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To all, whom it inctly conce77. ing sides Kof the crate, which when the crate 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. C. HOLMES, is assembled are swung downwardly until 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Pitts- they abut against the plates G and H, in which 
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State of position they are secured by the engagement 55 

5 Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use- of hooks R, carried thereby, with eyes S, fixed 
in the bottom A. ful Folding Crate, of which the following is a 

specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

folding crates; and the object is to provide a 
Io simple and cheap construction of crate which 

may be quickly assembled for use or folded 
in a compact form when not in use. 3. 
With the above object in view the inven 

tion consists in the novel features of construc 
I5 tion hereinafter fully described, particularly 

pointed out in the claims, and clearly illus 
trated by the accompanying drawings, in 
which- - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a crate em 
2O bodying my invention; Fig. 2, a verticallon 

gitudinal sectional view of the same folded, 
and Fig. 3 a transverse sectional view of 
Fig. 1. 

Referring now more particularly to said 
25 drawings, Adesignates the bottom of the crate, 

formed solid and reinforced by cleats B and 
at the ends of which the lower sections D of 
the ends are hinged, the upper sections C of 
said ends being hinged to the top E of the 

3o crate, said sections C and D being hinged to 
gether. For hinging said end sections to 
gether and to the top and bottom of the crate 
straps F are provided, which straps are se 
cured to the edges of said sections and are 

35 hinged together at their meeting ends. The 
lower ends of the straps of sections D are 
hinged to plates G, secured to the side edges 
of the bottom A, while the upper ends of the 
straps carried by sections Care hinged to cor 

4o ner-plates H, secured to and depending from 
the top E of the crate. The top of the crate, 
as illustrated in the present instance, is 
formed of a frame braced by cleats I and hav 
ing its side bars connected by rods J. The 

45 endpieces are formed solid. It will be under 
stood, however, that this construction may 
be changed and the entire crate formed of 
boards or of open frames similar to the top 
above described. 

Hinged at their upper edges to the side 5o edges of the top E are the downwardly-swing 

In assembling the crate the top E is drawn 
upwardly by means of handles N, so as to un 
fold the sides and bring the sections C and D 
thereof in alinement. The sides K are then 
swung downwardly and secured as above set 
forth. Said sides K are here illustrated as 
being formed of frames the side bars of 
which are connected by rods; but they may 
be formed of boards or of frames covered with 
wire-netting, as stated regarding the top and 
the ends. . 
One of the sides K carries a trough O to 

contain Water or food for the fowls when the 
crate is used as a poultry-crate. Said trough 
occupies a position between the folded end 
sections when the crate isfolded, as illustrated 
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in Fig. 2, and the advantage of said arrange 
ment will be apparent to every one, as the 75 
trough is protected against breakage, being 
held within the folded crate, and owing to 
the peculiar manner of folding the various 
parts will not take up any additional room. 
The top of the crate is provided with a 

swinging door P, having a suitable spring 
fastening device Q. 
When the crate is folded, it is securely held 

in such position by the engagement of hooks 
L, carried by the top E, with eyes M, fixed in 
the bottom A. 

It will be understood various modifications 
might be made in the construction set forth 
as, for instance, the crate might beformed as 
a double tier or story crate by providing sec 
tional sides having the sections thereof hinged 
together and using a removable division-floor, 
and also by hinging the top, so that access 
could be gained to the interior of the plate by 
swinging the whole top piece outwardly. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent of the United States, is 

1. In a folding crate comprising the top, 
bottom, sides, and ends, the ends being com- Ioo 
posed of Sectionshinged together, the corner 
plates attached to the top and bottom and to 
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which the end sections are pivotally con 
nected, said corner-plates extending above 
the bottom and below the top, the sides of 
the crate being hinged to the top of the crate 
and adapted to swing downwardly and out 
wardly, the corner-plates limiting such out 
ward movement of the sides, substantially as 
described. 

2. A folding crate having a top, bottom, 
ends and sides, said sides being hinged to the 
under face of the top and adapted to open 
downwardly and outwardly, and a trough car 

ried upon the outer face of the side adjacent 
to its lower end. - 

3. A folding crate comprising the top, bot 
tom, ends and sides, the corner-plates, the 
straps attached to the ends, pivoted to the 
plate and to each other, each end being formed 
of hinged sections, and means for securing 
the crate in an open or folded position. 
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