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To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE W. RAITT, of 

Cincinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio, have in 
Vented a new and useful Dress-Guard for Car 
riages; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description there 
of, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, making part of this specification. 
My invention consists in the provision of a 

guard or screen for temporary attachment to 
the dash-board and seat of a buggy or pleasure 
carriage, for the purpose of protecting the dress 
of the rider from contact with the wheels, as 
Well as from mud and dirt projected therefrom. 

Figure I is a side elevation, showing the 
guard in position on a buggy. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view, to an enlarged scale, of the guard, 
a portion of the case being removed. 
A is a cylindrical case, shell, or pocket, of 

leather or vulcanite, or other suitable material. 
B B are circular heads, to which the case A 
is attached. - 

C is a spindle, which, traversing both heads, 
BB', is secured therein by a spiral spring, D, 
whose other extremity is fastened to a ring, E, 
attached to the case. The upper end of the 
case is closed by a cap, F. 

Projecting laterally from the case A is a flap, 
G, having eyelets or apertures g, which engage 
over knobs FI on the dash-board. 
Attached by one end to the spindle C is an 

apron, I, of leather or other suitable material, 
whose free end has one or more hooks, J, 
which, when the guard is required for use, en 
gage in eyes K upon the seat. 

The apron may consist in part of a piece, L, 
of shirred rubber goods or other elastic fabric. 

Operation: The lady or other passenger hav 
ing entered the carriage and taken her seat, 
the apron is drawn out sufficiently to engage 
in the eyes K, and in that position serves to 
confine the dress of the occupant within the 
carriage, and also to screen or Ward off parti 
cles projected from the wheels. When your 
lady wants to alight you simply disengage the 
free end of the apron, when the spring D causes 
it to fly back into the case. 
The present illustration was selected because 

actual test had proved it to be effective, but 
is susceptible of various modifications; for ex 
ample, the apron being composed chiefly or 
wholly of elastic material may enable a por 
tion or all of the spring D to be dispensed 
with. On the other hand, a sufficient capacity 
of spring may supersede the necessity of any 
elasticity in the apron. Where the spring Dis 
dispensed with, the spindle is, of course, fixed 
immovably in the case. 

I claim herein as new and of my invention 
An extensible guard or screen for attach 

ment to carriages, substantially as set forth. 
In testimony of which invention I hereunto 

set my hand. 

GEORGE W. RATT. 

Witnesses: 
GEO. H. KNIGHT, 
JAMES H. LAYMAN. 


