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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

Application November 4, 1949, Serial No. 125,421 
(C. 5-114) Claims. 1 

This invention relates broadly to collapsible 
furniture and more particularly to an improved 
collapsible bed or cot of the type generally en 
ployed for camping purposes or for semi-per 
manent lodging accommodations. 

Generally stated, the invention is concerned 
with the provision of a cot embodying a novel 
and improved collapsible frame which is chair 
acterized by the strength and simplicity of its 
associated members and the relation of their 
articulate movement and assembly into a rigid, 
though lightweight, structure. One common ob 
jection to collapsible furniture generally is its 
tendency to become weak and rickety through 
use and, more particularly, through continued 
assembly and disassembly into and from erected 
form. And since these constructions have de 
pended upon the interfitting of one part With 
another to obtain a stable framework, the Weak 
ening of the component parts in their related 
positioning and movement eventually Creates a 
condition of great annoyance and complication. 
To insure against this possibility, various braces 
and reinforcements are often added until the 
mode of operation in setting up the furniture 
and its subsequent handling is both lengthy and 
burdensome. Now, the collapsible frame herein 
provided overcomes these difficulties by being 
composed of comparatively few parts which re 
quire only a minimum of time and effort to as 
semble into a cot structure and to disassemble 
When its use is no longer required. Also, by lea 
son of the arrangement of the several parts of 
the frame, the same can be folded into a com 
pact unit for handling or storage. 

It is therefore an aim of the invention to pro 
vide a collapsible cot having a separable frame 
that is characterized by its rigidity and light 
Weight; the component parts of the frame being 
So a SSOciated With one another as to minimize 
their interrelated movements during assembly 
and disassembly. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

sion of a frame for a collapsible cot which may 
be assembled from separable parts with a mini 
mum of time and effort and Which is capable of 
relative movement between its ends to compen 
sate for irregularities of the Supporting Surface 
Without loss of rigidity. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a separable or collapsible frame for a 
cot. Of the above character. Which, during, the 
assembly of its component parts, acts to stretch 
the covering material and thereby provide a 
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Weight-sustaining surface that is kept in a taut 
condition and held from sagging. 55 
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Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a separable frame for a cot of the above 
character which includes corner bracket mem 
bers and side and end rails, so associated and 
interrelated with one another as to effect as 
Sembly and disassembly of the frame into and 
from a rigid supporting structure and from which 
the said rails may be disconnected for cleaning 
purpoSeS. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

Vision of a corner bracket member for a cot 
frame which is adapted to receive and secure 
the related side and end frame rails against 
separation or accidental loosening; the corner 
bracket members having locking means which 
are quickly and easily movable to release said 
frame rails Without bodily separating the vari 
OuS members from One another. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a cot frame of light tubular metal 
Sections which are joined at their ends to effect 
a rigid framework and which, in conjunction 
With the covering material, are adapted to sus 
tain reasonable loads without weakening, and to 
be reducible into a compact unit when the frame 
Work is collapsed. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

Will become more apparent during the course of 
the following description when taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings wherein like numerals are em 
ployed to designate like parts throughout the 
Sale 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a collapsible cot 
Constructed in accordance With the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
portion of the frame of the cot in collapsed con 
dition; 

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the cot; 
Fig. 4 is a vertical longitudinal Section taken 

through the cot substantially on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a detail plan view of the corner bracket 
member shown at the right end of the cot in 
Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a detail plan view of the corner bracket 
member shown at the left end of the cot in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 7 is a side view of the corner bracket men 
ber illustrated in Fig. 6, showing the side rail of 
the frame separated therefrom; 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged detail section of the corner 
bracket member shown in Fig. 6; - 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
cot in partially erected position; and 

- Fig. 10 is a detail view of a modified type of 
Side rail. - - - . 
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With reference now to the drawings, and par 
ticularly to Fig. 1, there is illustrated a collapsible 
cot constructed in accordance with the invention 
and which is designated in its entirety by the 
numeral 0. The cot generally comprises a 
covering of any suitable strong, durable ma 
terial, such as canvas, which constitutes the body 
sustaining portion of the cot, and a frane struc 
ture designated in its entirety by the numeral 2 
and by which the covering is supported and held 
taut. The covering if, as herein shown, is pro 
vided with sleeves or elongated loops f3 and 4 
extending along the sides and ends thereof and 
which may be formed in the usual manner by 
folding over the marginal portions of the material 
and stitching, or otherwise affixing, the Sane to 
the body of the covering parallel to the folds. 
Preferably, the edges of the covering through 
out its entire perimeter, and particularly in the 
notched corner areas 5 created between the side 
and end loops 3 and 4, are reenforced by Suit 
able tape or binding to prevent raveling or weak 
ening of the cloth edges. 
The frame stiructure 2 is substantially rec 

tangular in plan and is comprised of side rails 
and end rails 8 which are connected With each 

other at their adjacent ends and with the Verti 
cally disposed legs 9 by means of corner bracket 
members 20 and 2. If desired, the lower ends 
of the legs may be closed by plugs 22 which pro 
Wide caster Surfaces. As will be noted, the rails 

and 8 and the legs 9 are of a tubular con 
struction; further, they are of a material which 
is light in weight and yet will afford a maximum 
Strength factor determinable by the Wall thick 
ness of the tubing. By way of example, such ina 
terials as thin wall alloy steel tubing or relatively 
thicker Walled aluminium or magnesium tubing 
may be advantageously employed. 
The Corner brackets 20 and 2 are Substan 

tially of a right angle form and have end exten 
Sions 24 and 25, the end 24 of the bracket being 
directed toward, or in the direction of a side of 
the cot while the end 25 is directed in aligninent 
With an end thereof. As will be more fully here 
inafter described, corner brackets 28 and 2 are 
arranged in diagonally opposite pairs, with the 
bracketS of each pair being formed to coact with 
the side and end rails 7 and 8 respectively. 
Thus, the end 24 of each bracket is adapted to 
receive an end of a side rail while the end 25 
of the bracket will receive one end of an end 
rail 8. 
Each corner bracket 20 and 2 is provided with 

a socket 26 for receiving the end of a leg 9. This 
Socket is disposed at substantially the juncture of 
the end extensions 24 and 25 and, more particu 
larly, in alignment with the end extension 24. 
After the upper end 2 of the leg 9 has been 
located in the socket 26, a drilled opening is made 
through the bracket and the leg for the insertion 
of a rivet 28 whereby said leg becomes, in effect, 
an integral part of the bracket. 
As Will be best seen in Fig. 4, the end extension 

24 of each corner bracket 2) and 2 is formed to 
provide an elongated chamber 29 having substan 
tially vertically disposed side walls 30 and a semi 
circular top Wall 3 joining Said side walls. The 
curvature of the top Wall 3 is such as to corre 
spond to the annular surface of the side rail 7 
and, if desired, the adjacent end of the rail within 
the chamber 29 may be rounded off as indicated 
at 33. The side rail is pivotally carried within 
chamber 29 of corner bracket 20 by means of a 
pin 34 extending through the rail and chamber 
walls 30 and having the outer ends thereof upset 
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4. 
as at 35 to secure the same therein. The rail 7 
can accordingly be swung upon the pin 34 to po 
Sition the same either in alignment with the end 
extension 24 when the cot is erected as in Fig. 1, 
ol' at right angles thereto in approximate par 
allelism with the adjacent leg 9 when the Cot 
is collapsed as in Fig. 2. This SWinging move 
ment of the rail is facilitated by the rounded end 
33 thereof. 
When the side rail 7 is disposed in alignment 

with the end extension 24 of the bracket as shown 
in Fig. 4, it is retained within the chamber 29 
by means of a spring latch, indicated generally 
at 33. This atch may comprise a strip of Spring 
steel 37 anchored at its inner end by the headed 
end 35 of pin 34 to the side of the corner bracket 
and carrying at its opposite end a peg 38 that 
operates as a retractable bolt and is normally re 
ceived in a hole 39 provided in the adjoining wall 
30 of the chamber 29. Adapted to register with 
the hole 39 is an opening 40 in the wall of the 
side rail and through which the bolt 38 pro 
jects to secure the rail to the corner bracket. The 
assembly of the side rail with the corner bracket 
is facilitated by reason of the fact that the tubu 
lar rail will engage the spherical end 4f of the 
bolt 38 and depress the same, causing the spring 
strip 37 to flex outwardly until the spherical end 
4 enters the opening 40 whereupon the elasticity 
of the strip will thrust the bolt inwardly to rig 
idly secure the rail 7 in the chamber 29 and 
from further pivotal or SWinging movement. 
This invention also contemplates the provision 

of means for releasing one end of each side rail 
7 from its associated bracket in order that the 

covering it can be located thereon, by insertion 
of said rail through a side loop 3, or Subsequently 
removed for cleaning or replacement. For this 
purpose, the end 42 of each side rail is, as illus 
trated at the left end in Fig. 4, Supported in the 
chamber 29 of corner bracket 2 by means of a 
removable pin 43 having an enlarged head 44 
provided with an annular groove 45. Preferably, 
the length of the Shank 6 of pin 43 is such as to 
permit insertion thereof through One Wall 3 of 
the chamber 29 and the walls of the tubular rail 
T but not outwardly of the second wall 30 as to 

undesirably protrude beyond the Surface of the 
bracket. 
The pin 43 is retained in place by a modified 

type of Spring latch 36 that accomplishes a dual 
function. As will be noted in Figs. 6, and 8, 
this latch comprises a spring strip 47 so formed 
that it will operate to lock the rail 7 against 
pivotal movement on the pin 43 and simultane 
ously lock said pin against accidental displace 
ment from its engagement with the rail. Accord 
ingly, the strip 47 is pivotally supported at one 
end on the shoulder 48 of a step washer 49 which 
is carried by the leg rivet 28 and positioned against 
the inner wall surface of the bracket 2. The 
strip 47 is held upon the step washer by the headed 
portion 50 of said rivet. The strip 4 is provided 
with a notch 5 substantially midway between its 
pivotally supported inner end and its free outer 
end 52. At its outer end, the strip has affixed 
thereto a peg or latch bolt 53 normally located in 
the hole 39 in the wall 30 of the corner bracket 
and extending through the registering opening 40 
in the Wall of the side rail. 
As shown in Fig. 7, when the spring strip 47 

is to be swung from the position shown in broken 
lines to a position Such as is shown in full lines 
to permit removal of the pin 43, the outer end 52 
of the strip is moved outwardly to Withdraw the 
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latch bolt 53 from the hole 39 and opening 40, 
The strip can now be swung upwardly upon the 
rivet 28 to remove the notch 5 from engagement 
with the annular groove 45 in the head 44 of pin 
43. The side rail T may now be withdrawn from 
the chamber 29 of the corner bracket 2. Since 
the corner brackets 2 are located at diagonal 
corners of the frame 2, the Operation may be 
duplicated at the other bracket 2 and the cover 
ing completely removed from both of the side 
rails for cleaning or replacement. - 
The side rails 7 of the cot () are each formed 

of two aligning tubular sections 54 and 55 which 
are freely separable from one another to permit 
disassembly and folding of the cot. The inter 
connection between the sections 54 and 55 in 
cludes a tapered-end pin 56 that is secured in the 
tubular section 54 and insertable into the ad 
jacent end of section 55. One method of secur 
ing the pin, other than threading or welding, con- ; 
prises tapering the pin at a point near One end to 
provide a shoulder 57 and, after inserting said pin 
into the tubular section 54, forcing the tube Wall 
inwardly as at 58 so as to positively engage the 
shoulder and firmly hold the pin in place. 
In order to permit the pin 56 to be withdrawn. 

from the end of rail section 55 sufficiently to allow 
placing of the rail sections substantially side by 
side as in Fig. 2 when the cot is collapsed, there 
is provided a cable or Wire 59 secured at one eind 
to the pin 56. The pin 56 is centrally and longi 
tudinally drilled, and the cable extends there 
through, with the free end thereof knotted Or 
otherwise formed, as at 60, to prevent its escape. 
The opposite end of this cable is connected as 3. 
by a loop 6 to one end of a light coil spring 62 
in rail section 55. The opposite end of the Spring 
is anchored, as shown in Fig. 4, to a pin 63, the 
ends of which are riveted into the Walls of the 
rail section 55 at a point close to the location of 
the support pin 43. In the contemplated use of 
the cable 59, the spring 62 acts to take up or 
reduce any slack in the cable and maintain it sub 
stantially taut when the rail sections are aligned 
and interconnected by the pin 56 to form the side : 
rail T. When the rail is removed in its enr 
tirety from its corner bracket 2 f, as previously 
described, the rail sections 54 and 55 may or may 
not be separated and the cable normally will be 
maintained in a taut condition. 
The tubular rails 8, which constitute the end 

members of the cot (), cooperate With the Side 
rails f to impose the required lateral and length 
wise tension upon the covering to desirably 
stretch it into a weight sustaining surface and are 
located in the end loops 4 of the covering. The 
end rails 8 are associated with the corner brack 
ets 20 and 2, and particularly the end extensions 
25 thereof, in a manner that allows pivotal move 
ment of each rail at one end and relative to one 6 
bracket such as the bracket 20, When the opposite 
end of said rail is separated from its other corner 
bracket such as bracket 2. The covering 
may thus be in an extremely loose condition 
throughout its expanse when the end rails 8 are 
disengaged from brackets 2 as shown in Fig. 9. 
The pivotally supported end of each end rail 
8 is carried by the corner bracket 2 in Substan 

tially the same manner as the ends of the side 
rails it previously described. That is to say, the 
end rail 8 is so associated with the bracket 2 
that it can be jocked in a position of alignment 
with the end extension 25 or it may be released 
so as to swing into a position generally parallel 
with the leg 9 which is rigidly secured in the 
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bracket. This feature of the invention is clearly 
shown in Fig. 2 Wherein the tubular sections 54 
and 55 of one side rail fl, a leg 9. and one end 
rail 8 are folded to provide a neat, compact ar 
rangement. 

: The corner bracket 29 has provided in its end 
extension 25, a chamber 64, similar to the cham 
ber 29 in the end extension 24, and defined by ver 
tical side walls 65 and an arch 66 joining the walls 
65 in their upper areas. The end 67 of the end 
rail 8 is pivotally supported within the chamber 
64 on a pin 68 extending through the Wall of the 
tubular rail and secured at its ends in the walls 
65 of the chamber 64 (Fig. 5). As shown therein, 
the inner headed end 69 of pin 68 also secures the 
end of a spring strip 7 which functions, in a sim 
ilar manner to the strip 37, to afford a spring 
latch . The Spring strip has a peg or latch 
bolt 2 secured near its outer end, said bolt having 
a Spherical end 3 and extending through a hole 
74 provided in the inner wall 65 of the chamber 
64. The spherical end 73 of bolt 2 protrudes in 
to a registering opening 75 in the wall of the rail 
f8 when the end 67 of said rail is located axially 
in the chamber 64. By grasping and raising the 
outer end 76 of the strip G, the latching relation, 
effected by the bolt 2, is broken as the said bolt 
is Withdrawn from the opening 75, thereby allow 
ing the rail 8 to swing freely relative to the 
corner bracket. 
The end extension 25 of each corner bracket 

2 is provided with a socket 77 in which the end 
8 of the end rail 8 is loosely received as shown 

in FigS. 3 and 6. The inner end 79 of the socket 
SerWeS to engage the end of the rail. Which is 
directed into the socket through an entry slot 
8 formed in the Outer portion of the Wall 8 
bounding the Socket. The slot 8G is formed so 
as to Open outwardly from the socket and is lo 
cated Substantially in its horizontal axis. The 
Socket 77 is relatively deeper than the length of 
the slot to receive the rail end 78. By so form 
ing this slot, the rail may be easily inserted in 
the Socket and may be moved inwardly until 
the end 78 thereof engages the inner end T9 of 
Said Socket. Likewise, when the rail is so posi 
tioned, it will bear against that portion of the 
socket wall opposite the slot and will be firmly 
held by the tension or sustained weight borne 
by the covering . . . 
When the cot is to be knocked down or col 

lapsed from the erected structure seen in Fig. 
1, the Spring latches 36 and 4 at one end of 
the cot, which lock the side rails 7 against move 
ment relative to the opposite corner brackets 20 
and 2 respectively, are disengaged from the side 
rails So that the brackets may be swung upon 
pins 34 and 43 to bring the legs 9 substantially 
parallel to the side rails. After repeating this 
Operation at the opposite end of the cot, the 
Side rails f at one end are noved outwardly 
a Way from one another against, the tension of 
the covering sufficiently to allow the end 78 
Of One end rail 8 to be removed from the socket 
T. of the associated bracket 2. This rail may 
now be released by its related spring latch 
So that it can be swung toward the leg 9. When 
the Opposite end rail 8 has been similarly re 
moved from its associated bracket 2 and the 
pivoted end thereof released by the latch T in 
the bracket 20, the cot will generally assume 
an appearance as shown in Fig. 9 in which one 
end is illustrated with the supporting legs 9 
of the corner brackets 2 and 2 positioned sub 
stantially parallel with the side rails T. By 
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-forcing the material of the side loops 3 along 
the side rails from each end and towards the 
center, sufficient slack will be developed to per 
mit separation of the sections 54 and 55 of each 
rail whereupon one end of the cot generally may 
be folded over onto the other. The covering 
A may now be gathered between and around the 
folded sections of the side rails and the cot 
reduced to a neat, compact unit for storage. 
When setting up the cot, the above procedure 

is of course reversed and after straightening the 
covering , the sections 54 and 55 of the Side 
rails 7 are unfolded and aligned So that the 
pins 56 may again unite said tubular Sections 
54 and 55 into a unitary rail. After Swinging 
the end rails 8 into locked position With refer 
ence to their associated corner bracketS 20, the 
free ends thereof are replaced in the sockets 
of the neighboring corner brackets 2i. The 
weight supporting surface of the cot, as afforded 
by the cover cloth if, is now fully stretched both 
laterally and lengthwise and will remain in a 
state of desirable tension. The legs 9, in each 
corner, are now swung to carry the brackets 20 
and 2 into a locking relation with the side rails 
T as effected by the spring latches 36. 
In the event the cot is set up or rests upon 

a surface that is not regular or even and which 
normally would cause the cot to Sag at One or 
more corners, the frame 2 is permitted a cer 
tain degree of relative movement between its 
component parts whereby the Corners formed 
by the brackets 20 and 2 and Supported by the 
legs 9 may shift relative to each other until the 
legs are in firm supporting engagement with the : 
surface such as the ground or floor. Since the 
side rails of the frame are composed of at 
least two sections, each of these sections is free 
to move angularly with respect to the other, and 
sufficiently to overcome any tendency toward ; 
twisting or warpage. Also, since one end of each 
end rail 8 is freely received in the Socket T of 
each bracket 2, this further increases the adapt 
ability of the frame to become and remain sta 
tionary on an uneven Surface. 
When it is desired to remove the cover cloth 

(, or to initially place the same on the rails 
of the frame, the ends of the rails are dis 
connected from the corner bracketS 2 by re 
moval of the pins 43. As previously described, 
these pins are locked in place by the engage- 5 
ment of the notch 5, of the spring strip 4 with 
the groove 45 in the head 44 of the pin. Thus, 
by releasing the strip and swinging it to a posi 
tion, as shown in Fig. 7, the pin 43 may be re 
moved and the end 42 of the side rail withdrawn 
from the bracket. 

In a slightly modified construction shown in 
Fig. 10, the pin 82, corresponding to pin 56 above 
described and connecting the sections 54 and 
55 of the side rail, is slotted as at 83 and Cross 
drilled as at 84 to receive a pin 85. The end of 
a cable 86 is formed in a loop 8 which receives 
the pin 85. The opposite end of the cable is 
provided with a loop for connection to One end 
of the spring 62 which, in the modified form, 
is attached at its opposite end to the Supporting 
pin 88 for the rail 7. This pin 88 is permanently 
secured in the walls of the corner bracket. Con 
sequently, when the cover cloth it is to be re 
moved, the pin 85 is driven from the hole 84 in 
the pin 82 to release the cable loop 81 whereupon 
the sections 54 and 55 of the side rail can be 
pulled from the opposite ends of the side loops 3. 
While the side rails of the frame 2 have here 

tofore been described as being constructed in 

5 

O 

75 

8 
two sections, namely, the sections 54 and 55, it 
is also within the Scope of the invention to pro 
vide a side rail of three or more separable Sec 
tions associated with one another in the man 
ner above described. By providing at least three 
Sections for the side rail, it becomes possible to 
establish as rigid a side rail and at the same 
time materially lengthen the cot frame, or make 
provision for fore-shortening the cott, when Col 
lapsed, into a unit of shorter dimension. 

It is to be understood that the form of the 
invention herewith shown and described is to be 
taken as the preferred enbodiment. Of the Sane, 
and that various changes in the shape, size and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted to without 
departing from the spirit of the invention or the 
Scope of the Subjoined claims. 

I clain: 
1. A collapsible cott embodying a Substantially 

rectangular frame and a taut weight Sustaining 
covering carried thereby, Said frame comprising 
side and end rails, bracket members at the cor 
ners of the frame Supporting the adjacent ends 
of the rails, supporting legs secured to the brack 
et members, means for pivotally connecting the 
opposite ends of the side rails to the respective 
bracket members to enable Swinging movement 
Of the rails and bracket members relative to One 
another when it is desired to fold the frame, 
nears for locking the side rails and bracket 
members against Such relative Swinging move 
ment whein the frame is in erected position, 
In eans for pivotally connecting One end of each 
end iai to a bracket member for Swinging noves 
inent relative thereto upon folding of the frame, 
and means carried by the opposed bracket men 
ber for loosely Supporting the opposite end of 
the end rail when the frame is erected. 

2. A collapsible cott embodying a substantially 
rectangular frane and a taut weight Sustain 
ing covering carried thereby, said frame com 
prising Side and end rails, bracket members at 
the coiners of the frame interconnecting the 
adjacent ends of Said rails, Supporting legs Se 
cured to the bracket members, means for hinged 
ly connecting the rails to the bracket members 
for SWinging movement relative to One another 
when it is desired to fold the frame into co 
lapsed form, means for locking said bracket 
members and rails against Such relative swing 
ing movement when the frame is in erected po 
sition, means for enabling release of the side 
and end rails from certain of Said bracket mein 
bers for removal or replacement of the covering, 
each side rail including a pair of Separable tu 
bular sections arranged end to end in alignment 
with and abutting One another, an aligning pin 
Secured in one Section and projecting loosely ine 
to the adjacent end of the other section, and 
Spring means normally acting to draw said pin 
into Said Second Section to maintain the said 
Sections in aligned abutting relation. 

3. A collapsible cot embodying a Substantially 
rectangular frame and a taut weight sustaining 
covering carried thereby, said frame compris 
ing Side and end rails, blacket members at the 
corners of the frame interconnecting the adja 
cent ends of the rails, Supporting legs Secured to 
the bracket members, means for pivotally con 
necting the Opposite ends of the Side rails to the 
respective bracket neibers to enable relative 
Swinging novernent of the Side rails and bracket 
members when it is desired to fold the frame, 
means for locking Said Side rails against Swing 
ing movement when the frame is in erected po 
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sition, each side rail comprising a pair of tubu 
lar sections arranged in alignment with and 
abutting one another, means carried in one sec 
tion and loosely received in the adjacent end of 
the other section for Securing said Sections to 
gether, each of the end rails being pivotally con 
nected at one end to a bracket member and free 
ly supported at its other end in the Opposite 
bracket member, means for locking Said end 
rails against Swinging movement when the frame 
is in erected position, and means for enabling 
release of the side rails from certain of the 
bracket members for removal or replacement of 
the covering. 

4. A collapsible cott embodying a substantially 
rectangular frame and a taut weight Sustaining 
covering carried thereby, said frame comprising 
side and end rails, bracket members at the COI'- 
ners of the frame Supporting adjacent ends of 
the rails, supporting legs Secured to the bracket 
members, means pivotally connecting the oppo 
site ends of the side rails to their respective 
bracket members to enable Swinging movement 
of the rails and bracket members relative to 
one another when it is desired to fold the frame, 
means for locking the side rails and bracket 
members against such relative Swinging move 
ment when the frame is in erected position, 
means for enabling release of one end of each of 
the side rails from its pivotal connection with 
its respective bracket member for removal or 
replacement of the covering, means for pivotally 
connecting one end of each end rail to a bracket 
member for Swinging movement relative there 
to upon folding of the frame, and means car 
ried by the opposed bracket member for loosely 
supporting the opposite end of the end rail when 
the frame is erected. 

5. A collapsible cot embodying a substantially 
rectangular frame and a taut weight Sustaining 
covering carried thereby, said frame comprising 
side and end rails, bracket members at the cor 
ners of the frame supporting the adjacent ends 
of the rails supporting legs secured to the bracket 
members and extending perpendicularly down 
wardly therefrom, means pivotally connecting the 
bracket members and the opposite ends of the 
side rails for swinging movement of the Support 
ing legs into parallel relation with said side rails, 
means pivotally connecting one end of each of 
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and means loosely supporting the opposite end of 
each of the end rails from its respective bracket 
member to permit, Swinging movement of each 
of the end rails into parallel relation. With One 
of its adjacent side rails and supporting legs. 

6. A collapsible cot as described in claim 5, 
having means for releasing the ends of side rails 
adjacent the loosely supported ends of the end 
rails from their pivotal connection with their 
respective bracket members for removal or re 
placement of the weight sustaining covering. 

7. A collapsible cot embodying a substantially 
rectangular frame and a taut Weight sustaining 
covering carried thereby, said frame comprising 
side and end rails, bracket members at the cor 
ners of the frame interconnecting the adjacent 
ends of the rails, supporting legs Secured to the 
bracket members, means for pivotally connecting 
the opposite ends of the side rails to the respec 
tive bracket members to enable relative Swinging 
movement of the rails and bracket members when 
it is desired to fold the frame, each side rail com 
prising a pair of tubular sections arranged in 
alignment with and abutting one another, means 
carried in one section and loosely received in the 
adjacent end of the other section for securing 
said sections together, each of the end rails being 
pivotally connected at One end to a bracket mem 
ber and freely supported at its other end in the 
opposite bracket member. 
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