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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JUSTUS A. TrRAUT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Britain, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Clasps, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to clasps of the class
used by bicycle-riders, the object being to fur-
nish a flexible metallic trousers-clasp having
a-hook constructed to secure great strength
and adapted to be readily clasped and un-
clasped. :

In the drawings accompanying and form-
ing a part of this specification, Figure 1isan
edge view of a closed clasp embodying my
present improvements. Fig. 2 is a-side view
of the clasp as seen from the upper side of
Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is an enlarged view of that
end of the clasp-band which is provided with
the hook. Fig. 4 is a sectional view in line
@ a, Fig. 3. Tig. 5is an enlarged cross-sec-
tional view in line b b, Fig. 2.

Similarcharacters designate like partsin all
the figures.

My improved clasp consists of a band or
ribbon of metal (designated in a general way
by B) and having at one end thereof a hook
and at the other end thereof one or moreslots
or openings for engaging the hook. The
hook-provided end 2 of the band B is usually
furnished with a suitable thuomb-piece, as 4,
whereby to operate the same, and laps upon
the outside of the slotted end 3 of said band,
as will be understood by comparison of Figs.
1,2, and 5. The slots, which are designated
in a general way by 6, are shown of the form
of a circular opening, as 5, having on theside
thereof toward the end of the band a nar-
rower extension 7, as more fully shown in
Fig. 2. The hook, which is designated in a
general way by II, is shown best in Figs. 3, 4,
and 5, and consists of a strip of metal 10,
joined at the ends 10’ 10"’ thereof with the
body of the band, and having midway of the
length thereof the lateral projections 8 8’ for
engaging under the lips 77 7"/ at the sides of
the aforesaid slotted extension 7, as will be
understood by comparison of Figs. 2 and 5.
The open space 9, Fig. 4, between the Dlanes
of the strip 10 and the end portion 2 of the

band represents the space occupied by the
opposite end 3 of the band when locked upon
the hook, as shown in Figs. 1 and'5. . .

In using the clasp the end 2 thereof is
brought over the slotted end 3 until the hook
H comes to the proper opening 6, when the
widened middle portion § 8’ of the hook is
foreed down through the opening 5, and then
slid under the metal lips 7’ and 7"’ at the
sides of the slot extension 7. When a strain
is broughton the hook, this is bronght against
the metal at the end of the slot extension 7,
thereby bringing a tension upon the metalat
the juncture10”” of the hook with the band por-
tion 2and an opposite action upon the opposite
junctare 10’ of the hook with said band por-
tion 2. Thisconstruction and mode of action
secures great strength of the parts without re-
quiring the useof thick or rigid bands, sothat
a thin and perfectly-elastic clasp may be used
without the hook being so weak as to yield
under the stress usually brought upon it.

In making the clasp the openings 6 may be
cut out by meansof a correspondingly-shaped
punch and die after the usual manner of per-
forating sheet metal. The hook H is made
by making in the clasp end 2 the two oppo-
sitely - disposed cuts indicated by the solid
lines 11 and 11/, Fig. 3, the metal between said
cuts being forced outwardly from the plane
of the clasp end 2, as indicated in Fig. 4, to
form the hook H, which is connected, as here-
inbefore set forth, at each end thereof with
the body of the band.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— .

The improved clasp herein described, con-

‘'sisting of a band of metal having in one end

thereof one or more hook-engaging slots, sub-
stantially as deseribed, and having at its other
end a hook consisting of a strip extending
longitudinally of and cut and struck down
from the band and connected at each end

-thereof with the body of the band and having

on the middle portion thereof one or more
lateral projections adapted to engage in said
slots, substantially as described.
JUSTUS A. TRAUT.
Witnesses: . ‘
I'rRANCIS H. RICHARDS,
HeNRY L. RECKARD.
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