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[57] ABSTRACT

Apparatus for securing in a lady’s coiffeur including a tubular
member having a battery and lamp secured therein. A plurali-
ty of optic fibers are clamped and are mounted adjacent the
lamp. The tubular member is enclosed within a flexible mesh
to facilitate securing the tubular member within the coiffeur;
the fibers may then subsequently be combed into the hair to
provide a decorative light pattern. A removable lens is posi-
tioned between the lamp and the clamped ends of the fibers to
permit changing the color of the light being transmitted by the
optic fibers.

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Figures
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COIFFEUR DECORATING APPARATUS

The present invention pertains to decorative wearing ap-
parel, and more particularly, to an apparatus that can be
secured in a lady’s coiffeur to provide a decorative effect
thereto. :

The present day acceptance of artificial hair pieces, such as
wigs and falls, has given rise to the utilization of more
elaborate coiffeurs. Since a woman no longer need have long
hair that would otherwise be required for an elaborate hair
style, it has become commonplace to utilize wigs and falls with
an abundance of hair to facilitate the styling into elaborate
and attractive coiffeurs. On specific occasions, whether utiliz-
ing a wig, fall, or one’s own hair, decorative effects are im-
parted to the hair through the utilization of a variety of imple-
ments, such as, for example, small metal flakes commonly
referred to as “glitter.”

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
apparatus for adding a decorative effect to a lady’s coiffeur.

It is still another object of the present invention to provide a
coiffeur decorating apparatus that may be used to add lighting
effects to a lady’s coiffeur. )

These and other objects of the present invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art as the description
thereof proceeds.

Briefly, in accordance with the embodiment chosen for il-
lustration, a tubular body member is provided for receiving a
battery of the “penlight” variety. A lamp is positioned at one
end of the tubular body and is mounted to enable the lamp to
be electrically energized by the battery. A plurality of optic
fibers having one end of each of the fibers secured to a clamp
are mounted with the secured ends adjacent the lamp. A
removable lens is positioned between the secured end of the
fibers and the lamp to permit the color of the light being trans-
mitted by the optic fibers to be changed. The fibers are cut to
a random length. The tubular body member enclosed within a
flexible mesh  basket™ to provide a means for readily secur-
ing the tubular member within the coiffeur. When properly
mounted, the tubular member is invisible and is covered by
the coiffeur while the optic fibers are entwined in the hair.
When the lamp is energized, the light transmitted by the optic
fibers provides a multitude of light penpoints scattered
throughout the coiffeur to present a pleasing decorative effect
thereto.

The present invention may more readily be described by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view, partly exploded, of the ap-
paratus of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the apparatus of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of a typical application of the ap-
paratus of the present invention.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, a tubular body member 10
is provided with a means for securing the body member in a
- coiffeur. In the embodiment chosen for illustration, this means
takes the form of a flexible mesh enclosure 11 which may con-
veniently be formed of cloth or plastic and which is open at
either end to receive the tubular member 10. When the tubu-
lar member is encased within the flexible mesh, the ends may
be closed such as by hairpins or simply by thread. The mesh
enclosure 11 provides a convenient means for mounting the
tubular member in the coiffeurs since hairpins or straight pins
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may be passed through the mesh and anchored in the coiffeur.

One end 12 of the tubular member 10 threadily receives an
end cap 13 to permit the tubular member to be opened to
receive an electrical storage device such as the battery 14, A
lamp 1§ is mounted within a socket 16; one electrode 17 of
the lamp engages a metal terminal 18. The second electrode
20 is urged into intimate electrical contact with a metal sleeve
21 which, in turn, fits within a threaded cylindrical extension
22 of a clamp member 23. The lamp 15 is energized by screw-
ing end cap 13 inwardly, thus forcing the battery 14 into the
tubular member 10 against the force of the biasing spring 24.
Contact is thus made between the terminal 25 of the battery

14 and the terminal 18. .
The clamp member 23 may be formed in any of a variety of

shapes, the form shown in FIG. 2 merely being illustrative. Op-
tical fibers 30 are “bundled” and pass through the open end
31 of a conical chamber 32 formed by crimping one end of an
eyelet 31. The optical fibers 30 may be secured within the
clamp 23 in any other convenient manner, such as by cement-
ing or bonding. The optic fibers may be cut at random lengths
as shown in FIG. 1 to facilitate their being combined into the
coiffeur.

The clamp 23, as described previously, may be disengaged
from the tubular member 10 by unscrewing the clamp to ex-
pose the interior of the tubular member. A lens 34 is posi-
tioned between the lamp and the clamp 23 and may be formed
of clear plastic or a colored material to effect a change in the
color of light transmitted from the lamp 15 to the ends of the
optic fibers 30.

The apparatus of the present invention is shown in a typical
application in FIG. 3. Referring to FIG. 3, it may be seen that
the tubular member 10 encased within the flexible mesh en-
closure 11 is positioned in the coiffeur and held in place by
two bobby pins. In this particular instance, the bobby pins also
serve the purpose of closing the ends of the mesh enclosure to
keep the tubular member encased. The random length optical
fibers are combed into the hair with the ends of the fibers ex-
posed at the surface of the coiffeur. When the lamp is ener-
gized, the tiny pinpoints of light emitted from the ends of the
optical fibers present a pleasing decorative effect to the coif-
feur. Optical fibers of the type usable in the apparatus of the
present invention are well known in the art and are readily ob-
tainable; these fibers have the characteristic of transmitting
light axially of the fiber with excellent light transmission effi-
ciency while little light is lost by light emissions in directions
other than axially of the fiber. The tubular member 10 and the
contents thereof may easily be manufactured to provide. a
small and very lightweight device that would be hardly
noticeable to the woman whose coiffeur is supporting the ap-
paratus.

I claim:

1. The method of decorating a coiffeur with a portable
source of light having a plurality of combable light-trans-
mitting optic fibers extending therefrom, comprising the steps
of:

a. securing said portable source of light in said coiffeur,

b. combing said optic fibers in said coiffeur with the ends

thereof exposed, and

c. energizing said portable source of light to direct light

through said combable optic fibers.
* * * * *



