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To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, IRA RoLLINs WHEELER, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of the city of Baltimore, State of 
Maryland, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Massaging Devices, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This device relates broadly to dental im 

plements and more especially to a device for 
massaging gums, etc. 8 
The principal object of this invention is 

to provide a device of the character speci 
fied wherein the operative portion or Wear 
surface is readily removable for cleaning 
and replacing when desired. 
A further object of this invention, is the 

provision of a device for the purpose speci 
fied wherein the massaging implement is 
mounted upon a suitable handle, preferably 
a toothbrush handle, in such manner as to 
be capable of rotary movement. w 
A still further object of this invention is 

the production of a device of the character 
specified wherein the operative tool com 
prises a semi-spherical member, of rubber, 
gutta-percha, or other resilient material, de 
tachably mounted to rotate on a pivot at 
substantially right angles to the longitudi 
nal axis of a tooth brush or other suitable 
handle. 
Another and important object of the pres 

ent invention is the construction of a de 
vice for the purpose specified comprising a 
semi-spherical member of resilient material. 
covered with Small conical projections, the 
axes of the cones being substantially coinci 
dent with the radii of said semi-spherical 
surface, the whole being mounted to rotate, 
bit there being sufficient friction between 
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the operative member and the handle to 
provide the necessary resistance to rotation 
to enable a proper massaging action to be 
obtained. 
Other and further objects of this inven 

tion will in part be obvious and will in part 
be pointed out hereinafter in the specifica 
tion following by reference to the accom panying drawings forming a part of the 
said specification. - 

Like characters are used to represent like 
parts throughout the various figures of the 
drawings and the descriptive matter herein 
after following. 

Figure 1 is a view illustrating the device 
as applied to a tooth brush handle. Fig. 2 

specification of Letters Patent. 

rectly at the top of the device. 

is an enlarged detail view showing a por 
tion of the device in section and disclosing 
the construction of the pivot on which the 
device is mounted... Fig. 3 is a detail view. 
showing the device as detached from the 
pivot or stud on which it is adapted to be 
retained. Fig. 4 is a plan view looking di 

Fig. 5 is a 
section taken directly through the detach 
able button or stud to illustrate the con 
struction thereof. 
The massaging of the gums and various 

portions of the mouth cavity, including the 
roof of the mouth, is of particular im 
portance in the treatment of certain ail 
ments, and is desirable and exhilarating 
even under normal and healthy conditions, 
and various types of devices or implements 
have been designed to accomplish this work. 
In devices adapted for use in the mouth it 
is extremely desirable that extraordinary at 
tention be paid to the feature of cleanliness. 
Where rubber or gutta-percha members are 
secured to the handle it is difficult to prop 
erly sterilize the construction since it is very 
difficult to secure gutta-percha or rubber to 
a handle without leaving an opening or seam. 
which will form a lodgment place for germs. 
Also in connection with devices of this char 
acter it is desirable that a uniform wear 
surface be provided and it is particularly 
essential that the construction be such as to 
facilitate the use of the implement. 
The device which will hereinafter be de 

scribed by reference to the drawings, is in 
tended especially to provide a sanitary con 
struction wherein the operative implement 
may be separated from the handle whereby 
the cleaning of the parts is greatly facili 
tated. Furthermore, the device is so con 
structed as to compensate for wear on any 
particular portion thus increasing the ef 
fective life of the implement. Further 
more, the construction comprises the mount 
ing of the operative implement to permit 
rotation thereof when a predetermined re 
sistance has been overcome, so that the 
danger of injury to the gums due to the use 
of the device is substantially overcome. 

Referring now to the drawings, the pre 
ferred form of my device comprises a mas 
Saging head or bulb 1 of a general contour 
that is substantially semi-spherical, the said 
semi-spherical bulb being constructed on 
the curved surface thereof with a plurality 
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of conical projections 2 which are arranged 
so that the axes of the cones are substan 
tially coincident with the radii of the semi 
spherical member or bulb. While the coni 
cal members 2 may be arranged in various 
manners over the surface of the body mem 
ber, I prefer that they be arranged in sub 
stantially concentric circles. The back sur 
face 4 of the bulb or body member 1 is sub 
stantially flat and in my preferred form 
the button portion 5 of a snap fastener is 
embedded adjacent or immediately beneath 
said rear surface 4 so that the opening 6 on 
the button is substantially coincident with 
the center of the body member. This but 
ton portion 5 of the fastener may be of 
the usual construction including the retain 
ing wires 7 which are constructed to coöp 
erate with the groove 8 formed beneath the 
head 9 of the pin or stud 10 which is em 
bedded in a suitable handle 11. Where the 
handle 11 is of bone or of material that can 
not be easily reduced to plastic condition, 
the stud may be secured by cement 12, as 
for example, as illustrated in Fig. 2. Where 
the handle 11 is of composition as is usual 
in tooth brush handles, the stud 10 is pref 
erably mounted in the handle during the 

30 construction of the handle. 
Warious types of fasteners may be utilized 

to rotatably secure the gutta-percha or rub 
ber massaging member 1 to a suitable han 
dle and various sorts of handles may be 
used, but I prefer that the device be mount 
ed upon the inner side of a tooth brush 
handle 10, as I have illustrated in Fig. 1. 
In this construction a suitable opening 14 
is provided to permit the implement to be 
hung upon a hook as is common practice 
with tooth brushes. The mounting of the 
device 1 upon the inner side of a tooth brush 
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handle enables the operator to take advantage 
of the curve of the handle which facilitates 
manipulation of the device and where the 
tooth brush handle is flexible as is common 
in the art, the flexibility thereof aids in the 
manipulation and use of the massaging 
member. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim is:- 
1. In a device of the class described in 

combination, a substantially semi-spherical 
gutta-percha body member, a plurality of 
projections formed upon and integral with 
said body member, a relatively flat handle, a 
stud mounted on said handle adjacent one 
end thereof, a detachable member carried by 
said body member and constructed to coöp 
erate with said stud to form a detachable 
connection between said handle and said 
body member. 

2. A dental inplement comprising a body 
portion formed of resilient material, a plu 
rality of protuberances extending from and 
integral with said body portion, the back 
of said body portion being substantially flat 
and of a circular contour, a handle, and a 
Snap button fastener for securing said body 
portion to said handle. 

3. In a dental implement, a resilient body 
portion, a relatively flat handle, a detach 
able snap fastener having one element se 
cured to the side of said handle and the 
other element secured to said body portion, 
said Snap fastener comprising a detachable 
connection for securing said resilient body 
portion to said handle to facilitate removal 
of said body portion from said handle and 
to permit said body portion to rotate rela 
tive to said handle. 
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