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(57) Abstract: This hydraulic drive system for construction
machinery is provided with: a swing motor; a swing opera-
tion device that outputs a swing operation signal according
to the inclination angle of an operation lever; a swing direc-
tion switching valve that shifts between a neutral position at
which a pair of supply/discharge lines are blocked and an op-
erational position at which one among the pair of supply/dis-
charge lines communicates with a pump line and the other
communicates with a tank line; and a control device that sup-
plies, to the swing direction switching valve, a command cur-
rent that increases as the swing operation signal increases.
When the operation lever of the swing operation device has
been returned to a neutral state, the control device controls the
swing direction switching valve such that the swing switch-
ing valve is shifted from the neutral position to the opera-
tional position, at which the supply/discharge lines on the dis-
charge side communicate with the tank line, when the swing
speed of a swing body as detected by a speed detector is low-
er than a first threshold, and is shifted from the operational
position to the neutral position when the swing speed of the
swing body is lower than a second threshold.
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