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© 9-Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in en-
velopes, ‘and more particularly to: envelopes for
conducting mail-order transactions involving the
transmittal of small objects, such as coins, keys,
charms, buttons and the like.

In:its broad aspeect, the present invention com-
prises novel envelope blanks and envelopes made
therefrom having dry sealing cohesive disposed
on:one surface of the blank only. An envelope
blank ‘conforming to the instant invention may
be: folded into a' closure . for shipment by one
party to'another for the purpose of transmitting
small vobjects .such. as coins- or keys, 'in which
event the ‘objects are securely retained between
abutted portions of the cohesive, thé closure be-
ing further characterized by the provision of at
least a .double ply of envelope stock on either
side ‘of ‘said objects. Advantageously, preferred
embodiments of our invention may also serve as
a'means for transmitting an. advertising message
or.other copy from one party: to ‘another,: .in
which event the various portions of cohesive are
enclosed within the closure out of contact with
each other. ‘It is therefore apparent - that' g

single closure conforming to the present ‘inven--

tion may be used, among other things; both as
a2 means for initially approaching a prospective
customer through the mail and as a medium
for the return of the customer’s order‘'and money
or the like.

Many business establishments, ‘and especially
manufacturers of* novelties, have found' it ad-
vantageous to econduct all phases of sales trans-
actions: through the mail, including' the sending

of ‘coins. and’ other small objects. “In addition;

charitable organizations have:found it convenient
to solicit ‘money contributions through the mail.
Wherever such. transactions -involve the trans-
mitting of small objects, it is of primary im-
portance that they are not shipped loose within
an. envelope, since this practice is apt to: result
in - damage to the envelope and loss of ‘the object
during’ transit.” Much of this damage may ‘be
traced. to the heavy pressure exerted by the
platens of automatic stamp-cancelling machines.
However, even manual cancellation of the stamp
does- not entirely  eliminate this difficulty; since
it’is not uncommeon for such objects as: coins to
tear or abrade their way through the-envelope
during other phases: of ‘postal ‘handling.

In an attempt to circumvent these difficulties,
business and other organizations ‘have resorted
tothe. use of mailing devices employing pockets,
slots or other mechanical contrivances. for hold-
ing- coins; keys and similar objects. One disad-
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vantage of these devices resides in the-fact that
as a mailing device they can be shipped only
one way, the usual practice being to enclose the
object retaining device within a.second, separate
envelope - for purposes of -initially approaching
the customer. Over and above: the twinfold ma-~
terial cost involved; the use of two separate: en-
velopes necessitates the . eustomer’s address. on
both the second envelope object and the mailing
device since the sender must be 'identified ‘with
the latter when it is returned. It follows that
an additional addressing. operation is required
when the material ordered by the-customer is
shipped ' to “him. - ‘This entire procedure- is op~
viously inefficient and. time consuming; however,
it cannot -be avoided when, using the prior‘art
devices.

* Another disadvantage inherent to all mechani-
cal coin retaining devices stems from the ‘neces~
sity of providing pockets, slots, ete.; which corre-
spond to the exact size and shape of the coins
or other object which are to be inserted there-
in.- This requirement constitutes a particularly.
serious drawback in the shipment of coins, since
the customer must insert only the exact coin. or
combination: of coins which the mailing device is
capable of retaining. - Ideally, however, the cus-
tomer should be allowed to choose any one of -the
total number of combinations of coins which add

up to the required sum of money; otherwise many

botential. customers may be lost if they -do- not
have at hand the exaect coin -or combination: of
coins which the mailing device holds. Simply as.
a -mafter of manufacturing costs and envelope
size, however, it:is usually impractical to provide
mechanical coin retaining- devices with a -suffi-
cient number of slots, pockets, ete., to enecompass:
all possible combinations of coing which add up
to the required-total. Thig shortcoming, more-
over, is not of a secondary nature, since  con-
venience. to the customer ig unguestionably- the
salient advantage of mail-order transactions.
Our invention, on the other hand, :eliminates
all-of the disadvantages inherent to mailing de-
vices “using - mechanical contrivances to retain
coins or the like.” Preferred- embodiments.of our
invention serve the dual purpose of transmitting
an. advertising ‘message to prospective customers
and- providing the customer with g convenient

‘means- for returning his: order and money. -or

other articles. Advantageously, all embodiments
of our invention  transmit an :almost endless
variety of coins or like articles safey through the
mail by-the .simple expedient :of sandwiching
them: between- abutted areas:of dry-sealing' co-
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hesive. 'Thus, our invention obviates the ne-
cessity of providing mechanical contrivances
which take the exact size and shape of the article
o be shipped. Structurally, each of these em-
bodiments comprises a wall portion from which
a flap portion extends, the flap portion contain-
ing at least one line of folding on either side of
which is disposed cohesive. The wall portion
may be used to either separate the cohesive upon
folding or, alternately, act as a wrapper or re-
inforcing flap when the cohesive is butted to-
gether. At the same time, this novel arrange-
ment permits the addresses of the two communi-
cating parties to be arranged on the blank in
such a manner that the address of the sender
is always within the envelope proper.

Tt is an object of our invention, therefore, to
provide a dual purpose envelope blank which
may be optionally folded either for the purpose
of conveying a printed or written message through
the mail; or for the purpose of conveying coins
or other small articles through the mails.

Another object is to provide an envelope for
shipping coins, keys or similar objects through
the mail without damaging either the envelope
or article contained therein when the envelope is
processed through a stamp cancelling machine.

Another object of the instant invention is to
provide a dual purpose envelope for mail order
transactions or the like in which the customer’s
address, as initially placed on the closure by the
vendor for the purpose of transmitting said clos-
ure to the customer, may be used as a means of
jdentifying the customer’s order upon return of
the closure, and, in addition, may also be used
to address merchandise ordered by the customer.

Another object of our invention is to provide
an envelope blank of the class set forth in the
above objects which is adapted to automatic ma-
chine folding and processing.

Another object of the instant invention is to
provide envelope blanks and envelopes .made
therefrom for transacting mail-order business
which are safe, convenient to use, and inex-
pensive to manufacture.

In order that our invention may be more fuily
disclosed, reference is had to the accompanying
drawings which illustrate envelopes and envelope
blanks embodying the foregoing and such other
principles, advantages or capabilities as may he
pointed out as this description proceeds, or as are
inherent in the present invention. For purposes
of clarity in exposition, the following description
is explicit, and the accompanying drawings are
detailed, but it is distinctly to be understood that
said exposition is illustrative only, and that our
invention is not restricted to the particular de-
tails recited in the specification or shown in the
drawings.

In the drawings:

Figures 1 and 2 are front and rear elevational
views, respectively, of one embodiment of the
instant invention;

Figure 3 illustrates schematically a preferred
method of manufacturing the embodiment of our
invention shown in Figures 1 and 2 from a web of
paper in a single continuous operation;

Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7 are views in perspective
illustrating steps in folding the embodiment
shown in Figure 1 for mailing to a prospective
customer;

Tigure 8 is a perspective view of a closure tab
which may be used to secure the folded envelope
of Figure 7 for shipment to the customer;

Figures 9,10, 11 and 12 are views in perspec-
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4
tive illustrating steps whereby the customer folds
the embodiment shown in Figure 1 for return-
ing coins or the like to the vendor, Figure 11 hav-
ing portions thereof broken away to illustrate
the manner in which coins or the like are posi-
tioned within our invention;

Figure 12¢ is a sectional side elevational sec-
tion taken along the line {2q¢—i2a of Figure 12;

Figures 13 and 14 are front and rear elevational
views, respectively, of a second embodiment of
our invention;

Figure 15 illustrates schematically a preferred
method of cutting the embodiment shown in Fig-
ures 13 and 14;

Figures 16, 17, and 18 are views in perspective
illustrating a preferred sequence of operations
whereby the embodiment shown in Figure 13 is
folded for shipment to the customer;

Figures 19, 20, and 21 are views in perspective
illustrating a preferred method by which the cus-
tomer folds the embodiment shown in Figure 13
for shipping coins or the like through the mail;

Figure 22 is a front elevational view of a third
embodiment of our invention; .

Figure 23 is a fragmentary sectional side view
of the embodiment shown in Figure 22 after said
embodiment has been folded for storage or ship-
ment to a customer;

Figure 24 is a fragmentary sectional side view
of the embodiment shown in Figure 22 after said
embodiment has been folded for transmittal of
coins or the like through the mail to the vendor;

Figure 25 is a front elevational view of the em-
bodiment shown in Figure 22 affer said embodi-
ment has been folded in the manner shown in
Figure 24;

Tike reference characters designate similar
parts in the drawings and in the description of
our invention which follows.

Referring now to the drawings, Figure 1 illus-
trates a substantially T-shaped envelope blank
30 particularly well suited to the shipment of
coins or like articles. The envelope blank 38
is adapted to be creased or scored along two
horizontal score lines 31 and 32, which scoring .
divides the blank 30 into an inner portion 33,
an outer front wall portion 38 and a closure flap
35. Adjacent the free end of the closure flap 35
1s a gummed area 36 preferably composed of a
water soluble adhesive. The envelope blank 30
may be further folded along the two vertical
score lines 37, 37, which lines act to divide the
inner portion 383 into an inner rear wall portion
38 and two retaining flaps 39, 39. We prefer to
dimension the envelope blank 38 such that the
width of the retaining flaps 39, 39 is somewhat
greater than one-half the width between the
vertical score lines 37, 37. The advantages de-
rived from this particular proportioning will be
more apparent as this description proceeds.

The blank 30 is entirely composed of plain
envelope stock. It is substantially imperforate,
that is, devoid of any of the slits and similar
coin retention devices previously used in paper
envelopes and the like. It is also single-ply, that

'is, devoid of such other structural features as

cardboard walls punched out for certain coins
and laminated with paper or the like on -one
side of the punch holes. Such conventional slits
or punch holes or the like were expensive and
nevertheless insecure and cumbersome. We have
discovered that considerable improvement and
savings can be achieved as compared with said
earlier devices, by a modified adaptation of
principles disclosed in Patent No. 2,168,873 issued
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on-August 8, 1939, to Albert I. Kegan, co-inventor
herein, and: entitled Dry Sealing Container, and
Patent No. 2,329,055, issued on September 7,1943,
to' the same A. I. Kegan, entitled Envelope or
The -Like. " The device of ‘said Patent 2,168,873
has been modified extensively:as to material used;
configuration thereof, imprinting thereon :and
otherwise and likewise the device of Patent
2,329,055 has. -been modified -greatly as to the
manner of combining andutilizing the different
materials, the - configuration. of the renvelope
blank, and various-other. features.  We. believe
that in this manner ‘there:has been produced a
novel, unitary, remailable, .tamperproof mailing
device -in . accordance. with. the  principles .and
objects stated above. - The.inner portion. 33 .con-
tains a dry sealing area 40 thereon  preferably
of the configuration shown in Figure 1. By the
term “dry sealing area” is.meant those:surfaces
5o treated that portions-thereof cohere to.simi-
larly treated portions but.do not cohere to un-
treated surfaces. In our invention, .we ‘prefer
to use repeat sealing: compounds so:that the
Tolded envelope. may be oOpened .conveniently.
While any repeat sealing cohesive may be:used,
the different latex aqueous dispersions set forth
in said Patent No. 2,329,055, issued September 7,
1943, to. Albert I. Kegan, are particularly ad-
vantageous, ' since . they - possess’: superior dry
sealing characteristics, are durable, and. are:com-
paratively simple to apply .to' envelope surfaces.
The polyvinyl acetate: emulsions set forth in
Patent No. 2,371,001, issued to Raymond Stone
on March 6, 1945, may. also-be used to:advantage
as a.dry sealing compound:in conjunction with
our invention.: . Emulsions : of polyvinyl acetate
yield a coating having- a soft-and-appealing tex-
ture and, in addition, envelopes coated with such
compounds - may be stored .for extended periods
of time without the dry sealing areas losing.
their tenacious properties.

The. reverse side of the envelope blank 30 is
illustrated in Figure 2, said side forming -the
exterior; of the envelope blank both when the
envelope blank ‘30 is.folded for:shipment:to a
potential customer and when said customer. re-
folds. it for return shipment. Hence, the address
of the potential customer is preferably placed on
the inner rear wall portion 38 of the envelope
blank 30 while the vendor’s return. address is
preferably placed on the exterior of the outer
front wall portion 34.

Figure 3 illustrates schematically a preferred
method of cutting the envelope blank 30 from g
web or roll of paper stock 4. It is apparent
that - this particular method of grouping - the
blanks 30 results in a highly efficient utilization
of the paper stock, since the only waste incurred
is that due to tapering the closure flaps 35 and
the retaining flaps 39, 39. - Furthermore, the
inter-locking of the alternate rows of the blanks
30 permits the dry sealing cohesive compound to
be. calendered, sprayed, or otherwise applied in
two continuous strips as the paper stock 41 moves
continuously in: the direction: indicated..  After
applying “the cohesive, the paper stock 4{-is
preferably passed over a source of heat-to drive
exceess moisture from the cohesive compound-angd
thereby "assistin setting the same. - After the
coated paper stock 41 passes the heating station,
it may be conveniently cut into envelope blanks
of' the configuration shown in Figures 1 and 2.
If desired, advertising matter may be printed -on
the paper stock either prior to or after the:ap-
plication of the cohesive, since the cohesive upon:
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setting is transparent and does not block off: any-
printed- matter. ‘

- When the envelope blank 30 is folded for ship-
ment to a prospective customer, it is -desirable-

. that the various portions of the cohesive-areas

40 do not come .in contact with each: other. It
is ‘also desirable: that: the folding " sequence : be
adaptable to automatic machine folding. “The
folding sequence shown in Figures 4 through 7
lends itself well to both: of these requirements:
The first step of this preferred method comprises
folding: the closure flap 35 either manually: or
by machine about the horizontal score line . 34
until the flap' 35 ‘abuts the outer -front wall
portion: -34. © The outer front wall portion --34-
and the closure flap '35 are then folded about the
score'line-32 in' the manner shown in Figure 5.
After this operation. is completed, it is apparent
thatthe dry sealing areas bounded by.the vertical
score lines 37,:37 and the gummed ares 3% are
both shielded by at least one layer ‘of paper.
Accordingly, when the retaining flaps 39,39 -are
folded about the score lines ‘37, 37 as shown in
Figure 6 all of the cohesive areas 49, as well as
the gummed area 35, is enclosed within and
adequately protected by: the external layers of
thefolded: envelope blank 20.

Advantageously, ‘the - entire foregoing folding
technique is ‘progressive, i. e., 'all folding steps
are'in the same rotational direction with respect
to’ the inner rear wall portion :32. For that
reason; it-is:particularly well adapted to auto-
matic-machine folding. “After folding the blank
3% either by manual  or machine methods. it- is
sealed. One exemplary means: of sealing the
folded' blank 30 is-the closure seal 42 shown in
Figure: 8.~ A plurality of perforations 43 traverse
the closure seal:42 in a V-shaped configuration.
Those portions of the closure seal 42 extending
outwardly from the perforations 42 are pref-
erably - coated with a permanent -adhesive and
constitute two gummed: areas 44, 44. The other
portion of the closure sedl 42 is uncoated and
constitutes a tab 45. To seal the folded envelope
30, the gummed areas 44, 44 are first moistened
and then the closure seal 42 is straddled across
the retaining flaps 39, 3. The tab 45 is-uncoated
and for that reason can he readily grasped by the
fingers—hence, when desired the seal may  be
easily broken "by simply stripping the tab 45
away from-the gummed areas 44, 44 along the
perforations 43. After the folding and sealing
operations are completed, the next step ‘com-
prises placing the customer’s address upon' the
folded envelope.  This operation is conveniently
performed by an addressograph machine, al-
though a typewriter may also be used to advan-
tage.

The customer, upon receiving the folded en-
velope 30, pulls the tab 45, thereby breaking the
seal, and then unfolds the envelope blank. The
envelope blank 20 already contains the name
and address of the customer and for that reason
the mere return of the blank 30 identifies: the
customer. Hence; our -novel envelope blank 30
both eliminates” the usual necessity on the part
of ‘the customer of filling in an order blank and
eliminates -entirely errors- arising due to illegi-
bility of addressing, incomplete ‘identification of
the customer, ete.  To.pay for the merchandise
being ordered, the customer preferably places
the required sum of money on the cohesive area
40 as shown in Figure 9. The required sum of
money may, of course, be composed of  different

15 combinations of coins. When the retaining flaps
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39, 39 are folded over along the score lines 37,
37 and pressed into contact with the inner rear
wall portion 38, the paper surrounding the. coin
or coins is securely cohered together. Thus the
coins 46, 46 are enveloped in the manner shown
in Figure 10. After the flaps 39, 39 are folded
over, the entire inner section is hinged about the
score line 82 so that the flaps 39, 39 abut the
outer front wall portion 34. Following this fold-
ing operation, the envelope blank 30 is sealed
by moistening the gummed area 36 and pressing
the closure flap 35 against the inner rear wall por-
tion 38.

Advantageously, the surface of the inner rear
wall portion 38 which carries the customer’s
address is completely enclosed upon folding the
blank 30 in the above manner. Conversely, the
surface of the outer front wall portion 34 which
carries the vendor’s address and return postage
or permit legend, and which also is enclosed dur-
ing the initial transmittal to the customer, is
posted on the exterior of the envelope. Thus no
further addressing or franking of the envelope
is necessary so that the customer need only
drop the folded envelope blank 30 into a mail box.

The manner in which the coin 46 reposes with-
in the folded blank 30 during shipment is best
shown in Figure 12¢. It is apparent that the
double thickness of paper on either side of the
coin 46, and especially the cohered “inner” por-
tion, gives ample protection against rough or
careless postal handling. In manufacturing the
envelope blank 30, moreover, it has been found
advantageous to proportion the flaps 39, 39 in
such a way that they overlap one another slightly
upon folding. This feature acts to increase the
envelope’s resistance to bending and also acts to
give the same appearance to the envelope whether
it is empty or loaded. We have found that coin
mailing envelopes constructed and prepared in
the foregoing manner may be processed through
stamp cancelling machines without in any way
damaging the folded envelope blank 30 or other-
wise impairing its utility.

The vendor, upon receiving the envelope from
the customer, may open the folded blank 30 and
take out the enclosed money in a variety of ways.
One preferred method is to first slit the envelope
along the score line 31, strip off the closure flap
35 and then pull the flaps 39, 39 away from the
inner rear wall portion 38. When dry sealing
cohesive compounds possessing repeat sealing
characteristics are used, the flaps 39, 39 may read-
ily be pulled away from the wall portion 38 with-
out tearing the paper. And since edge portions
of the inner portion 33 are not coated with dry
sealing cohesive, these edge portions may be used
as a tab to assist in separating the cohered sur-
faces., Because the enclosed coins are not ad-
hered to the dry sealing ares they present no
problem of ejection. It is of course desirable not
to tear the wall portion 38, since the customer’s
address may then be clipped or stamped from the
undamaged wall portion 38 and used to address
the packaged merchandise ordered by the cus-
tomer. However, tearing that portion of the wall
portion 38 to which the closure fiap 35 is glued
is not objectionable, since the customer’s address
ig preferably placed in the lower section of the
wall portion 38 as shown in Figure 2. Thus
when the closure flap 85 is stripped away from
the upper section of the wall portion 38, there
is no danger of mutilating that portion of the
wall portion 38 which contains the customer’s ad-
dress. Advantageously, the reverse side of that
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section of the wall portion 38 which bears the
customer’s address is coated with repeat dry seal-
ing cohesive (as shown in Figures 1 and 2) so
that the addressed section may be conveniently
cohered to a corresponding dry sealing area on
the shipping container. -

Referring now to Figure 13, the envelope blank
41 illustrates a further embodiment of my inven-
tion. The blank 41 may be conveniently folded
along two horizontal score lines 48 and 48. Itis
also adapted to be further folded along two verti-
cal score lines 50 and 51, the horizontal score lines
48, 49 and the vertical score line 50 dividing the
blank 47 into an exterior front wall portion 52,
an exterior rear wall portion 53, a closure flap
54, and a retaining flap 55. The vertical score
line 51 in turn acts to separate the retaining flap
55 into an interior rear wall portion 56 and an
interior front wall portion 57. Both the wall
portions 56 and wall portion 571 are preferably
coated with a dry sealing cohesive compound of
the class set forth hereinabove, the areas de-
fined by this coating being designated by the
numeral 58. In addition, the closure flap 54 con-
tains a gummed area 59 preferably composed of
a water-soluble adhesive. Th mailing devices
shown in Figs. 1 and 13 are quite similar in that
each has a body portion 30 or 47 and a foldable
transverse extension 39 or 57 upon which the dry
sealing cohesive is carried.

Iike the envelope blank 30, the blank 47 lends
itself well to quantity production methods. As
shown in Figure 15, the blanks 41 may be con-
tinuously cut from a sheet of paper 6i. As the
paper 61 moves to the left, a single broad central
band of dry sealing cohesive compound is dis-
posed thereon while the gummed areas B9 are
applied intermittently. While Figure 15 illus-
trates a double row of alternatively spaced en-
velope blanks 47, it is apparent that any even
number of rows of envelope blanks may be
processed in a similar manner from a proportion-
ately larger web of paper.

Like the T-shaped envelope blank 30, the en-
velope blank 47 is adaptable for shipment both
to and from a customer. The manner in which
the envelope blank 41 is folded for shipment to
said customer is shown in Figures 16 through 18.
The initial step comprises folding the coin re-
taining flap 55 in the manner shown in Figure
16 either by manual or machine methods, after
which the folded flap 55 is hinged about the score
line 58 so that the interior front wall portion §1
abuts the exterior front wall portion 52. Next,
the closure flap 54 is folded about the score line
48 so that it abuts the interior rear wall portion
56. When this latter folding operation is com-
pleted, the envelope blank 4T appears as shown
in Figure 17. Since the gummed area 59 ex-
tends only along the free end of the closure flap
54, it is apparent that the exterior rear wall por-
tion 53 completely covers the gumming compound
disposed thereon. After completion of the fold-
ing operation, the envelope 41 is preferably sealed
by applying a closure seal 61 in the position shown
in Figure 18.

Upon receiving the folded envelope blank 47,
the customer slits or tears the closure seal 60
and unfolds the envelope 47. The preferred man-
ner whereby the customer refolds the blank 4T
for returning both the order and the required
money to the vendor is shown in Figures 19
through 21. The initial step comprises placing
the necessary sum of money, as represented by
the coins 46, upon the dry sealing area 58, fold-



2,601,530

9

ing the front wall portion 51 about the score
line 51, and lightly pressing the wall portion 56
and the wall portion 57 together to insure se-
curing of the coins 46. ' Following this step, the
folded flap §8 is hinged about the score line 50,
after which the blank 47 appears as shown in
Figure 20. To complete the folding, the exterior
rear wall portion 53 and the closure flap 54 are
folded about the score lines 49 and 48, respec-
tively. - The coin containing package is then
sealed by moistening the gummed area 59 and
pressing it against the exterior rear wall portion
63.

As in the case of the T-shaped envelope blank
30, the blank 41, when folded in the above desig-
nated manner, places a double thickness of paper
on either side of the coins or other objects which
are to be shipped. Advantageously, after the
closure flap 54 is once sealed the coins 46 can-
not be extracted from the folded envelope ex-
cept by slitting or tearing the blank 47. This
feature is especially desirable since it precludes
thievery of money from the envelope during ship-
ment. Also, it is apparent that the vendor’s ad-
dress and return postage are totally enclosed dur-
ing shipment to the customer; conversely, the
customer’s address, as well as the cancelled stamp
or postal legend, is totally enclosed during ship-
ment to the vendor.

Upon receipt of the sealed envelope 47 from
the customer, the vendor first slits the envelope
along the score line 48, unfolds the envelope to
& position similar to that shown in Figure 19, and
then peels the interior front wall portion 51 away
from the interior rear wall portion 56 to obtain
the enclosed money. - Since the dry sealing area
58 does not extend across the full width of the
retaining flap 55, the free end of the interior
front wall portion 57 is in effect a tab which the
vendor may grasp to assist in this peeling opera-
tion.  The customer’s address can then be con-
veniently stamped or cut from the blank 47 and
used to address the packaged merchandise de-
livered to the customer.

Referring now to Figure 22, the envelope blank
62 shown therein illustrates yet another embodi-
ment of the instant invention.. The envelope
blank 62 is essentially diamond-shaped and, like
conventional diamond-shaped envelopes, affords
a high degree of safety for shipping items
through the mail since all of the exposed edges
are permanently sealed. As shown in Figure 22,
the envelope blank 62 is preferably creased along
‘two -vertical score lines 63, 63, which score lines
define the inboard boundaries of the two- out-
wardly extended side flaps 64, 64. The blank 62
may also be creased along the horizontal score
lines 55 and 66 which, along with the vertical score
lines 63, 63, delineate a rectangular front wall
671. That portion of the blank 62 extending above
the score line 65 constitutes a closure flap 68.
A bottom flap 69 extends downwardly from the
front wall 671 and is preferably divided by a score
line 70 into an inner rear flap portion Ti and
an inner front flap portion 72. The closure flap
68 and the inner rear flap portion 7! include
a top gummed area 73 and two side gummed areas
14,14 respectively, all of said areas preferably
carrying a water-soluble adhesive. A dry seal-
ing compound of the class designated hereinabove
is applied o the bottom flap 69 in the pattern
shown in Figure 22. It will be noted that the
dry sealing area, designated -as 15, does not ex-
tend over the. entire surface of the inner front
flap portion 12. Also the vertical dimensioning
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10

of the closure flap 68 is somewhat greater than
that of the inner front flap portion 72. The ad-
vantages resulting from these two particulars will
become more apparent as this exposition pro-
ceeds.

It is often desirable to box or store envelope
blanks such as that shown in Figure 22 in a par-
tially folded condition, in which case it becomes
essential to fold the envelopes in such away as not
to become attached to one another. In the in-
stant case, it is important that the dry sealing
area 15 does not come in contact with similar dry
sealing areas on other envelopes. Further, it is
desirable to shield the area 15 from dust and
other impurities dispersed in the air. One man-
ner in which the blank 62 may be folded for
storage which satisfies these requirements is il-
lustrated in Figure 23.. In the arrangement
shown, the closure flap 68 completely covers the
front portion 12, by virtue of its greater vertical
length.  Thus, the dry sealing area 715 is com-
pletely enclosed and shielded so that dust ecan-
not settle upon it and reduce its cohesive proper-
ties.. Advantageously, this latter folding -ar-
rangement lends itself well to automatic ma-
chine folding. Specifically, the botton flap is
initially folded about the score line 66 so that
the dry sealing area 75 abuts the front wall §7
and the closure flap 68. After this operation,
the inner front fiap portion 12 and the closure
flap 68 are simultaneously hinged about the score
line 70 and the score line 65 is a rotary-diree=
tion opposite to that used initially.

To prepare the envelope blank 62 for shipment
of ‘coins or other objects, it is only necessary to
reverse the foregoing folding operation, where-
upon the blank 62 once again assumes the position
shown in figure 22. The coins or other objects
are then placed upon the coated portion of the
inner rear flap portion T{. The inner front flap
portion T2 is then folded about the line of fold-
ing 10 and pressed -against the flap portion i,
thereby enveloping and securely retaining  the
coins or other objects. Following this step, the
two side flaps 64, 64 .are folded about the score
line 63, 63 so that they abut that surface of the
envelope blank 62 upon which the water-soluble
adhesive is disposed. Next the side gummed areas
14, 14 are moistened and the folded bottom flap
69 hinged about the score line €6, thereby bringing
the moistened areas T4, T4 into contact with the
side flap 64, 64. - At this stage, if desired, a letter,
check or other accompanying mater may be in-
serted into the partially sealed envelope 62, The
folding and sealing operation is then completed
by moistening the top gummed area 13 and fold-
ing the closure flap 68 over and against both the
side flaps 64, 64 and the inner rear flap 10, The
appearance of the sealed envelope 62 is shown in
Figure 25. Since the closure flap 68 completely
covers the iner front flap portion 72, a.double
layer of paper is positioned on each side. of the
coins or other objects regardless of the manner
in which they are sandwiched between portions
of the dry sealing area 15.° The appearance of a
coin 4% within the folded envelope blank 62 is
illustrated in Figure 24. Removal of coins or the
like from the folded blank 62 by the vendor is,
of course, expedited by the uncoated free end.of
the inner front flap portion 72, since this tab-like
portion may be easily grasped to facilitate pull-
ing the flap portion 12 away from the inner rear
flap portion 11,

Yet another embodiment of the instant in-
vention is illustrated by the substantially ree~
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tangilar envelope blank 78 shown in Figure 26.
A minor digression from a rectangular configura-
tion is caused by the closure flap 11, said closure
flap 17 being preferably hinged to the blank 16
along the horizontal score line 18. The blank 76 is
also adapted to be folded along a horizontal score
line T9 positioned substantially intermediate the
two horizontal edges of the blank 76. In-addi-
tion, the blank 716 is preferably creased or scored
along the vertical score lines 80, 80 which score
lines are positioned from the two vertical edges
of the blank 76 a distance equal to at least one-
quarter of the distance between said two edges.
The score lines 18, 79, 80, 80 define a front wall
81, while the score lines 19 80, 80 and the lower
edge of the envelope blank 716 define a rear wall
82. - The envelope sections extending sideways
from the vertical score lines 80, 88 are in turn
divided by the score line 79 into lower side flap
portions 83, 83 and upper side flap portions 84, 84.
A dry sealing cohesive area 85 is disposed on the
rear wall 82 and the side flap portions 83, 83,
preferably in the pattern shown in Figure 26. In
addition the closure flap 11 contains a gummed
area 86 composed of a water-soluble adhesive.
The reverse side of the envelope blank 76 is shown
in Figure 27.

The envelope blank 16 is particularly well
suited to the transmittal of relatively heavy and
jrregularly shaped objects, as exemplified by a set
of keys 87, 81. When the envelope is to be folded
for -shipment, the keys 81, 87 are preferably
placed on the dry -sealing area 85 as shown in
Figure 28. One of the keys 87 is shown already
sandwiched between the lefthand lower flap por-
tion 83 and. the lefthand portion of the rear
wall 82. The other key 87 placed on the right-
hand portion-of the rear wall 82 may also be
sandwiched between abutted dry sealing surfaces
upon folding the righthand side flap portions
83, 84 about the righthand score line 88. Fol-
lowing this operation, that portion of the enve-
lope blank 16 extending below the score line 718 is
folded about said score line so that the lower
side flap portions 83, 83 abut the upper side flap
portions 84, 84. The folded envelope blank 76
is then sealed by moistening the gummed area
86 and folding the closure flap 7T over against
the rear wall 82.

Upon folding and sealing the envelope 18, the

closure flap 11 is proximate to the enclosed
keys 81, 81, thereby effectively re-enforeing that
portion of the envelope blank 76 which gener-
ally receives the harshest treatment during auto-
matic cancellation of the stamp or postal legend.
Accordingly, it is apparent that the enclosed keys
87, 81 have in effect a double layer of protective
paper on one side thereof and a triple layer of
paper on the other side thereof.

When even greater protection of the enclosed
device is desired, the rectangular envelope blank
88 shown in Figure 29 proves advantageous.
Many portions of the blank 88 have identical
counterparts in the envelope blank 76; accord-
ingly, these corresponding parts are distinguished
numerically only by prime markings. For exam-
ple, the front wall portion &1 of Figure 26 is
similar to the front wall portion shown in Figure
29, hence said wall portion of Figure 29 is desig~
nated by the numeral 81°.

However, whereas the main body of the enve-
lope blank 16 is divided horizontally only by the
score line 79, the envelope hlank 88 is prefer-
ably adapted to be folded about the horizontal
score line 89 as well as the score line 7§’, that
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portion of the envelope blank 88 which falls
below the -score line 89 constituting a retainer
fap 90. The blank 88 is coated with dry sealing
cohesive compound preferably in the pattern
shown in Figure 29, these areas being desig-
nated by the numeral 9t, 91.

When the envelope blank 88 is to be used for
mailing coing or the like, they are initially placed
on those portions of the dry sealing areas 8f, 91
which lie between the score line 19’ and the
score line 89. The retainer flap 90 is then folded
over against the rear wall portion 82’, after which
the side flap portions 84’, 84’, 83, 83’ are hinged
about the score lines 80’, 80’. Following this
step the entire folded portion of the blank. 89
lying below the score line 19’ is folded against
the side flaps 84’, 84’. When this operation is
completed, it is apparent that the envelope blank
88, with the exception of the closure flap 177, is
folded into a rectangular area which corresponds
to that of the front wall portion 81’. Therefore
the envelope blank 89 may be prepared for mail-
ing simply by moistening the gummed area 86’
and sealing the closure flap 18’ agamst the rear
wall portion 82’.

Advantageously, objects contained within the
folded blank 88 have three layers of paper on
each side therefor exclusive of the re-enforcing
action of the closure flap T1’. This multiplicity
of plies of paper on each side of the object is
particularly advantageous where rough-edged or
irregularly-shaped objects are being shipped.
The usefulness of the blank 88 therefore extends
to many fields in which conventional closure
blanks, due to their fragile nature, have hereto-
fore proven inadequate.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art
that all of the above modifications of the pres-
ent invention are suitable for conveniently trans-
mitting small articles through the mail. In addi-
tion, the embodiments shown in Figures 1 through
21 may also be printed or written upon for the
purpose of transmitting messages, advertising,
etc. The embodiment shown in Figures 13
through 24 give complete protection against
thievery or unintentional extraction of the arti-
cle from the folded envelope blank during ship-
ment. Where rough-edged or irregularly-shaped
objects are to be shipped, then the embodiment
shown in Figures 26 through 28 is preferred.
Regardless of the particular embodiment em-
ployed, however, all of these envelope blanks are
inexpensive to produce, extraordinarily simple o
use, and make possible a greatly simplified mail
order business procedure. However, while we
have shown and described in detail certain em-
bhodiments of our invention, it is distinctly to be
understood that these embodiments have been
given by way of example only and that various
changes and rearrangements of the details shown
herein may be made without departing from the
spirit of the invention, the scope of which is
defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A mailing sheet adapted to be used for two-
way shipment between two parties, wherein one
shipment comprises sending a message to one
party, while the other shipment comprises send-
ing coins or other small objects to the other
party, said mailing sheet comprising: a rectangu-
lar wall portion and a foldable flap depending
therefrom, dry sealing cohesive applied to cor-
responding areas of said foldable flap, a rein-
forcing flap extending from an edge of said wall
portion and perpendicular to said foldable flap,
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a sealing flap extending from that edge of said
wall portion opposite said edge, and written ma-
terial on said device including the address of said
one party on that surface of said wall portion
which is a continuation of that surface of said
foldable flap to which said cohesive is applied,
and the address of said other party on the other
surface of said wall portion, said mailing sheet
being so proportioned and creased that it may be
(@) folded for shipment to said one party with
said corresponding areas out of contact with
one another, said address of said other party
covered by said foldable flap, and said foldable
flap interposed between said wall portion and
said reinforeing flap, or (b) folded for shipment
to said other party with said corresponding areas
abutting one another to retain said coins or the
like inserted therebetween, said address of said
one party covered by said foldable flap, said
foldable flap interposed hetween said wall por-
tion and said reinforcing flap, and said sealing
flap sealed to said reinforcing flap.

2. A one-piece mailing device which may be
used by a first party to convey a message to
a second party, and thereafter used by said sec-
ond party to transmit coins and other small arti-
cles to said first party, said device comprising:
a wall portion, a flap integral with an edge of
sald wall portion, said flap being foldable to
surround said wall portion, at least one wing
extending from said wall portion, said wing being
foldable to overlie at least a part of said wall
portion, and dry sealing cohesive covering a por-
tion of said wing and on that surface of said
wall portion against which said cohesive covered
portion of said wing abuts upon folding, the
sbutting areas of dry sealing cohesive being suf-
ficiently large to retain coins and other small
articles placed therebetween.

3. A shipping device adapted to he used as an
envelope for shipment by a vendor-to a pros-
pect, and adapted to be used thereafter as a
combination order blank and closure for small
objects for shipment by said prospect to said
vendor, said device comprising: a substantially
rectangular wall portion, a substantially rec-
tangular flap integral with an edge of said wall
portion, said flap being foldable to surround said
wall portion, one or more wings extending from
said wall portion, said wings being foldable to
overlie substantially all of said wall portion, dry
sealing cohesive on one surface of said wall por-
tion, and dry sealing cohesive on those surfaces
of said wings which are adapted to contact said
one surface of said wall portion, the abutting
areas of dry sealing cohesive being sufficiently
large to retain small objects placed therebe-
tween.

4. An envelope blank for shipment to &
prospect and reshipment with small flat ob-
jeets such as coins, said blank including a first
substantially rectangular, imperforate, single-
ply wall portion of envelope stock with a printed
address and a space for postal cancellation on
one side of said first wall portion; a second sub-
stantially imperforate, single-ply wall portion of
the same stock, hinged to said first wall portion
along a side of said first wall portion and hav-
ing parts hinged together along at .least one
line, each of said parts being slightly smaller
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than said first wall portion; a dry sealing co- -

hesive substantially covering such parts, on the
side of the blank opposite that of said printed
address, whereby folding of said parts along said
line provides a two-ply container and subsequent
folding of said portions along said side rein-
foreces the container at least by the first wall por-
tion; one of said wall portions having printed
matter and a space for a second address on the
side of the blank opposite that of said printed
address and also having a flap hinged to one
of its sides and adapted to seal the blank as an
envelope pursuant to folding of said parts along
said line and subsequent folding of said portions
along said side.

5. An envelope blank for shipment to a pros-
pect and reshipment with small flat rigid metal-
lic objects, including a substantially T-shaped,
imperforate and single-ply wall of envelope
stock, with a printed address and a space for
postal cancellation on one side of the leg of the
T and printed matter and a space for another
address and postal cancellation on the opposite
side of the blank; a dry seal cohesive coating
on said opposite side, extending substantially
across the arms and the top of the leg of the
T; and a gummed flap hinged to the leg of the
T and adapted to seal the blank.as an envelope,
bursuant to folding of the arms over the top-of
the leg and subsequent folding of the bottom
over the top of the leg.

6. An envelope blank as described in claim 5
wherein the arms of the T are slightly more
than half as wide as the top of the T.

7. An envelope blank as described in claim 5
wherein the leg of the T is approximately twice
as high as the arms of the T.

8. An envelope blank as described in claim 4,
wherein said two wall portions together form a
substantially L-shaped figure, with the printed
address and space for postal cancellation on
one side of the angle portion of the L and printed
matter and a space for a second address on the
opposite side of the blank; the dry seal cohesive
substantially covering one arm of the L: the
flap to seal the blank as an envelope being
hinged to the other arm.

9. An envelope blank as described in claim 8
wherein the dry seal arm of the L is slightly less
than twice as long as the rectangular angle por-
tion of the L.

ALBERT I. KEGAN.
WAYNE A. NEELY.
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