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(54) Titlee METHODS AND DEVICES FOR FORMING AN AUXILIARY AIRWAY FOR TREATING OBSTRUCTIVE
SLEEP APNEA

(57) Abstract: An auxiliary airway for treating obstruc-
tive sleep apnea is formed by implanting an elongated
conduit (50) beneath a pharyngeal wall of a pharynx. The
elongated conduit has a proximal end (64) in communica-
tion with a first region of the pharynx, a distal end (62) in
communication with a second region of the pharynx, and
a section extending beneath the pharyngeal wall for by-
passing an oropharynx region of the pharynx. The system
includes a first opening (68) in the pharyngeal wall in
communication with a first opening in the elongated con-
duit, and a second opening (70) in the pharyngeal wall in
communication with a second opening in the elongated
conduit. The system has a first anastomotic connector
(500) for coupling the first opening in the pharyngeal wall
with the first opening in the conduit, and a second anasto-
motic connector for coupling the second opening in the
pharyngeal wall with the second opening in the conduit.
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1. claims: 1-7

A system for treating obstructive sleep apnea comprising: an
elongated conduit implanted beneath a pharyngeal wall of a
pharynx, wherein said conduit extend beneath the pharyngeal
wall for bypassing an oropharynx region of the pharynx; and
a method of treating obstructive sleep apnea.

2. claims: 8-17

An auxiliary airway for treating obstructive sleep apnea
comprising: an elongated conduit having a first opening in
communication with a first region of a pharynx and a second
opening in communication with a second region of the
pharynx.
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