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This invention relates to improvements in 
surgical splints of that class employed for 
sustaining the clavicle, when readjusted to 
normal position following fracture thereof. . 

l: The object of the invention is to provide an 
anchorage applicable to the back of the pa 
tient for sustaining axillary straps, and 
means in connection therewith whereby said 
straps may be adjustably drawn toward each 

#2 other and at the same time elevated in their 
positions relative to the anchor. Another 
object of the invention is to provide an ap 
pliance of its class so constructed that when 
applied to the back of the patient, and the 

Eaxilla straps are attached, an elevating force 
will be exerted with respect to the clavicle, 
and in this manner sustain the clavicle in its 
normal posture. m . . . . . . . 
These objects are accomplished by the con 

2: struction illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which:- 

Fig. 1 is a rear view of the appliance ap 
plied to the patient; 

Fig.2 is a side elevation of one of the axilla 
straps and pad in connection therewith: 
-Fig. 3 is a vertical section of the appliance 

on the line 3-3 of Fig. 4; - 
Fig. 4 is a rear elevation of the anchor 

member: - - . . . 
80: Fig. 5 is a side elevation projected from 

Fig. 4; 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary rear view of the 

anchor member; and 
Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view 

35 showing one end of the leash-strap. 
The characters appearing in the descrip 

tion refer to parts shown in the drawings 
and designated thereon by corresponding 
characters. 

40s. The invention is comprised of a T-frame formed of a horizontally disposed plate 1. 
which is stiffened by a longitudinal rib 2. 
which plate has rigidly fixed in connection 
therewith a vertically disposed prop con 

45 sisting of overlapping plates 3 and 4 adjust 
ably secured together by bolts 5, each of 
which is provided with a thumb-nut 6, there 
being a series of perforations 7 in the plate 4 
so spaced as to admit of the plate being ap 

89 splied to said bolts adjustably relative to the 

plate 3. In each end portion of the cross 
plate 1 are made two parallel slots 8 and 9 
that slant upwardly toward the vertical. 
center line of the plate. The plate 1 is pref 
erably made of metal of sufficient thickness 
and stiffness as to be inflexible under ordi 
nary usage, while the overlapping plates: 3 
and 4 are also of metal but are sufficiently thin 
and resilient as to admit of flexure of said 
plates upon forward and backward bending 
movement of the patient. . . . . . . . ; 
Upon the forward face of the plate 1 is 

Secured a pad 10 of felt, or other soft mate 
rial, and a strip of similar materialis' at 
tached to the forward face of the plate 3 and 
extends beyond the end of the plate 4, which 
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strip forms a pad 11 for the prop composed 
of the connected plates 3 and 4. The pads 
are secured respectively to the plates. 1 and 
3 by means of a thread 12 that is strung 
through perforations 13 made in said plates. 
and connected to said pads, whereby the pads 
are held in place. . . 

Extending through the slots 8 and 9 in 
each end portion of the cross-plate 1 is dis 
posed an anchor strap. 14 having in connec 
tion with each of its ends a corresponding 
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buckle 15-16, the end portion of the strap to 
which the buckle 16 is secured extends loosely 
through the buckle 15, and overlaps that end 
of the strap to which the latter buckle is 
secured: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A leash strap formed of two parts 17 and 

18 connected together by a buckle 19 con 
nects the straps 14 and extends across the back 
of the cross-plate:1, each part of said leash 
strap having at its outer end a loop. 20. that 
encompasses the overlapping ends of the cor 
responding anchor strap 14, so that when the 
part 18 of the leash strap is tightened through. 
the buckle 19, the anchor straps are drawn 
toward each other and guided upwardly in 
the inclined slots. . . . . . . . . . 

The lower end of the plate 4 has attached 
thereto a belt 21 that is applied to the patient 
and secured around the abdomen whereby 
the T-frame is held from slipping upwardly 
upon the body of the patient. 
An axilla strap 22 is arranged in connec 

tion. With each anchor strap, the ends of said 
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underside of the middle portion of said axilla 

2 

axilla strap being secured by the buckles 15 
and 16, there being a pad 23 sewed to the 
strap. 
In utilizing the invention the T-frame is 

positioned against the back of the patient, the 
cross plate and prop facing outwardly, and 
with the cross piece overlying the scapula, 
the lower plate 4 of the prop being adjusted 

0 upon the plate 3 to a point above the sacrum where it is secured by tightening the belt 21 
about the patient. The axillary straps are 
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then applied with their pads 23 extending 
over the shoulders of the patient, and with the 
ends of said straps extending through and 
secured by the buckles of the corresponding 
anchor straps. By drawing the axillary 
straps tightly into secured connection with 
the anchor straps, the patient's shoulders are 
drawn backwardly against the cross plate, 
and by tightening the leash strap, the anchor 
straps are drawn inwardly and upwardly so 

25 

that a corresponding lifting force is thereby 
applied to the shoulders of the patient. In 
this manner the patient is relieved of that depression that usually accompanies the 
tendency of the body to sag forward and downwardly. 
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What I claim is:- . . . 

1. In a clavicle splint, a T-frame formed 
of a horizontally disposed non-flexible plate 
and a flexible vertically disposed prop in con 
nection therewith consisting of overlapping 
plates secured together and being longitudi 
nally adjustable relative to each other; an 
abdominal belt secured to the lower end of 
said prop, said horizontal plate having in 
each end portion thereof parallel slots that 
slant upwardly toward the vertical center 
line of said plate; an anchor strap extend 
ing through the slots in each end portion of 
said plate, the ends of said strap overlap 
ping each other and being provided with cor 
responding buckles: an adjustable leash 
strap connecting said anchor straps, each end 
of said leash being provided with a loop that 
encompasses the overlapping ends of the cor 
responding anchor straps; and a padded ax 
illary strap in connection with each anchor 
strap, the ends of which axillary strap have 
engagement with the buckles of the corre 
sponding anchor strap respectively. 

2. A clavicle splint comprising a T-frame 
having a horizontal stiff plate and a vertical 
flexible plate in fixed connection there with: 
an extension for said flexible plate longitudi 
nally adjustable thereon, each end portion of 
said horizontal plate having parallel guide 
slots that slant upwardly from the corre 
sponding outer end of said plate; an abdomi 
nal belt secured to said extension at the lower 
end thereof; an anchor member for each end 
of said plate guided in the slots thereof; an 
adjustable leash connecting said anchor men 
bers; and an axilla strap for each of said an 

1755,641. 

chor members adjustably connected there 
with. - 

3. A clavicle splint comprising a T-frame 
having a horizontal plate, and a vertical prop 
in connection therewith, each end portion of 
said horizontal plate having a guide that is 
inclined upwardly from its outer end; an ab 
dominal belt secured to the lower end of said 
prop; an anchor member for each end por 
tion of said plate having sliding relation 
with the guide thereof; an adjustable leash 
connecting said anchor member; and an ax 
illa strap adjustably connected with each an 
chor member. 4. A clavicle splint consisting of a T-frame 
having a stiff cross plate and a flexible por 
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tion constituting a prop; a belt adapted to be 
secured about the abdomen of the patient and 
having connection with the prop at the lower 
end thereof whereby said frame is held from 
downward movement: sliding members on 
said frame, spaced apart and having guided 
movement on said plate so that when said 
members are moved toward each other, said 
embers become correspondingly elevated 

respecting said frame; adjustable means for 
drawing said members toward each other; 
and axilla straps, one in connection with each 
of said members. 

5. A clavicle splint consisting of a Sup 
porting frame having horizontal and verti 
cal members. an abdominal belt attached to 
the lower end of said vertical member; oppo 
sitely disposed anchor members on said hori 
zontal member spaced laterally apart and 
having guided movement on said frame so 
that when said anchor members are moved 
toward each other, they become correspond 
ingly elevated respecting the frame; means 
for drawing said anchor members adjustably 
toward each other; and axilla straps, one in 
connection with each of said anchor mem 
bers, - 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. y Sig 
ROY D. FOUL.K.E. 
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