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To all whom it may concern: v

Be it known that I, Ira D. BirpsaLr, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Grand Rapids, in the county of
Kent and State of Michigan, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Folding and Adjustable Tables; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to improvements in
folding and adjustable tables, and more par-
ticularly to such tables.used by undertakers
for embalming purposes, and its object is to
provide a strong and light structure that
shall have means of longitudinal adjustment
of the top, and adjustment of distance be-
tween the supporting legs, and also means
for separate vertical adjustment at each end,
the same being foldable in compact form
and forming a neat rectangular case when
folded, and to provide the device with va-
rious new and useful features hereinafter
more - fully described and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

My invention consists essentially of a
table comprising a foldable top which forms
the outside of the case when closed, and ex-
tensions to the top carrying foldable and ex-
tensible legs adjusted for distance apart by
adjusting said extensions, and in various
features of construction and arrangement of
parts as will more fully appear by reference
to the accompanying drawing in which :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a device
embodying my invention adjusted for use.
Fig. 2 the same folded and closed for trans.
portation and storage. Fig. 3 an enlarged
side elevation of one end of the same ad-
justed as in Fig. 1. Tig. 4 a longitudinal
vertical section of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 an in-
verted plan view of the parts shown in Figs.
3 and 4. Fig. 6 a transverse vertical section
on the line 6—6 Fig. 3. Fig. 7 an enlarged
sectional detail of the extension leg and
holding means therefor. Fig. 8 a sectional
detail of the pivot mechanism for the legs,
and Fig. 9 a detail showing the locking cam.

Like numbers referring to like parts of
all of the figures, 1 represents the main top
of the table transversely divided into two
equal parts and hinged as at 1* to fold op-

® posite each other and provided with a han.

‘ing cam 21 is provided for

dle 8 whereby the device may be conver-
iently carried” when folded, the side rails 2
extend downward from the opposite edges
of the top and are grooved in the opposing
sides as at 5. 6 are extensions to the top
which slide beneath the main top 1 and at
opposite sides are provided with metal face
plates folded longitudinally along the mid-
dle to form a tongue to run freely in the
groove 5, these plates are secured to side
rails 16 beneath the extension 6, and serve to
strengthen and hold the same in shape to
run freely beneath the main top. These ex-
tensions are also provided with an outer end
rail 7 which forms a closure for the end
when the same is folded as illustrated in
Fig. 2, the other end being closed by the
end rails 1" at the middle of the top, the de-
vice thus forms a rectangular case when
closed, within which the extension legs are
folded as illustrated in Fig. 5, )

The legs 8 are preferably tubular and have
telescopic extension 11 projecting from the
lower end, the upper end of these legs are
each pivoted on ‘a bolt 20 having its head
slidable in a T slot 19 in the inner surface
of the side rails 16 of the extension, a lock-
each bolt to se-
cure the leg in vertical position, each leg
is provided with a-brace 9 pivoted thereto
at one end and pivoted to a lug 17 on the
end rail 7 at the other end. The top 1 is
preferably of thin veneer panel for lightness
of structure, also so that the extensions are
but little lower than the same when drawn
out, ,

To support and strengthen the edge of the
top 1 and permit the extension to slide close
below the same, a thin strip of metal 1° is
recessed into the under side of the top across
the ends of the same and secured thereto,
To stay the side rails 2 and also to provide
means for retaining the legs in folded posi-
tion, transverse plates 22 are provided in-
termediate the ends of the said rails, each
one of these plates has a cam 93 pivoted
thereon which cam is engaged by the end
rail 24 of the extension 6 and stops the same
when fully extended, and at any intermedi-
ate position, the cam 23 can be turned
against the side rail 16, and lock the exten-
sion in place. The plate 22 also serves as a
support for the inner end of the extension
thus providing a very strong and satisfac-
tory structure.
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The lower end of the legs 8 are connected
by a tubular cross-bar 10 in which are slid-
agle latch bolts 14 having beveled outer ends
which are adapted to strike into recesses 13
in the leg extension 11 and hold the same
at intervals to adjust the total length of the
legs. The adjacent ends of the bolts 14
are spaced apart and a spring 18 inserted
therebetween which yieldingly forces the
bolts apart and into the recesses. To with-
draw these bolts, and also prevent the same
from rotating, thumb pieces 15 are attached
thereto and extend through a longitudinal
slot in the cross-bar 10, and are slidable
therein. Near the lower ends the leg ex-
tensions 11 are rigidly connected by a cross
rod 12 which serves to strengthen the struc-
ture and to move said extensions simulta-
neously. ‘

When opened for use, the legs 8 are sub-
stantially vertical with the bolts 20 at. the
inner ends of the slots 19, and locked in this
position by the cams 21, the extension 6 can
be adjusted more or less outward to adjust
the device to various lengths, and locked by
the cams 23. When fully extended the legs
can be folded and passed between the plate
99 and the top of the extension 6, and the
extension then moved inward to the limit
with the end rail 7 against the end of the
side rails 2, the legs and parts attached are
then all within the plane of the side rails
and the device readily closed as in Fig. 2.
When in use either end of the table can be,
elevated more or less at pleasure, by merely
placing the foot on the cross rod 12 and lift-
ing the end of the table, the latch bolts will
yield and slide up step by step on the leg
extensions 11, successively engaging the re-
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cess 13 therein and holding the legs ex-
tended.

Particular attention is called to the fact
that when opened out for use the legs form
the sole support, are spaced apart from the
ends of the extensions and support the same,
and also that as the exteénsions are moved in
or out, the legs are adjusted toward or away
from the same, whereby they are closer to-
gether when the table is adjusted shorter
and farther apart as the table is adjusted
longer.

What I claim is:

A foldable table comprising top sections

‘hingedly connected. together and including

side rails and end rails at their abutting
inner ends, a transverse plate attached to
the lower edges of the side rails of each top
section, an extension table slidable between
each top section, its side rails and the cor-
responding transverse plate, a pair of legs
pivotally carried by each extension which
are foldable against the corresponding ex-
tension for movement into the space between
the corresponding top section and the cor-
responding transverse plate, by which latter
the pairs of legs are held in folded posi-
tions, means for locking the extensions in
their outward positions, the abutting ends

of the top sections forming one end of the

structure when folded and the quter ends of
the sections forming the other end of the

‘structure when the latter is folded.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
IRA D. BIRDSALL.
Witnesses:
Harorp Q. VaN ANTwWERP,
Luruer V. Mourton.
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