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.To all whom it may COncCern: .

Be it known that I, MATHIAS A. LASKA, of
the city of New Olleans, in the parish of Or-
leans and State of Louisiana, have invented

‘a new and Improved Rain-Water Cat- Off, of

which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

My invention relates to nnprovements in
‘that class of devices which are adapted to
automatically control the flow of rain water
_into a cistern, and the object of my invention

is to produce a simple, durable and easily

- regulated device, which will operatein such
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a ‘manner that the water with the dust-and
dirt which is washed off from the roof of a
bu1ld1n0 at'the beginning of a rain, will be
dlreeted away. from the mstern, and which,
when the water has become clean, Wlll dlreet
the flow into the cistern.

. ‘Tothis end my invention consists in certain
features of econsiruction and combinations of
parts, which will be h61 elnafter described and

. claimed.
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Reference is to be had to the aecompanymt"
drawings forming a part of this speclﬁcatlon,

in Whlch smnla,r letters of reference indicate |

coxrespondm«r parts:in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a side eievation. partly in sec-’

. tion, of the entire device, as applied to a cis-
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- tally, it having on the under side a depend- .

tern and Fig.'2 is a broken plan view of the
same.

The main elbow A connects with the ordi-
nary rain water conductor in the usual way,
and is adapted to deliver into the’ cistern B.
The elbow is held, however, to swing horizon-

- ing rod a Wh1ch is mounted in thelugs ¢ of a
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“direction.

plate C, which plate is secured to the cistern
but may bé secured to any convenient.sup-
port.. The movement of the elbow A is lim-

ited by a keeper @’ which is secured to ‘the |-

under side of the elbow, and the ends of which

are bent downward so as to embrace the edge-
of the cistern, and these dependmw ends pre--

vent the elbow from moving too farin either
Near the main vertlcal portion of
the elbow is'an elbow lng E
oted a rod T, the oppomte end of the rod be-

- ing pivoted to the vertical arm G’ of the three-
armed lever G‘ 80 that when theleveris tllted » b

i to which is piv--

the rod F will be moved and the elbowA o

made to turn.

The lever G is centmlly plvoted on a-sup-- .
port H, secured to the elstem, and from one -

horizontal arm- thereof is suspended a-weight

-J ‘which is heavy enough to normally swing
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the elbow A, so that it w1ll not deliver mto o

the cistern, and to the.opposite arm of thele- -
ver is hooked the bail k of -the sand box K...

The lever is notched on the lower side, as 6o = -

shown at g, and thereat rests -upon a.stud h.

on. the support I, the stud serving as aguide .- . S
~for'the lever and "also serving: to-relieve its

central pivot of a portion of the. wel(rht of
the lever and its attachments. '
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The sand box K has a depending . tube Koo

~open1nw fromthe bottom, which tubeisclosed . -

“at its lower end'and. is plowded near the bot-:

tom with a transverse partition %/, thus for m- S

a ‘chamber %? which: has an opening %3 in
one side..

dnd enters the opening in the partition.

the apparatus. The'sand also prevents dust,
leaves, &¢., from interfering with the passage
of water through the valved opening:

of ‘the foreign matter collecting,therein can be

if -the water in its course-to the cistern  had

The partition &’ hasacentralconi- -~
cal opening therem, and-extending upward -

through and engagingthe bottom of the tube,
“is a.serew L havmtr a comcal point. which fits

.70‘!’:»: : :
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“The sand packs snugly inthe boxor vessel . -
K and by partly-absorbing and partly check: " -
ing the water canses the latter to drop-evenly R
from the beginning to the end of the opera-

tion thus pxeveutuw sudden movements of 8o -

More- -
“over since the box iswholly separate fromand " -
exterior to the pipe leading tothe cistern none 85

washed into the cistern: as would be the case :

to pass info the box or vessel K and overﬁow i

into the cistern plpe ;
‘Thesand box is provided w 1bh sand M tbere

95. :

beluo' sufficiont to fill the tube and to par- "
tially.ﬁll thebox,the sand being held in place . .-

by a cover O which rests loosely upon'it, and

which-is provided.on the top with a handle g3
O’,; by means of which:it may be removed. -

A large funnel P is'secured to the: clstern,
and the lower end of the funnel terminates in
a pipe P which is made to deliver -into the-

sand box. "Asshownin’ the drawings, thefun-
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"nel P is supported on the cistern, but as the

funnel must be out of doors where it will be
exposed to the rain, if the cistern should be

" .. loeated in doors, the funnel may be secured

to any other convenient support. ’
The operation of the device is as follows:

. The weight J is heavy enough to more than
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balance the weight of the sand box, so that
by means of thelever Gand connecbmOv rod F,
the elbow A is swung, so that the water from
the roof will run to waste. When the rain
first begins to descend, the water will wash
the dust from the roof and it will run to waste
through the elbow A, but after it has rained
a short time, sufficient water will have fallen
into the funnel P and have been- delivered
into the sand. box K to counterbalance the

weight' J, and thus tilt the lever and swing’
the elbow A so that the water from the roof'

will be delivéred into the cistern. The screw

L in the sand box is adjusted so that water

therein will drop out very slowly, and -con-

: sequently after the elbow has Deen thrown

" ag
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t0 connect’ with the e¢istern, it will be re:

tained in. that position for a considerable |
length of time, so that after a rain, if itshould

rain again within a very short: tune, the wa-

ter wou]d ‘be delivered - into the cistern at

once, but if a eons1demble time intervenes
between the rains, the water will first ran to
waste, as’ described, as the water will have
drippeéd through the openings in the bottom
of the sand box The length of time-during
which the water runs to waste may be gov-

erned’ by adjusting the weight.J, and the sand |

box'in relation to each other ,
1t will be noticed that the cover O in the

- sand box has a flange around the upper edge,
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so'that the dust whlch ransinto the sand box

from the funnel, will be caught upon the cover

so that it may. be convementlv emptied.
ILWln(r thus fully described my mventlon,

498,663

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters -

Patent—

1. The ecombination with the swinging pipe
delivering to the cistern and receiving water
from the rain spout, of a counterbalaneed le-
ver normally holding the swinging pipe out
of connection with the cistern and provided
with a suspended open water-receiving vessel
exterior to and independent of the pipe lead-
ingto the cistern and a permanently open
pipe for conducting water to the said vessel
to cause it to opelate the said lever and con-
nect the swinging pipe with the mstem sub-
stantldlly as set forth.

. The combination with the: swmomfr pipe
to connect the rain spout and cistern and pro-
vided with a counterbalanced lever normally

disconnecting it from the cistern,of a vessel
suspended from the'saidlever exterior to and

1ndependent of the cistern pipes,a regulating
valve-in the bottom of the vessel; an exposed
funnel or gatherer into which . the rain ‘may

fall and havmw a pipe leading to thesaid ves-
,sel substantmlly as set forth :

.Theé combination with a. mstern hdern"'
an opemnﬂ inits upper end, of ahorlzontally

swinging elbow pipe mounted on said cistern:

to rewlqter with said openmg, a counterbal-
anced lever mounted on the cistern and con-
nected with said elbow pipe to normally dis-
connect it from the cistern; a vessel suspend-
ed from the léver and wholly independent of

the élbow pipe’ and’ cistern, and having a

valved drip opening in its bottom, an exposed
rain gathering funnel above the vessel and

’havmo* a pipe leadlnwthereto said vessel be-

ing adapted to contaln a body of sand above
1ts valve, substantially as set forth.
MATHIAS A, LASKA
Wltn'e’sses:
EDWARD MORGAN,
S. B. SEILE,
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