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Continuation of Box I.2

Present claims 1-7, 17 and 25-27 relate to an extremely large number of
possible methods and compounds. In fact, the claims contain so many
options, that a lack of clarity (and/or conciseness) within the meaning
of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a meaningful
search of the claims impossible. Consequently, the search has been
carried out for those parts of the application which do appear to be
clear (and/or concise), namely the methods as set out in examples 1 to 7
(Tocation of polymorphisms or mutations in example 1, detection of
sequence variations in the BCRA1l gene in example 3, measuring of human
chorionic gonadotropin variants in example 5).

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 8-10 all completely, 1-7 and 17 all partially

A method for the detection of one or more alleles of a locus
on a nucleic acid molecule providing a population of
microspheres, wherein each of the microspheres carries a
plurality of fluorescently-labelled nucleic acid probes
respectively specific for the one or more alleles and
allowing the one or more alleles to react with the Tabelled
nucleic acid probes, thereby forming reactant-reactive site
pairs which are detectably distinguishable from each other
and detecting said site pairs.

2. Claims: 11, 12

A method for the detection of one or more epitopes of an
antigen molecule providing a population of microspheres,
wherein each of the microspheres carries a plurality of
fluorescently-labelled antibodies respectively specific for
the one or more epitopes and allowing the antigen to react
with the labelled antibodies, thereby forming
reactant-reactive site pairs which are detectably
distinguishable from each other and detecting said site
pairs.

3. Claims: 13-16

A method for determining of allele zygosity of a nucleic
acid molecule on a genetic locus providing a population of
microspheres, wherein each of the microspheres carries two
nucleic acid probes respectively specific for each of the
two alleles and allowing the probes to hybridise to the
alleles, thereby forming allele-probe pairs which are
detectably distinguishable from each other and detecting the
presence or absence and fluorescence intensity of the
allele-probe pairs, whereby the allele zygosity of the Tocus
is determined.

4. Claims: 17-24

A method for detecting a plurality of analytes in a sample,
the method comprising (1) providing a population of
microspheres, wherein each microsphere carries a reactant
capable of reacting respectively to each of the plurality of
analytes; (2) allowing the reactant and the anlytes to
react, thereby forming reactant-analyte pairs; (3) providing
a mixture of a plurality of reporter reagents capable of
reacting with the reactant-analyte pairs; (4) allowing the
reporter reagents to react with the reactant-analyte pairs
to form reactant-analyte-reporter reagent complexes which

page 1 of 2
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 21(

are distinguishable by fluorescence intensity; and (5)
detecting the presence or absence of the
reactant-analyte-reporter reagent complexes formed, whereby
the presence or absence of each of the plurality of analytes
is determined.

5. Claims: 25-27

A composition comprising an addressable microsphere

page 2 of 2
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