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UNITED STATES

PaTeENnT OFFICE.

JAY HUNGERFORD SMITH, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK.

AUTOMATIC ALARM-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 515,260, dated February 20, 1894,
Application filed November 25, 1893, Serial No, 491,986, (No model.)

To all whom Tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, JAY HUNGERFORD
SMITH, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Automatic Alarm-
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention hasforits object to provide
a sample or show box for use on counters and
the like, with novel means whereby an alarm
will be given if the box is opened, for the
purpose of preventing a pilfererfrom abstract-
ing an article or articles from the box with-
out notice.

To accomplish thisobjeet my invention con-
gists in the features of construection or ar-
rangement of parts hereinafter described and
claimed, reference being made to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a box pro-
vided with my invention, the box having two
lids, both of which are opened. Fig. 2is a
transverse sectional view; and Fig. 3.is a de-
tail perspective view of the alarm mechanism.

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I willnow de-
seribe the same in detail, referring to the
drawings, wherein I have illustrated my in-
vention applied to that type of display or
show boxes composed of a boxbody 1, amain
1id or cover 2 hinged to the rear wall of the
box -body, and a transparent or glass lid 3
hinged to the front wall of the box-body, and
through which the article or articles con-
tained in the box are visible. I wish it un-
derstood, however, that I do not confine my
invention to any particular box, as the latter
may be of any construetion, form, shape, or
configuration suitable for eontaining or ex-
hibiting goods or articles, and adapted to be
placed on the counter of a store or other place.

The andible alarm is composed of a gong
or bell 4, a spring-striker 5, and a striker-oper-
ating arm 6 adapted to be moved in one direc-
tion by closing the box-lid, and to engage the
gtriker in such manner that when the box-lid
is opened or raised the striker will be operated
to sound the gong or bell, thus attracting at-
tention and preventing a pilferer from ab-

stracting an article or articles from the box
without notice.

In the example illustrated by the drawings,
the alarm mechanism is arranged within a
casing contained within the box - body and
composed of vertical walls 7, and a horizontal
or top wall 8 provided with a slot or orifice 9.
The bell or gong 4 is located within the cas-
ing, and may be secured and supported in
any suitable manner. The striker 5 is pro-
vided with an elastic or spring-arm 10, se-
cured at one end to a standard or support 12
within the casing; and to this standard or sup-
port is also attached one end of the elastic or
spring-arm 6, having at its opposite end por-
tion an upwardly projecting stem 13 which
extends through the slot 9, and is adapted to
be depressed by the box-lid 3 when the latter
is closed. The spring-arm 6 is also provided
with a pair of pendent-jaws 14, preferably
composed of pieces of wire bent in such man-
ner as to provide converging portions 15, and
diverging lower end portions 16 to form shoul-
ders 17 which normally lie in juxtaposition
to each other,but are adapted tobeseparated
by the action of the striker-arm 10 so that
when the stem 13 and arm 6 are depressed by
the box-lid, the striker-arm 10 will pass by the
shoulders 17 and occupy a position above the
same. The jaws 14 are elastic,and when the
box-lid is raised the spring-arm 6 will fly up-
ward and lift the striker-arm 10, but as the
tension of this arm 10 increases it will sepa-
rate the shoulders 17 and, thus becoming re-
leased, the striker will sound the gong or bell.

In the practical use of my invention, I pre-
fer to make the top wall 8 of the casing con-
taining the alarm mechanism in imitation of
the top porticns or packages containing the
articles or goods which are placed within the
box; and I prefer to arrange this casing in
one corner of the box, so that the major por-
tion of the latter is rendered available for the
packages, articles, or goods which are to be
displayed or exhibited.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A box for counter use, having an open-
ing and closing lid, a gong, a spring-arm car-
rying a striker, and a spring-arm having elas-
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tic jaws to engage and disengage the striker-
arm, and a stem adapted to be moved in one
direction by closing the box-lid for engaging
the elastic jaws with thestriker-arm, substan-
tially as described.

2. The combination with a box, of analarm
mechanism composed of a gong or bell, a
spring-striker,and aspring-arm having a stem
and a pair of elastic jaws provided with di-

ro vergent end portions,and shouldersarranged

opposite each other, substantially as and for
the purposes described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

JAY HUNGERFORD SMITH.

Witnesses:
W H. Stour,
T. O. HAMLIN,




