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LUTHER M. JENNINGS AND JOHN P JENNINGs, OF STAR, VIRGINIA. 

1,110,693. 
MATCH-Box. 

Togll whom it may concern: Beit known hat we, LUTHERM, JENNINGs 
and JoHN P. JENNINGs, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Star, in the county of 

5 Carroll and State of Virginia, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Match-Boxes, of which the following is a 
specification. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

This invention relates to match boxes. 
more particularly to the class of such 
vices designed to be carried in the pocket. 
The primary object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a matchbox of the above 
described character such as may be operated 
wherein the box will be automatically closed 
upon the extraction of each match. 
The invention has as a further...object to 

provide a single delivery match box wherein 

position pending the complete removal of 
the match, thus preventing accidental loss of 
the match upon its delivery from the box. 
And still a further object of this invention 
is to generally improve the construction and 
increase the efficiency of devices of the above 
described character. With these and other objects in view, the 

30 trated in the accompanying drawings, and 
then specifically pointed out in the claims 
which are attached to 

invention will be more fully described, illus: 

... this application. . . . In the drawings–Figure 1. is a slightly 
enlarged perspective view of our improved 
match boxespecially showing the plunger for 
delivering the matches from the box and the 
spring pressed closure plate for the delivery opening. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional 
Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken on 
the line 3-3 of Fig. 2, showing the foot 
formed at one extremity of the ejector, said 

box, and Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective 
view of a portion of the ejector showing the: 
operating sleeve carried thereby, and the 

50 match ejecting foot formed on the ejector. 
... Corresponding and like parts are referred: 
to in the following description and indicated 

; : in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. . . . . . . . . . . . 

55. In the drawings wherein we have illus 

to deliver, a single match at a time and 

one extremity of the match may be project 
ed exteriorly of the box and held in such 

view showing the plungerin normal position. 

foot being provided with shoulders engag 
ling against the inner face of one edge of the 

trated the preferred embodiment of our in 
vention, the improved match box includes a 
casing 10 preferably formed of suitable 
sheet metal. Said casing may be of any 
desired thickness, but is preferably made 
relatively thin, as shown, so as not to bulge 
the pocket, and is formed with curved edges. 
11. The width of the box may be varied as 
desired to increase its capacity and will be 
of sufficient length to receive the ordinary 
match. Hingedly connected at 12 to one 
end 13 of the easing is a cover 14, said cover normally closing the match receiving open 
ing in the casing 10. . . . . . . . 
Formed at one extremity of the edge por 

: Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Sept. 15, 1914. ": 
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tion 15 adjacent one end 16 of the casing 
10 is a lateral extension, 17, said exten sion terminating in longitudinally, disposed. 
spaced ears 18 designed to hingedly support 
upon a pintle 19, a cover plate. 20. One ex tremity of said plate is bent about the pintle 
19 as shown at 21, the free extremity thereof. bearing against the end of the edge portion 
15 and closing, in normal position, the de 
livery opening 22 formed in the end portion 
16 adjacent the extension. 17. A spring 23 is 
seated by one extremity in the extension 17, 
the intermediate portion of the spring being 
bent to extend, above the pintle 19 and bear 
sing by its free extremity 24 against the 
cover plate 20, normally tending to hold said 
plate in closed position. 

and form apart of Slidably mounted upon the casing 10 ex 
is . . . . .teriorly of the edgeportion 15, is a spring 

pressed ejector 25. Said ejector includes a 
stem. 26 of a length to be received between 
the end portions of the casing 10, and has 
formed thereon at one extremity a foot 27. 
Said foot is slidably mounted in a longitu 
dinally extending slot 28 formed in the edge 
portion 15, the free extremity 29, of the foot 
extending within the casing a sufficient dis 
tance to engage the end of a match and being 
laterally enlarged to provide shoulders 30 
which bear against the inner face of the edge 
portion 15 thus connecting the stem to the 
casing 10. The opposite extremity of the 
stem 26 is mounted to slide freely through 
alongitudinally extending bore 31 formed in 
the extension, 17 adjacent the upstanding 
ears. 18. The extension 17 thus forms a 
guide for the free extremity of the stem. . . . 

Secured to the stem 26 adjacent the foot 
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27 and mounted to slide freely upon the 
casing 10 is an operating sleeve 32, said 1.0 

  

  



15. 

sleeve bearing against the outer face of the F 
edge portion 15, with its side flanges 33 
contacting with the side walls of the cas 
ing 10. 
mediate the extension 17 and the inner ex-i. 
tremity of the sleeve 32 is a helical spring: 

... 34, said spring normally; acting to hold the 
5 

Mounted upon the stem 26 inter 

ejector 25 with its foot 27, spaced from the 

era. 
obvio 

20 era : 
by grasping the operatin :. . . . . ...- . . . . 
the foot 27 to engage against one extremity op 
of the match forcing the opposite extremity 

opening 22. It is to be fur 

. . . . delivery ope 
... 10 tion 16 of the casing 10. 

From the foregoi 

25 is then op 
erated against the tensic 

eeve'32, causing 

thereof through the delivery opening 22. 
; It is to be noted that as the ejector 25 is 
moved, the free extremity of the stem 26 ng through, the bore 31 formed in the 

tension of the spring 23, thus permitting the 
match to slide freely through the delivery 
ever, that upon releasing the ejector 25the free extremity of the cover 
be forced by the spring 23 into engagement 
with the extremity of the match thus partly 

i. 35. 

I ejected from the casing 10. This is an espe 
cial feature of advantage in our invention 
in that it firmly holds each match, after. 
being partly ejected from the casing 10 to . 
prevent the accidental loss of the matches. 

purpose set forth 
manufactured. : : 

1. A device of the character 
, 55. 

It will therefore be seen that a . . . . 
:very simple and efficient structure for the 

Owing to the length of the foot 27 and 
the size of the delivery opening 22 only one 
match will be projected from the casing 10 
upon a single operation of the ejector 25. 
To facilitate the operation of the ejector, 
the t flanges. 33 of the sleeve 32 may be 
knurled, as shown. 

, and such as may be readily 
What is claimed as new is: . . . . . 

: described in 
cluding a casing formed with a delivery 
opening, a shiftable ejector mounted upon 
the casing and adapted to engage one at 

... a time matches contained within the casing to project said matches through 
60 

a delivery 
, stem ar opening, said ejector including 

ranged exteriorly of the casing is and a closure 
for the delivery opening, said closure being 

65 
disconnected from the stem and shiftable to 

as: the ejector is en position thereb. 
actuated. 
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ning 22 formed in the end por 
; : . . . . . . . . . . . . . he foregoing description, the op 

in of our improved match box will be upon 
Ovious. By raising the cover 14, matches may stem 

be introduced into the casing 10. To extract adapt 
a match from the box, the casing is held sop 
that the matches will lie against the edge 
portion 15 as best, shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings, matches being conventionally. 
shown at 35. The rejector ; : " " : 

ion of the spring 34 

extension 17 will engage the cover plate 20 
. . . . . to force said plate outwardly against the 

3 : 30. 

ther noted, how 
plate 20 will 

I 

that we provide a 

s2. A-device of the character...described in 
cluding a casing formed with a delivery 
opening, a lateral extension formed on the 
casing adjacent the delivery opening, said 
extension terminating in spaced upstanding 79. 
ears, a cover plate mounted on the exten 
sión; and, pivotally supported intermediate 
said ears, a spring carried by the extension and engaging said cover plate, said plate 

cluding a casing formed with a delivery 
opening, an extension formed on the casing adjacent the delivery opening, a cover plate 

mounted upon the extension and 85 
adapted to , close the 'delivery 

opening, and an ejector slidably mounted 
upon the casing, with its free extremity 
extending through the extension and ar 
ranged to move the cover plate to open 90 
position as the ejector is actuated, the ex 
tension forming a guide for the adjacent 
extremity of the ejector. . . . . 

4. A device of the character described in- . cluding a casing formed with a delivery 95 
opening and slotted to receive an ejector, a . 
spring pressed closure for the delivery open 
ing and an ejector slidably mounted upon 
the casing and adapted to move the closure 
to open position as the ejector is actuated 100 
said ejector including a stem formed with 
a foot extending through the slot within the 
casing, said foot having shoulders formed 
thereon adapted to engage-against the inner 
face of the casing and an operating sleeve 105 
mounted upon the stem. . . . . . . . . . . . 

5. A device of the character descri 
'cluding a casing formed with a delivery 
opening, an extension formed on the cas. ing adjacent said opening, a spring pressed 110 
cover plate pivotally mounted on the ex 
tension and normally adapted to close the 'delivery opening, an ejector slidably mount 
'ed upon the easing, said ejector including a 
stem adapted to move the cover plate to 115 
open position upon the actuation of the 
ejector and an operating sleeve, and a spring 
mounted upon the stem intermediate the 

i extension and the sleeve, said spring acting 
to hold the ejector in normal position. . . . . 

6. A device of the character described in 
- cluding a casing formed with a delivery 
: opening, a resiliently actuated closure for . 
said opening, a shiftable rejector mounted 
upon the casing, said ejector including a stem 

: disconnected from the closure and arranged 
exteriorly of the casing, said stem being shift 
able to move the closure to open position as 
the ejector is actuated and resilient means for 
aintaining the ejector in normal position: 130 
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7. A device of the character described in 
cluding a casing formed with a delivery 
opening, a spring-pressed closure for said 
opening, a spring-pressed ejector slidably 

5 mounted upon the casing, said ejector in 
cluding a stem arranged exteriorly of the 
casing and adapted to move the closure to 
open position as the ejector is actuated, and 
an operating sleeve mounted upon said stem 
and arranged to embrace the adjacent edge 
of the casing. 

8. A device of the character descrilled in 
cluding a casing formed with a delivery 
opening, an extension formed on said cas ing and providing a guide, a closure for the 15 delivery opening mounted upon said exten 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the "Commissioner of Patents, 

8 

adapted to move the closure, to open posi 
tion as the ejector is actuated. 

20 

9. A device of the character described in 
cluding a casing formed with a delivery 
opening, a closure for said opening, and a 

25 . . . shiftable ejector mounted upon the casing 
and adapted to move said closure to open 
position as the ejector is actuated, said ejec- . . 
tor including a foot extending within the 
casing, and a 
the casing. In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures in presence of two witnesses. 

LUTHER M. JENNINGS, 

E. D. WoRRELL, 
J. DALTON. 

Washington, D. C.' 

stem arranged exteriorly. of 
30 

jöHN P. JENNINGs. 
sion, and a shiftable ejector mounted upon Witnesses: 
the casing, said ejector including a stem ar. 
ranged for movement in said guide and 

  


