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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLARD H. HARVEY, 

of Kingman, in the county of Penobscot and 
State of Maine, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Holdbacks; and 
I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description thereof, that 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing, forming part of this specification, in 
which is shown a side view of my invention. 
My invention relates to that class of hold 

backs for vehicle-shafts which enable the 
holdback-strap to be slipped easily into place 
when the horse is being harnessed, and which 
offer no obstacle to the passage of the horse 
from the shafts while being unlarnessed or 
in case of an accident. 
My device is simple, and will be readily un 

derstood by reference to the accompanying 
drawing, in which 
a shows a shaft. b shows a standard placed 

thereon and provided with a brace, c. This 
standard receives the strain of the vehicle, as 
the Ordinary holdback. Across its top, and 
pivoted thereto at d, extends an arm, e, curved 

at one end toward the shaft to keep the hold 
back-strap in position, and provided With a 
fork at the other end passing around a second 
standard, f, upon which is placed a spiral 
spring, g, surrounding it and pressing up 
ward against the end of the arm e, which is 
retained in position by a shoulder upon the 
post f, or by the projection of its brace h. 
The spiral spring, pressing up upon one end 
of the arme, serves to keep its other and free 
end in position to retain the hold back-strap 
in place, but allows it to rise, when necessary, 
to insert the strap, or to allow it to escape. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
The combination of the standards b f, spi 

ral spring g, and forked arm e pivoted to said 
standard bat d, all operating as set forth, for 
the purposes described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 29th day of 
May, 1875. 

WILL ARD H. HARVEY. 

Witnesses: 
JERR. E. ESTES. 
J. S. RICHARDSON. 

  


