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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 135,552, dated February 4, 1873. 

To all chon it may concern: 
IBe it known that I, WM. C. HUFFMAN, of 

Toledo, in the county of Lucas and in the 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Combined Seat and 
Desk for Railway Cars; and do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description thereof, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing inaking a part 
of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device, 
and Fig. 2 is a vertical central section of the 
?all?3 

Letters of like name and kind refer to like 
parts in each of the figures. 
The olject of lny invention is to enable 

writing to be done with the same ease and 
neatless upon a railroad train when in motion 
as when at rest; and to this end it consists, 
princially, in a colubined seat and desk, sup 
ported upon or by meals of springs, and cap 
able of a vertical and a semi-rotary motion 
within certain limits, substantially as and for 
tle purpose lhereinafter shown. It consists, 
further, in the peculiar construction and con 
bination of the various parts of the device, 
substantially as aud for the purpose helein 
after slown. 
In the annexed drawing, A represents a cir 

tular disk, constructed, preferably, of metal, 
from the center of which extends vertically 
upward a round standard, B. Encircling the 
standard B at and below its upper end is : 
sleeve, C, to or upon the upper end of which 
is affixed a seat, l), that has, preferably, a cir 
cular shape horizontally, and is covered with 
suitable elastic material. At or near the ver 
tical center of the sleeve C is secured a hous 
ing, E, which extends outward and downward 
in the form shown, and furnishes a shield or 
guard for a spiral spring, F, that has its base 
secured to or upon the disk A, and its small 
end contained witlin tle space left between 
the upper clind and inner side of said lhousing 
and the contiguous portion of the sleeve. The 
Spring thus arranged furnishes an elastic sup 
port for the sleeve and seat, which, together, 
form a stool, and permits the latter to rise or 
fall as the weight to be supported varies. 
ihree or more tapes or other suitable fasten 

ings, G, secured upon and extending between 
the outer edge of the disk or base A, and the 
inner side and upper end of the lhousing E, 
limit the upward movement of the stool, and 
also its rotary motion upon the standard. A 
foot-rest, H, secured upon and extending hor 
izontally outward from the lower end of the 
housing E, alld a sloping desk, I, secured in 
proper position upon the upper end of a stand 
ard, K, which extends upward from the sleeve 
C, completes the device, the operation of which 
is as follows: 
The weight of the occupant causes the stool 

to be depressed sufficiently to afford a consid 
erable a moult of notion vertically between 
its upper and lower limits, by which means 
the principal motion and jar of the car are sub 
stantially absorbed by the elastic support, and 
but a simall fratition is communicated to said 
stool. The horizontal motion of the car is, by 
means of the swiveling of the stool, so nearly 
compensated for as to cause little or lo incon 
venience, and writing or reading call be car 
ried on upon the desk with nearly the same 
ease that would be possible if the car were at 

St. - 

This device is intended for use in drawing 
room, nail, and baggage cars, for each of 
which it is especially applicable. 
Having thus fully set forth the nature and 

merits of my invention, what I claim as new 
lS 

1. A combined seat and desk, supported 
upon or by means of springs, and capable of 
vertical and rotary motion within certain lim 
its, substantially as and for the purpose here 
iubefore specified. 

2. The device, as a whole, consisting of the 
base A, standard B, sleeve C, seat D, housing 
E, spring F, checks G, foot-rest E, and desk 
I and K, when said parts are constructed and 
combined substantially as ald for the pur 
pose sinown. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have llereunto set my hand this 22d day of 
December, 1872. 
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