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To all whomn it maa/ CONCETN :

. Be it known that I, Auveser B WEBB
residing . at
Cunnmgham, in the county of: Ca, lisle snd
State of Kentucky, have mvenied certain
new-and useful. Improvemenus in;: 7"’olc‘kakﬁe
Egg Crates, of Wthh the foHowmo is a
specification.

This invention: Ielanes to 00113951b1e con-
tainers and has special reference to crates
or boxes for shipping eggs, the o‘*JecL of
the invention being to provide o container
~which may be. folded into a small compass
‘when emptv w0 that it may be returned to
the ‘original. shipper and used indefinitely.
The 1nvenu10n resides in' certain novel fea-
‘tures which are illugtrated in the  accom-

panying drawings and will be hereinafter

ﬁrst fully described and then mrmcclieﬂy'

pointed.. out in the: 1}3v)endeﬂ clmm
In the drawings— - :
~Figure 1 is a Derspectlve view of m v
1mpr0ved container showing. the same as
it appears ‘when set up for use before being
filled

: FIO‘ 21s a transversc\ sectlon on:the- hne:
99 of Fig. 1 with the. top membors 1nf

closed pos1t10n, ,

Tig: 8 is a lonoqtudmal section on- - the
line 3—3 of Tlg
position;

Fig. 445 2 pelspectlve view showmv the

i dev1ce folded
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Fig.

a bottom 1 which ‘is preferably of: sheet

"~ “'metal and is provided with the longitudinal
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upstanding flanges” 2 -and " the transverse
upstandmg flanges - 3 at its side and end
edges respectively. - The.said flanges are

‘ plowded at their upper edges w1th -alined
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-elongated eyes or-slegves 4, the purpose of -
Whlch will presently appear, and the side-

flanges 2 are slightly: hlgher than the end
flanges 3, as clearly shown. The side mem-

) bers 5 are also constructed’ of sheet metal
- and are provided at their lower edges with-
- eyes or beads 6 which are adapted to fit.
between and in alinement with the eyes or>

sleeves 4 upon the side flanges:2 and Tre-
- celve a pin or rod 7 Whereby the sides and
the side flanges will be hingedly connected.

The side members are further prowded atb:

Wlbh the tops in closedj

5-isa lon(rltudmal secmon on t}‘e,
line 5—5 of Fig. 4:. : -
© In- carrying out my mve'mon, I employ

e GRATD
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thelr ends with-eyes or beac’s 8 Whmh are
adapted to fit between and in’: alinement

S
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with similar eyes or sleeves 9 upon the end - -
members. 10, pms or 10ds being ingerted

through the said alined eyeo ‘or sleeves S0
that. ﬁhe ends .and sides will-be held tooeuher

Wbe*x in uprlﬂht position, as shown in Fig.
The-ends of
smd eyes 8 and 9 may be tnrned laterally,

as shown at 11, so that thev will be pre-

vented . from’ dropping through the eyes or

80 -

the pms engaged in the -
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-sleeves and releasing the s1de and end mem-

bers, The bottom member 1 is doubled upon

itself or crimped transversely at its center, -

a5 shown at- 12, and on the upper edge- of -

‘the 'said - crimped. portion, I form eyes or
-tubular members 13 between which mav:fit
similar: eyes 14 on the partition 15.

70

Thls; .

partition 1 15, like all'the other members of -~

the -crate, is constructed of sheet metal so.
-and constitutes

as to be light but strong,

7

» division - plate Whereby the interior of

tln crate ig :formed into two filler recéiv-

ing: compartments when the.crate is set up -

for use.. Mear ifs upper edge, the partition
is equlpped with plvotally mounted hooles
16 which are adapted to engage eyes or sim-
ilar members 17 on the 1espect1vely adja-
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_cent side members 5 so that the side mem-+ -

’bers and the partition will be’ mutually sus-
tained “in” an upright position.:

18 and 14 so that the partition. will be

_ A pin 18
-isingerted through the alined eyes.or sleeves
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hingedly connected with the bottom 1 and

“may: be readily swung down onto the ‘bot-

torn when the crate is to be collapsed.  Pins ¢

"19:4re inserted through the eyes or sleeves
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4 on the end flanges 3 and similar eyes 20

formed at the ¢
10 so that the end members will be hingedly
“connected to the bottom in the same Hianner
that the side members-are connected there-
to.:

The end members and the partition are

dges of the end members: ©
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fimelemb]v of ‘such  dimensions that their:

-upper edoes will be flush with the upper

edges  of the side ' members - and . the end-
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“members are further provided: with eyes

‘or sleeves 21 at their upper edges which
‘are adapted to aline with .eyes or sleeves

to-the end members.

922 on. the top members 23 and receive pins’ B
24 whereby the said top members are hinged-
The top members are
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of such dimensions that their. free edges
-will meet over the partition 5 and one of -
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said members is provided at its free edge

- _with a central eye or sleeve 25, while the

other of said members. is provided with

_spaced eyes or sleeves 26 adapted to. aline
] ! 7 members .
are brought together, a pin 27 being in-.

with the sleeve 25 when the top

 serted through the said eyes so as ‘to re-
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~ be fastened by the pin 27 in-the described

tain the members in ‘folded position over
the. crate and said pin being provided with
an opening 27’ to receive a cotter pin or
sealing wire. ‘

- When the crate is set up for use as it ap-
pears in Fig. 1, the sides and end members
will be disposed in the vertical planes of

the side and end flanges on the bottom and

will ‘be firmly held in said pesition by the
described connections at their meeting edges
which form the corners of the set up crate
as well as by the hooks and eyes 16 and 17
upon ‘the partition and the side members,
The egg fillers are placed within the crate
in the usual manner and after the crate
has been filled, the ‘top members 23 are
folded over to rest upen the upper edges
of the side members 2nd the partition and

" spanmer. The several parts of tiie erate will

_thus-reinforce each other so that the crate:
~i8 not apt to.collapse while being transport-
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ed. “After the edges have been removed, the

partition 5 is released from the side mem-

" bers by disengaging the hocks 16 in an ob-

viotg manner and the partition may then

- be folded down upon the bottom 1 in_the
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‘position shown in Fig. 5. The end members

“are then released from the side members by

the withdrawal of the pins fitting within
the sleeves 8 and 9, and the end and top

members are then swung successively down
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“over the partition and into the space defined

by the flanges of the bottom, as shown in

" Tig. 5, after which the side members are

‘respectively folded over upon the bottom,

. as shown and as will be readily understeod.
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Tbe réturned to the original

Tn order to retain the parts in this collapsed
condition, a fastening ‘ire 28 or similar

fastening.may be inserted tlirongh openings

99 and 30 provided in-one side member 3

and one end flange 3, as shown clearly in

“Tie. 4, so that accidental separation of the
St V]

yarts will be prevented and the crate may
shipper in &

very compact condition.

It will' be readily noted from-the fore-
~ going description, taken in connection with
the accompanying - drawings, that I have

shipment.

‘members 10, 1f so desired. -

1,470,868

provided an exceedingly simple and inex-
pensive container which may be readily set
up for use and as easily folded for return

The upstanding flanges at the
sides and ends of the bottom plate provide
a - definite compartment ‘in. which- the re-
maining members of the crate may be re-
ceived when the crate is collapsed, and also
effect o removal of the eyes or sleeves forin-
ing part of the connections between the
bottom and the side and end members from
the bottom plane of the crate so that a flat
supporting surface is provided which will
avold unstable conditions during transpor-
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tation of a filled crate and will at the same
time permit the crate to be easily shid over

a platform when being transferred  from

one vehicle to another or from s warehouse. -

To further facilitate the handling of a filled
crate, handles, indicated in dotted lines at
31 in Fig. 1, may be provided upon the end

Having thus described
what is c¢laimed as new-ist
A eollapsible crate comprising -
plate having upstanding side’ and
flanges, the side flanges being higher ‘than

the invention,

the end flanges, . partition hinged to the.

bottom plate transversely at the center of

the same and adapted to-swing dotn upon
‘the bottom:-and lie flat thereon, end mem-

bers hinged to the end flanges of the bot-

tom and adapted to fold over the bottom

between the side flances thereon and over-

lie the partition, top members hingedly -
_connected to the free edges of the end mem-

bers and adapted in collapsed condition to

“lie between the side flanges of the bottom
with one top member overlapping an end

member and one fop member overlapped by

~an end member, the free edges of the top-
-members meeting over the partition in set

up position and provided with alined eyes,
a- locking -pin’ engageable through said
eves, side members hinged to the respective
side flanges of the bottom:and adapted to
fold -over -the same with one side member
overlying the other side member and both
gidle ‘members ‘above the end members and

“the top members, sleeves on the meeting ends
‘of the end and side members arranged to .

o bottom
end
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aline in Set up position, and locking pins -

removably engageable in said sléeves. -
Tn testimony whereof I affi signat
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

AUBREY B WEBB. [r.s]



