indicates an area in
which luminance is unnaturally low compared to the lumi-
nance of a surrounding area. The index for detecting the
luminance irregularity is an index for evaluating spatial
evenness of a bloodstream signal intensity, for which, for
example, a luminance dispersion/average is used. According
to this index, when an index value is high, the luminance is
highly irregular in an image. However, the index is not
limited thereto.

The processing circuitry 18a determines the direction
pattern and the time difference based on the calculated index
(step S82). Specifically, for example, the processing cir-
cuitry 18a determines the direction pattern such that the
transmission beams pass through an area with a high index
value, and are formed in a density in accordance with the
level of the index value. Furthermore, the processing cir-
cuitry 18a determines the time difference in accordance with
the level of the index value. The direction pattern and the
time difference may be associated with the index value and
a position of an area with a high index value, and have a
plurality of pieces of candidate data stored in the internal
storage 13 in advance. Furthermore, the direction pattern
and the time difference may be generated appropriately in
accordance with the calculated index value and the position
of an area with a high index value.

When the direction pattern and the time difference are
determined, the processing circuitry 18a executes the trans-
mission/reception function 181. With the transmission/re-
ception function 181, the processing circuitry 18a reads, for
example, a scan sequence for the bloodstream imaging mode
from the internal storage 13. The processing circuitry 18a
executes a scan based on the read scan sequence.

For example, based on the scan sequence, the processing
circuitry 18a reads an ultrasound transmission/reception
condition for a color Doppler method from the internal
storage 13. In the explanation relating to FIG. 8, the ultra-
sound transmission/reception condition includes, for
example, information for forming transmission beams in
direction pattern A as a default. The ultrasound transmission/
reception condition also includes, for example, information
for forming transmission beams in direction pattern B'
determined by the pre-scan, and information relating to a
time difference determined by the pre-scan. The processing
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circuitry 18a sets the read ultrasonic transmission/reception
condition in the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11.

Based on the set ultrasound transmission/reception con-
dition, the ultrasound transmission circuitry 11 executes an
ultrasound scan for direction pattern A within the imaging
ROI (step S31).

Specifically, for example, based on the set ultrasound
transmission/reception condition, the ultrasound transmis-
sion circuitry 11 sequentially transmits ultrasound pulses a
plurality of times in each direction belonging to direction
pattern A within the imaging ROI. The ultrasound reception
circuitry 12 receives reflected wave signals of the transmit-
ted ultrasound pulses via the ultrasound probe 20. The
ultrasound reception circuitry 12 performs processing with
respect to the received reflected wave signals of each direc-
tion so that, for example, the directivity thereof respectively
matches each direction of direction pattern A, and generates
reception signals.

When a scan is executed for direction pattern A, and a
determined time At' has elapsed, based on the set ultrasound
transmission/reception condition, the ultrasound transmis-
sion circuitry 11 executes an ultrasound scan for direction
pattern B' within the imaging ROI (step S83).

Specifically, for example, the ultrasound transmission
circuitry 11 sequentially transmits ultrasound pulses a plu-
rality of times in each direction belonging to direction
pattern B'. The ultrasound reception circuitry 12 receives
reflected wave signals of the transmitted ultrasound pulses
via the ultrasound probe 20. The ultrasound reception cir-
cuitry 12 performs processing with respect to the received
reflected wave signals of each direction so that, for example,
the directivity thereof respectively matches each direction of
direction pattern B', and generates reception signals.

When a scan for the color Doppler method is executed,
the processing circuitry 18a executes the Doppler processing
function 183 (step S33), and generates Doppler raw data for
each direction belonging to direction patterns A and B'. The
processing circuitry 18a also applies a predetermined weight
to each of the signals of direction pattern A and direction
pattern B' and combines them to calculate signals from
direction pattern C', which is different from direction pat-
terns A and B'. The processing circuitry 18a executes
autocorrelation processing and arithmetic processing with
respect to the reception signals generated for each direction
belonging to direction pattern C', and generates Doppler raw
data for each direction belonging to direction pattern C'.

When the Doppler raw data is generated for direction
patterns A, B', and C, the processing circuitry 18a executes
the image generation function 184 (step S34), and generates
Doppler image data in the imaging ROI based on the
Doppler raw data relating to direction patterns A, B', and C'.
When B-mode image data is generated by a B-mode scan
executed in parallel with the color Doppler scan, the pro-
cessing circuitry 18a generates ultrasound image data in
which the Doppler image data and the B-mode image data
are combined.

When the ultrasound image data is generated, by the
display control function 185, the processing circuitry 18a
displays an image based on the generated ultrasound image
data on the display device 40 (step S35).

The processing circuitry 184 then determines whether or
not to continue the measurement (step S36). In a case where
an instruction to end the measurement is given (step S36,
No), the processing circuitry 18a ends the processing. In the
case where no instruction is given to end the measurement
(step S36, Yes), the processing circuitry 18a repeats the
processing from step S31.
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In the above manner, in the second embodiment, by the
pre-scan function 186, the processing circuitry 18a is con-
figured to determine the direction pattern and the time
difference based on the reception signals acquired by the
pre-scan. Therefore, in a case where there is an area with
spatially uneven bloodstream signal intensity, a direction
pattern and time difference suitable for such an area can be
adopted, thereby allowing the influence of a sensitivity
difference which may occur in accordance with the direction
in which the bloodstream flows and the influence of scat-
tered ultrasound waves caused by the scatterers in the blood
to be efficiently suppressed.

In the second embodiment, an example of a case in which
one direction pattern is determined in a pre-scan is
explained. However, the number of direction patterns deter-
mined by the pre-scan is not limited to one. For example,
two or more direction patterns may be determined.

For example, in a case where two direction patterns are
determined, the processing circuitry 184 forms transmission/
reception beams in a direction belonging to one of the
direction patterns determined in an initial ultrasound scan.
The processing circuitry 18a then forms transmission/recep-
tion beams in a direction belonging to the other direction of
the determined direction patterns in the next ultrasound
scan.

Furthermore, in the second embodiment, an example of a
case in which one direction pattern determined in the
pre-scan is utilized in the second ultrasound scan is
explained. However, the direction pattern determined by the
pre-scan may be utilized in the initial ultrasound scan.

Furthermore, in the second embodiment, the pre-scan is
explained as a scan independent of the initial ultrasound
scan utilizing direction pattern A which is set as a default.
However, the pre-scan may also be at least a part of the
initial ultrasound scan. For example, the processing circuitry
18a may analyze the Doppler image data generated based on
the reception signal acquired in step S31 shown in FIG. 8,
and calculate an index for evaluating spatial evenness of the
bloodstream signal intensity. The processing circuitry 18a
then determines the direction pattern and the time difference
based on the calculated index. The pre-scan may be executed
every time the ultrasound scan utilizing direction pattern A
is executed, or may be executed at a predetermined cycle.

Furthermore, in the second embodiment, an example of a
case in which a pre-scan is executed only once when starting
an examination is explained. However, the pre-scan is not
limited to being executed only once when starting the
examination. For example, the processing circuitry 18a may
execute the pre-scan at a predetermined cycle. That is, the
direction pattern and the time difference may vary for every
predetermined cycle.

Furthermore, in the second embodiment, an example of a
case in which direction patterns across the entire imaging
ROI are determined by a pre-scan is explained. However, the
direction patterns determined by the pre-scan are not limited
to those obtained across the entire imaging ROI. The pro-
cessing circuitry 18a¢ may determine direction patterns
including only directions of areas in which the bloodstream
signal intensity is spatially uneven, that is, areas in which
luminance irregularity is detected.

Therefore, since the scan range of the second ultrasound
scan becomes narrower, the frame rate improves.

(First Modification) In the first embodiment mentioned
above, a method of forming transmission/reception beams of
direction pattern C based on signals of direction patterns A
and B was explained. In a first modification, a method of
sequentially forming transmission/reception beams of direc-
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tion pattern C based on signals of direction patterns A and B
acquired in real time will be explained.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing transmission/reception
beams of direction pattern C prepared in real time based on
signals of direction patterns A and B in the first modification.
As shown in FIG. 9, transmission/reception beams are
formed in a plurality of directions belonging to direction
pattern A in a first phase, and transmission/reception beams
are formed in a plurality of directions belonging to direction
pattern B in a second time phase. By combining the signals
relating to a plurality of directions belonging to direction
patterns A and B corresponding to the first time phase and
the second time phase, signals relating to direction pattern C
may be calculated.

Subsequently, transmission/reception beams are formed
in a plurality of directions belonging to direction pattern A
in a third phase, and transmission/reception beams are
formed in a plurality of directions belonging to direction
Pattern B in a fourth time phase. By combining the signals
relating to a plurality of directions belonging to direction
patterns A and B corresponding to the third time phase and
the fourth time phase, signals relating to direction pattern C
may be calculated. Hereinafter, the above-mentioned pro-
cessing is repeated.

In the above manner, in the first modification, a first
combination is performed based on signals of direction
pattern A in the first time phase and signals of direction
pattern B in the second time phase, and a second combina-
tion is performed based on signals of direction pattern A in
the third time phase and signals of direction pattern B in the
fourth time phase. That is, in the first modification, every
time both of the signals of direction pattern A and the signals
of direction pattern B used for the combining are updated,
the combining of direction pattern C is performed. There-
fore, in the first modification, signals may be combined in
real time.

(Second Modification)

In the first modification mentioned above, in order to form
the transmission/reception beams of direction pattern C,
both signals of direction patterns A and B acquired in real
time were updated. However, it is not limited thereto. In a
second modification, a method of updating one of the signals
of direction patterns A and B acquired in real time to form
transmission/reception beams of direction pattern C will be
explained.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing transmission/reception
beams of direction pattern C prepared in real time based on
the signals of direction patterns A and B in the second
modification. As shown in FIG. 10, transmission/reception
beams are formed in a plurality of directions belonging to
direction pattern A in a first time phase, and transmission/
reception beams are formed in a plurality of directions
belonging to direction pattern B in a second time phase. By
combining the signals relating to a plurality of directions
belonging to direction patterns A and B corresponding to the
first time phase and the second time phase, signals relating
to direction pattern C may be calculated.

Subsequently, transmission/reception beams are formed
in a plurality of directions belonging to direction pattern A
in a third time phase. By combining the signals relating to
aplurality of directions belonging to direction patterns A and
B corresponding to the second time phase and the third time
phase, signals relating to direction pattern C may be calcu-
lated.

Furthermore, transmission/reception beams are formed in
a plurality of directions belonging to direction pattern B in
a fourth time phase. By combining the signals relating to a
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plurality of directions belonging to direction patterns A and
B corresponding to the third time phase and the fourth time
phase, signals relating to direction pattern C may be calcu-
lated. Hereinafter, the above-mentioned processing is
repeated.

In the above manner, in the second modification, a first
combination is performed based on signals of direction
pattern A in the first time phase and signals of direction
pattern B in the second time phase, a second combination is
performed based on signals of direction Pattern B in the
second time phase and signals of direction pattern A in the
third time phase, and a third combination is performed based
on signals of direction pattern A in the third time phase and
signals of direction pattern B in the fourth time phase. That
is, in the second modification, every time one of the signals
of direction pattern A or B used for the combining are
updated, the combining of direction pattern C is performed.
Therefore, in the second modification, a frame rate can be
further improved than in the first modification.

(Third Modification)

In each of the embodiments and modifications mentioned
above, methods of combining signals acquired from two
different direction patterns were explained. However, it is
not limited thereto. For example, signals acquired from three
or more different direction patterns may be combined. The
number of direction patterns may be determined by, for
example, a pre-scan. In the following, as an example, a
method of combining signals acquired from three different
direction patterns will be explained with reference to FIG.
11.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing directions in which trans-
mission beams are formed in a third modification. According
to FIG. 11, transmission beams are sequentially formed from
a first direction to a fifth direction belonging to direction
pattern a. Transmission beams are also sequentially formed
from a first direction to a fourth direction belonging to
direction pattern b. Transmission beams are also sequen-
tially formed from a first direction to a fourth direction
belonging to direction pattern c. The five directions belong-
ing to direction pattern a, the four directions belonging to
direction pattern b, and the four directions belonging to
direction pattern ¢ are respectively different directions.

The number of a plurality of directions belonging to each
of direction patterns a, b, and ¢ is not limited to the above.
For example, the number of the plurality of directions
belonging to each of direction patterns a, b, ¢ may all be the
same or may each be different. The plurality of directions
belonging to each of direction patterns a, b, and ¢ may also
be increased or reduced in accordance with a frame rate.

Furthermore, a stand-by time of At1 exists between recep-
tion of a reflected wave signal with respect to a transmission
beam formed in the last direction belonging to direction
pattern a, that is, the fifth direction of direction pattern a, and
formation of a transmission beam in the first direction
belonging to direction pattern b, that is, the first direction of
direction pattern b. Furthermore, a stand-by time of At2
exists between reception of a reflected wave signal with
respect to a transmission beam formed in the last direction
belonging to direction pattern b, that is, the fourth direction
of direction pattern b, and formation of a transmission beam
in the first direction belonging to direction pattern c, that is,
the first direction of direction pattern c.

Atime difference Atl and a time difference At2 may be the
same value or different values, may be set in advance, or
may be determined by a pre-scan.

In the manner mentioned above, in the third modification,
signals acquired from three different direction patterns can

20

25

30

40

45

50

65

20

be combined. Therefore, in the third modification, imaging
conditions can be determined more flexibly than in each of
the embodiments or each of the modifications mentioned
above.

According to at least one of the above-described embodi-
ments, the ultrasound diagnostic apparatuses 1 and 1a are
able to suppress the luminance irregularities in the blood-
stream image.

The word “processor” in the embodiment may refer to
circuitry such as a central processing unit (CPU), graphics
processing unit (GPU), or application specific integrated
circuit (ASIC); or a programmable logic device (e.g., simple
programmable logic device (SPLD), complex program-
mable logic device (CPLD), or field programmable gate
array (FPGA)). The processor realizes functions by reading
and executing programs stored in the memory circuitry.
Instead of storing the programs in the memory circuitry, the
programs may be directly incorporated in the circuitry of the
processor. In this case, the processor realizes the functions
by reading and executing the programs incorporated in the
circuitry. Each processor of the above embodiments is not
limited to a single circuit configured for each processor, but
may be configured as a single processor in which a plurality
of independent circuits are combined, and realize the func-
tions thereof. Furthermore, the structural components of
each of the above embodiments may be integrated into one
processor to realize their functions.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such
forms or modifications as would fall within the scope and
spirit of the inventions.

The invention claimed is:
1. An ultrasound diagnostic apparatus, comprising:
processing circuitry configured to
form a first transmission beam in each of a first plurality
of directions belonging to a first direction group, the
first transmission beam being formed multiple times
in each of the first plurality of directions;
form a first reception beam for each of the first trans-
mission beams so as to perform a first scan;
form a second transmission beam in each of a second
plurality of directions belonging to a second direc-
tion group, the second transmission beam being
formed multiple times in each of the second plurality
of directions, after an elapse of a predetermined time
from performing the first scan for the first direction
group, wherein one of the second plurality of direc-
tions is interposed between an adjacent pair of the
first plurality of directions and the predetermined
time is based on a bloodstream velocity;
form a second reception beam for each of the second
transmission beams so as to perform a second scan;
apply a wall filter to first reception signals obtained by
the first reception beams to generate first filtered
reception signals, and to second reception signals
obtained by the second reception beams to generate
second filtered reception signals;
calculate bloodstream information based on the gener-
ated first and second filtered reception signals; and
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generate image data based on the calculated blood-
stream information.

2. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to
adaptively determine a filter coefficient of the wall filter in
accordance with the first reception signals obtained by the
first reception beams and the second reception signals
obtained by the second reception beams.

3. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to:

calculate a third reception signal obtained by a third

reception beam corresponding to a third transmission
beam formed in each of a third plurality of directions
belonging to a third direction group by combining the
first reception signal obtained by the first reception
beam and the second reception signal obtained by the
second reception beam; and

generate the image data based on bloodstream informa-

tion calculated from the third reception signal.

4. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to:

calculate a third reception signal obtained by a third

reception beam corresponding to a third transmission
beam formed in each of a third plurality of directions
belonging to a third direction group by combining the
first reception signal obtained by the first reception
beam and the second reception signal obtained by the
second reception beam; and

generate the image data based on bloodstream informa-

tion calculated from the first, second, and third recep-
tion signals.

5. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to:

determine at least one of the first direction group and the

second direction group based on a reception signal
obtained by a pre-scan; and

determine the predetermined time based on the reception

signal obtained by the pre-scan.

6. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to:

determine, based on a reception signal obtained by a

pre-scan, a direction group including at least a direction
directed to an area in which bloodstream signal inten-
sity is spatially uneven as the first direction group or the
second direction group; and

determine the predetermined time based on the reception

signal obtained by the pre-scan.

7. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim
5, wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to
execute the pre-scan at a pre-set cycle.

8. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim
6, wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to
execute the pre-scan at a pre-set cycle.

9. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to:

determine the second direction group based on a reception

signal obtained by performing a scan for the first
direction group; and

determine the predetermined time based on the reception

signal obtained by performing the scan for the first
direction group.

10. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the processing circuitry is further config-
ured to:

form a third transmission beam in a third plurality of

directions belonging to the first direction group after an
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elapse of the predetermined time from performing the
second scan for the second direction group;
form a third reception beam for each of the third trans-
mission beams;
form a fourth transmission beam in a fourth plurality of
directions belonging to the second direction group after
an elapse of the predetermined time from performing a
scan for the immediately preceding first direction
group;
form a fourth reception beam for each of the fourth
transmission beams; and
apply the wall filter to reception signals obtained by the
third reception beams and the fourth reception beams.
11. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the processing circuitry is further config-
ured to:
form a third transmission beam in a third plurality of
directions belonging to the first direction group after an
elapse of the predetermined time from performing the
second scan for the second direction group;
form a third reception beam for each of the third trans-
mission beams; and
apply the wall filter to reception signals obtained by the
second reception beams and the third reception beams.
12. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the processing circuitry is further config-
ured to:
form a third transmission beam in a third plurality of
directions belonging to a third direction group after an
elapse of the predetermined time from performing the
second scan for the second direction group;
form a third reception beam for each of the third trans-
mission beams; and
apply the wall filter to reception signals obtained by the
first reception beams and the third reception beams.
13. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the predetermined time is a time required
for an arrangement of scatterers included in blood to change.
14. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the processing circuitry is further configured to
form the first transmission beam the multiple times in each
of'the first plurality of directions prior to forming the second
transmission beam for a first time.
15. An examination method, comprising:
forming a first transmission beam in each of a first
plurality of directions belonging to a first direction
group, the first transmission beam being formed mul-
tiple times in each of the first plurality of directions;
forming a first reception beam for each of the first
transmission beams so as to perform a first scan;
forming a second transmission beam in each of a second
plurality of directions belonging to a second direction
group, the second transmission beam being formed
multiple times in each of the second plurality of direc-
tions, after an elapse of a predetermined time from
performing the first scan for the first direction group,
wherein one of the second plurality of directions is
interposed between an adjacent pair of the first plurality
of directions and the predetermined time is based on a
bloodstream velocity;
forming a second reception beam for each of the second
transmission beams so as to perform a second scan;
applying a wall filter to first reception signals obtained by
the first reception beams to generate first filtered recep-
tion signals, and to second reception signals obtained
by the second reception beams to generate second
filtered reception signals;
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calculating bloodstream information based on the gener-
ated first and second filtered reception signals; and

generating image data based on the calculated blood-
stream information.
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