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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1-38(partially)

Present claim 1 relates to a process for the formation of a treated
filler by contacting it with a treating agent which comprises "a polymer
comprising (i) at least one first group that interacts with the untreated
filler and (ii) at least one second group that interacts with a rubber
matrix into which the treated filler is incorporated".

The treating
agent comprises an extremely large number of possible compounds namely
any type of polymer. Support and disclosure in the sense of Article 6 and
5 PCT is to be found however for only a very small proportion of the
above mentioned polymers such as those present in claim 4.

Furthermore
the definition of the first second group that should be present in the
polymer used as treating agent is not clearly defined and is open to an
extremely large number of possibilities. Support and disclosure in the
sense of Article 6 and 5 PCT is to be found however for only the "first
group" defined in claims 7 and 8 and the "second group" defined in claim
9.

The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such an
extent, that the search was performed taking into consideration the
non-compliance in determining the extent of the search of claim 1 (PCT
Guidelines 9.19 and 9.23).

The search of claim 1 was restricted to

treating agents comprising a polymer selected from acrylic polymers,
styrene butadiene Tatexes, natural rubber Tatexes or combinations

thereof comprising a "first group" selected from an ester, carboxylic
acid, imide, anhydride, diacid, lactone, oxirane, isocyanate,
alkoxysilane, hydrolysis products thereof, salts thereof, or combinations
thereof, formyl, keto, thiol, slufido, halo, amino, alkenyl, alkynyl,
alkyl, hydrolysis products thereof, salts thereof, or combinations
thereof and comprising a the " second group" is selected from hydroxyl,
anhydride, oxirane, hydrolysis products thereof, salts thereof, or
combinations thereof.

The search of claims 2 to 38 was also Timited
accordingly.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-1V, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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