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This invention relates generally to tables and: '

like furniture and particularly to reference tables
for use in draffing rooms. ‘

‘ An object of the invention is to provide a draft-

5 ing room reference table of sturdy construction
adapted to be utilized in a drafting room-as an
. auxiliary to a standard drafting table.
" Another object of the invention is to provide
a reference table having a cabinet’so sub-divided
10 and disposed in the table that it constitutes a
convenient storage space for drawings. '

_ Another object of the invention is to provide a
reference table having a cabinet for drawings
that requires a minimum of floor space when in

15 its open position, ]

‘ A turther object of the invention is to provide
a simple and sturdy hinge mechanism for fur-
niture. ) .

"The foregoing and other objects may be

20 achieved by the particular embodiment of the In-
vention described in the following portion of the
specification and shown by way of illustration
in the accompanying drawing in which: -

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a table em-

25 hodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a view in end elevation of the fable
with one cabinet for drawings in the open posi-
tion;

Fig. 3 is a view, partly in plan and partly In

30, horizontal section, of the table taken on the plane
represented by the line 3—3 of Fig. 2; and

Tig 4 is an enlarged view in cross section of a
poruiva of the table taken on the plane repre-
sented by the line 4—4 of Fig. 3 and showing the

35 details of the hinge.

The table shown comprises, in general, a rec-
tangular table top 1 supported in the usual man-~
ner at its four corners by legs 2. The space be-
neath the table top 1 is enclosed by end panels

40 3 and 4 which depend from the top 1 to the mid-
portions of the legs 2 and are attached at their
" respective ends to the adjacent legs. Side panels

5 of substantially equal depth complete the en-

closure on the sides of the table and are likewise
45 gttached at their ends to the table legs.

As best shown in Fig. 1, two drawers 6 of.
standard construction are provided in each side
of the table just beneath the top and slidably
mounted to move through openings 7 in the side

50 panels' 5. - '

Beneath the drawers 8 there is provided on
each side of the table a special cabinet 8 par-
ticularly adapted to receive for storage rolled
drawings and blue prints or rolls of paper.or other

55 materials ordinarily used in a drafting room.

In a drafting room of the type in which the
table embodying the invention is used, the draft-
ing tables are placed in & row, preferably at the
outer side of the room, to take advantage of the
light from the windows, and the draftsmen sit or 60 .
stand - between adjacent drafting tables. In
order that the draftsmen may have ready access
to drawings and supplies and a convenient place
to lay drawings and other papers for reference,
one of the reference tables embodying the in- 65
vention is placed beside each drafting table, pref-
erably in alignment therewith and at the inner
side of the room with the right-hand edge of the
table, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, adjacent the

drafting table. The reference tables thus form a 70

second line of tables at the inner side of the line
formed by the drafting tables with a passageway
between adjacent tables.

The special cabinets 8 in each reference table

" are provided with a convenient number of longl- 75

tudinally disposed compartments 8 which arve
open. at the end of the cabinet nearest to the
draftsman to enable him to insert or withdraw
rolled drawings conveniently. o

As shown in Fig. 3, the compartments 9 in the 8¢
cabinets 8 are defined by vertical partitions 10
and are divided horizontally into two tiers by
a shelf 11, the end of which is set back from the
end of the cabinet. The top tier of the compary-
ments 9 is closed by a top panel 12 that consti- 85
tutes the top of the cabinet 8, and that is in
turn set back from the edge of the shelf .11 in
such manner that the outer ends of each com-~
partment 9 are exposed from the top to permit

. the draftsman to readily grasp rolls of drawings 80

therein. )

As shown in the upper portion of Fig. 3, the
open ends of the compartmenis § are normally
disposed within the enclosure beneath the iable
top directly back of the end panel 4 in such po- 95
sition that they are not accessible. To permit '

. the open ends of thé compartments 9 to be moved

from behind the end panel 4 t¢ a position con-
veniently accessible to the draftsman, each cabi-
net 8 is pivoted in the corresponding side panel 5 100
at its forward corner near the end panel 3 in
such manner that the end of the cabinet adjacent
the end panel 4 may be readily swung outwards,
by means of a suitable handle 13, to such position
that all of the compartments 9 are accessible and 105
face toward the draftsman at his working posi-
tion. - The outward movement of the cabinet 8
is limited by a stop 14 on the top panel 12 that

-engages the inner surface of the side panel 5

after the cabinet has moved a sufficient distance 110
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to expose all of the compartments 9. A wear
plate 15 is provided on the bottom of the cabinet
8 in sliding engagement with a wear plate 16 on
the side panel 5.

The pivotal connection between the ca.bmet 8
and the side panel 5 may conveniently be made
by placing the cabinet 8 temporarily in its nor-
mal closed position beneath the table top and
then drilling a hole 17 upwardly through the
lower portion of the side panel 5, the corner of

the cabinet 8, and into the upper portion of the

side panel 5, as shown in Fig. 4. The cabinet 8
may then be removed and suitable journal bear-
ings or bushings 18 fitted into each end of the
hole 17 therethrough. A similar bushing 19 may
then be fitted in the hole 17 in the bottom por-

tion of the side panel 5 and a special bushing 20

having a screw threaded inferior may be fitted
into the hole in the upper portion of the side
panel 5.

The cabinet 8 may then be placed again in 1ts
operative position with a spacing washer 21 be-

tween its lower bushing and the bushing 19 in

the lower portion of the side panel 5. With the
bushings 18, 19, and 20 and the washer 21 dis-
posed 1n alignment, the pivotal connection is
made by inserting a journal pin 22, having screw
threads at its upper end, upwardly through the
hole 17 and the aligned bushings and turning
its threaded end into the threaded bushing 20
by a suitable tool, for example a screw driver
that may be engaged Wlth the slot 23 at the lower
end of the pin.

The open end of the cabinet 8 adjacent to the
end panel 4 is formed to the contour of an arc
struck with the hinge pin 22 as & center in order
that it may swing past the table leg 2 when the
cabinet is moved into or out of the space pro-
vided for it back of the side panel 5.

Ordinarily, each draftsman uses the drawers
6 and cabinet 8 at one side of one table and the
drawers and cabinet at the adjacent side of the
next table. In this manner supplies and draw-
ings are quickly available to the draftsman work-
ing in the space between the two drafting boards
which are aligned with the two reference tables,
the drawers of which contain the materials.

Although only one embodiment of the inven-
tion is shown and described in detail herein, it
is to be understood that the various terms utilized
in the description thereof are for the purpose of
description only and are not to be construed as
limiting the invention which is defilned in the
appended claims.

I claim:

1. A table for dra.wings comprising legs, a
table top mounted on the legs, end panels at each
end thereof, a cabinet disposed beneath the table
top having longitudinally disposed open ended
compartments of a length substantially that of
the table top for receiving rolled drawings, the
open ends of the compartments being normally
back of one of the end panels, and a vertically
disposed hinge pin connecting the cabinet to the
table in such manner that one end thereof may
be swung outwardly to permit access to the draw-
ing compartments,

2. A draftsman’s reference table comprising
four legs, a body portion supported on the four
legs, a table top on the body portion, sliding

drawers in each side of the body portion beneath
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the table top, a cabinet having compartments
of a length substantially that of the table top
for rolled drawings in each side of the body por-
tion beneath the drawers, and a hinge pivotally
connecting one outer corner of each cabinet in
one vertical face of the body portion for permit-
ting the other outer corner of the cabinet to be
swung outwardly to gain access to the cabinet,
whereupon drawings may be inserted endwise
into the compartments.

3. A reference table comprising a rectangular
table top, legs supporting the top at its corners,
end panels beneath the top carried by the legs
at each end of the table, side panels carried by
the legs at each side of the table having open-
ings, drawers slidably mounted beneath the table
top through some of the openings, a cabinet

85

having longitudinally disposed compartments ,

open at one end for rolled drawings disposed be-
neath the drawers at each side of the table in
openings of the side panels with the open ends
of the compartments normally back of one end
panel, and a vertically disposed pivot pin secured
in each side panel near the other end panel and
journalled in one corner of the corresponding
cabinet, whereby the other outer corner of the
cabinet may be drawn outwards to permit access
to the open ends of the compartments.

4. A draftsman’s reference table comprising a
frame, a table top mounted on the frame, and
a cabinet having a plurality of longitudinal com-
partments open at one end pivatally mounted
in the frame to swing in & horizontal plane, said
compartments having a length substantla,lly the
same as the table top.

5. A draftsman’s reference table comprising a
table top, a frame having openings therein and
supporting the table top, a cabinet having a plu-
rality of compairtments of substantially the same
length as the table top extending longitudinally
thereof and open at one end pivotally mounted
in the frame to swing in a horizontal plane into
one of said openings, the open end of the cabinet
being curved to conform substantially to an arc
of a circle having the pivot point as center to
facilitate the swinging of the cabinet into and
out of the frame, a panel provided on the frame
behind which the open end of the cabinet may
be swung, and means provided on the front of
the cabinet for closing the opening when the
cabinet has been swung info said opening to give
the table a finished appearance.

6. A reference table comprising a table top, a
frame supporting the top, & cabinet for receiving
drawing rolls and the like and having a plurality
of compartments extending longitudinally there-
of and open at one end, said cabinet being piv-
otally mounted in the frame to swing in a hori-

zontal plane and extending longifudinally of the

table, the distance between the open ends of the
compartments and the pivotal mounting of the
cabinet being substantially greater than the
width of the cabinet to permit the endwise re-
moval of the drawing rolls in. substantially the
direction of the length of the table when the
compartments are in open position, and a panel
carried by the frame behind which the open end
of the cabinet may be swung to close the com-

-partments.

CARL HERDER.
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