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My invention relates generally to index devices 
Such as telephone and other directories, calen 
dars, listing devices, registers, recipe indexes 
radio station indexes, and the like, and more 
particularly to that type of index device which 
comprises a stack or pile of Superimposed cards 
or sheets which are alphabetically or otherwise 
suitably indexed and are so associated that they 
are adapted to be opened up or separated, as for 
example, in a manner similar to the pages of a 
book or a loose-leaf binder, to render available 
any desired card or sheet or section of the device. 
Generally the stack of cards is mounted in a 
base to which is hingedly connected a cover or 
carrier for covering the cards normally and for 
lifting the cards above the one to which it is de 
sired to refer so as to expose the latter. 
A principal object of my invention is to provide 

an index device of the character described in 
which a sheet or card may be selected and the 
cover or carrier mechanism may be simultaneous 
ly operated by a single action of the operator. 
Another object is to provide an indeX device 

of this kind in which the sheet Selecting mech 
anism and cover opening mechanism is under the 
control of the operator at all times. 
Another object is to provide a device of this 

kind in which no adjustment of the sheet Select 
ing mechanism is necessary. 
Another object is to provide a device of this 

kind in which the cover is free of marks and 
openings of any kind. 
Another object is to provide a device of this 

kind which is neat and attractive in appearance. 
Another object is to provide a device of this 

kind that is simple in construction, inexpensive 
to manufacture and positive and efficient in 
operation. 
Other objects and advantages Will be apparent 

from the description of the invention to follow 
taken in connection. With the accompanying 
drawings in Which 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of an index device 
embodying one form of my invention. 

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 with parts 
broken away for the sake of clearness. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional 
view of the device of Figure 1 showing the cover 
in open position. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on the plane 
of the line 4-A of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken 

on the plane of the line 5-5 of Figure 1. 
Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary Sectional 

view showing the cover latching mechanism. 
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Figure 7 is a top plan view of the front part 

of an index device embodying a modified form 
of my invention, the cover being removed and 
parts being shown in section. 

Figure 8 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 
View showing the sheet Selecting and cover open 
ing mechanism of the device of Figure 7. 

Figure 9 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 
view, taken on the plane of the line 9-9 of Figure 
8, showing the mechanism for lifting the sheets 
With the cover of the device of Figure 7. 

Figure 10 is a side view of an index device em 
bodying still another modified form of my in 
Vention. 

Figure 11 is a side view of the device of Figure 
10 with the cover in open position. 
Figure 12 is a Sectional view taken on the 

plane of the line 2-2 of Figure 10. 
Referring to Figures 1 to 6, inclusive, my in 

proved indeX comprises a substantially rectangu 
lar base C formed of plastic material or any 
other Suitable material and having a front wall 

With a cut-away portion, a rear wall 2 and 
Side walls 3 defining a compartment or well 4. 
The base may be provided with feet 6 for sup 
porting it on any suitable surface. 
A cover and card-carrier or card lifter of 

similar material to that of the base is hingedly 
Secured thereto by means of a hinge rod 8 
fastened to the base and extending through ears 
i9 formed on a transverse plate 2 fastened to 
the inner Surface of the cover at its inner end. 
The cover is urged to open position as shown in 
Figure 3 by a spring 2 coiled around the hinge 
rod 8, one end of which rests upon the base and 
the other end presses against the cover. The 
cover is of Substantially the same width as the 
base but is not quite So long, as will be seen 
from Figures 1 and 3. Fastened to the inner 
surface of the cover at each side thereof near 
its front is an inwardly extending combined 
latching and card pick-up dog 22 which coacts 
with a holding or locking device mounted in the 
well of the base for holding the cover normally 
closed, 
The holding device consists of a detent plate 

or table 23 extending across the width of the well 
and pivotally mounted on pins 24 Supported by 
the side Walls of the base and extending into the 
Well, and through ears 25 formed on the plate. 
At each side edge, the plate is formed with an 
upstanding cut-out latching finger member 26 
formed with a lateral lug 27 at its upper end, 
Said lug being provided with a camming surface 
28. A coiled Spring 29 having one end seated on 
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the base and its other end impinging against the 
under side of plate 23 biases the plate with its 
finger members into latching position at all 
times. An out-struck lug 30 formed on the plate 
at its rear edge and centrally thereof limits the 
downward movement of the plate at that point. 
The finger members are so positioned that when 
the cover is swung to closed position. Such as 
shown in Figures 4 and 6 the latching dogs Will 
slidably engage the camming edges thereof and 
slide along same and downwardly through Open 
ings 3 in the plate until the lugs 2 of the finger 
members 26 reach notches 32 formed in the edge 
of the dogs when said lugs will be Snapped into 
interlocking engagement with the dogs and hold 
the cover in closed position. 
A plurality of sheets or cards 33 are supported 

in stacked formation in the Well of the base With 
their inner ends loosely and hingedly fastened to 
split hinge rings 34 mounted on the hinge rod in 
the rear of the base, said rings passing through 
openings in the sheets. This connection permits 
the sheets easy free movement in a Substantially 
arcuate path with the pivotal moverinent of the 
cover toward open or closed position and further 
more permits ready insertion and removal of the 
sheets. 
The outer free ends of the sheets rest on plate 

or table 23 and extend beyond the front edge of 
the cover, being exposed to view when the cover is 
closed. These outer ends have tab portions or 
edge portions 35 bearing index characters, herein 
illustrated as the characters of the alphabet, and 
have right-angular cut-away portions or notches 
to the right of the tabs as indicated at 36 in Fig 
ure 2. The sheets with their tabs and cut-away 
portions are so arranged and grouped that two 
successive characters are located the one to the 
rear of the other in pairs forming two transverse 
roWs of characters with the result that the cut 
away portions of the sheets of a pair are of equal 
width but the cut-away portion of the upper sheet 
of the pair is longer than that of the lower sheet, 
and the cut-away portions of the successive pairs 
of sheets are progressively wider from the lower 
most pair to the top pair of sheets. For example, 
the individual sheets bearing the letters “U” and 
'W' respectively, forming a pair, have the same 
width tab and have cut-away portions of the same 
width. Similarly the individual sheets bearing 
the letters 'S' and 'T' respectively, forming a 
pair, have tabs of the same width and have cut 
away portions of the same width, but the Width of 
the tab of this latter pair 'S' and "T' is less than 
that of the tabs of the pair “U” and 'W', and the 
width of the cut-away portions of said pair "S' 
and 'T' is greater than that of the cut-away 
portions of the pair “U” and “V”. The tabs of the 
lower sheets of said pair are longer than the tabs 
of the upper sheets to permit a portion of each 
lower sheet to be exposed for receiving the index 
characters; and the indexed edges of the cards 
are substantially displaced from and parallel to 
the axis of tilting of the table 23. 
While the characters of the alphabet are shown 

arranged successively, it will be noted that the 
character 'Mc' is shown paired with 'M', the 
character “PQ' paired with 'R' and the charac 
ter “WX” paired with “YZ". It will be under 
stood, however, that any desired characters might 
be used in any desired combination or pairing. 
The sheets 33 are of a width slightly less than 

that of the well of the base, leaving a space 37 on 
each side of the stack of sheets. 
Now more specifically describing the sheet pick 
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4 
up dogs 22, each of them has an elongated body 
or shank portion 39 formed at its upper end With 
a lateral extension A and formed at its other end 
with a slanting nose portion 4 extending in the 
same direction as the extension 9. Nose 4 is 
provided with a slanting camming surface 42. 
The dog is pivotally mounted at its upper end on a 
pivot pin 43 mounted in a groove 44 in the under 
surface of the cover, and its laterai extension 40 
extends inwardly into the groove and is constantly 
engaged by the free end of a coiled spring 45 
which is housed in said groove and has its other 
end fastened to a transverse plate 46 secured to 
the under side of the cover by screws 47. The 
plate also covers the groove and protects and con 
ceals the Spring. The Springs 45 normally ac 
tuate the dogs to swing their nose portions toward 
the pile of sheets, and when the cover is in closed 
position as shown in Figure 5, the dogs extend 
inwardly through the Spaces 3 on the sides of the 
stacked sheets with their nose portions 4 under 
neath the lowermost sheet of the stack, as shown 
in Figure 5. 
In using iny inproved index, a SSunning the 

cover is closed, the finger of the user is placed on 
the exposed portion of the tab of the desired sheet, 
which exposed portion bears the letter desired, 
for instance, the letter “W'. Pressure of the fin 
ger on this "W' card will force said 'W' card and 
the cards stacked therebelow down Wardly, rock 
ing the plate 23 on its pivot pins whereby the 
latching fingers 26 are moved out of engagement 
with the notches in the latching dogs 22. There 
upon, the Spring 2 Will cone into action and 
move the cover upwardly, opening the same to the 
position shown in Figure 3. The cover on its up 
Ward travel carries the dogs 22 upwardly With it. 
The Selected sheet, 'W' and the sheets therebelow 
being held by the finger of the user against up 
ward movement, offer resistance to the upward 
movement of the dogs So that the dogs SWing on 
their pivot pins 43, the lowermost corners of the 
stack of sheets being engaged by the inner slaint 
ing edges of the nose portions A and defecting 
the pawls outwardly about pins 43 against the 
action of springs 45 so that the nose portions 
clear the side edges of the held stack of sheets 
and move upWardly along Said side edges until 
they clear the top held 'V' sheet, at which time 
the Springs urge Said nose portions in Wardly un 
derneath the next adjacent sheet above the 'V' 
sheet whereby said next adjacent sheet and all 
sheets thereabove are carried upwardly away 
from the held sheets to the position shown in 
Figure 3. The selected sheet, i.e., the 'V' sheet, 
is thus exposed for any desired purpose. m 
When the cover with its attached sheets is 

swung downwardly for closing, the lower cam 
ming edges 42 of the dogs will first strike the 
upper side edges of the held stack of sheets 
thereby deflecting the dogs outwardly to permit 
their lower ends to clear the held stack and move 
downwardly until the nose portions 4 clear the 
botton of the side edges of the stack, at which 
time the springs 45 will force the nose portions 
ends inwardly to the position shown in Figure 5. 
Upon the closing movement of the cover, the dogs 
22 Will also slidably engage the latching fingers 
26 of the detent piate 23 until the lugs 27 of said 
fingers move into the notches 32 and become in 
terlocked therewith for holding the cover closed. 

In the form of my invention shown in Figures 
7, 8 and 9, the base 53 is formed of plastic or other 
suitable material and has a front wall 5i, side 
Walls 52 and a rear Wali (not shown), forming a 
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Well or compartment 53. A suitable cover 54 is 
hingedly mounted at its rear end (not shown) to 
the base in a manner such as shown in Figures 1 
to 6, inclusive, and at its for Ward edge is formed 
With a hooked portion 55. 
A number of Superimposed sheets 56 are 

stacked directly on the floor of the base and are 
pivotally connected at their rear ends to the base 
for Swinging movement with the cover in any 
suitable manner, for example as shown in Figures 
1 to 6, inclusive. The other end of each sheet has 
an indicia-carrying tab 56 and a cut-away por 
tion 56 to expose the tabs of all underlying sheets. 
As shown, the tab of each sheet bears tWO Suc 
cessive alphabetical characters and the tabs are 
arranged in a single row transversely of the 
sheets. 
The mechanism for holding the cover in closed 

position and for selecting the desired sheet or por 
tion of the index comprises a vertically arranged 
detent plate 5 pivotally mounted inside and 
adjacent the front Wall of the base on pivot pins 
58 supported in the side walls of the base and ex 
tending through ears 59 formed on said plate. 
The plate extends a CrOSS the Width of the Well and 
is formed at its upper edge with a curved hooked 
portion 60 for coaction with the hooked portion 
55 of the cover as seen in Figure 8, to hold the 
COver closed. 

Slidably supported in the front Wall of the base 
at different horizontal levels and Opposite the 
sheets are a number of flat bars 6, there being 
one bar for each sheet at a level just above the 
surface of its respective sheet, When the sheetS 
are in stacked relation. Each bar may be Suitably 
indexed to correspond to the index of its respec 
tive sheet. Each bar extends through an opening 
in the front Wall and has a downwardly extend 
ing flange 62 at its outer end for convenience in 
actuating. The bar is provided with a reduced 
portion at its inner end forming a shoulder 63. 
The reduced end extends through an opening 64 
formed in the plate 57. A spiral spring 65 is 
housed in a recess formed in the inner surface 
of the front wall and has one end Secured to the 
inner Wall of said recess and its other end fast 
ened to a downwardly extending pin 66 carried by 
the bar and movable in a cut-away portion in the 
inner surface of the front wall. The spring urges 
the rod to outwardly extended position as shown 
in full lines in Figure 8. 
Carried by the cover at each side thereof is a 

card pick-up dog 6 formed with a lateral exten 
ision 68 at its top end and with a nose portion 69 
at its bottom end, said nose portion having upper 
and lower camming surfaces 70 and , respect 
ively. The upper end of the pawl is pivotally 
mounted on a pin 72 fastened to the side Wall of a 
compartment 3 formed on the inner surface of 
the cover. A coiled spring 74 positioned in the 
compartment has one end fastened to the floor 
thereof and its other free end bearing against 
the lateral extension 68, urging it upwardly and 
urging the lower nose portion 69 inwardly. The 
sheets as seen in Figure 9 are wider than the base 
and extend over its side edges so that when the 
cover is in closed position, the nose portion of 
the dog extends beneath the lowermost sheet of 
the pack. 

In operating the device shown in Figures 7, 8 
and 9, a flat bar 6, indexed the same as the sheet 
desired, for example, “KL', is pushed inwardly a 
sufficient distance so that the reduced inner por 
tion thereof projects over the surface of the de 
sired sheet “KL' and between it and the next 
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adjacent sheet thereabove or sheet “IJ'. Con 
tinued inward movement of the bar will bring its 
shoulder 63 into engagement with the edges of 
opening 64 in plate 57 whereby said plate will be 
moved inwardly out of engagement with the 
hooked portion 55 of the cover at which time the 
springs at the rear of the cover Will come into 
play to SWing the cover upWardly. On its upward 
travel, the dogs 67 will move upwardly with the 
COWer, the camming Surfaces it riding over the 
edges of the lowermost sheets thereby deflecting 
the dogs and permitting the nose portions to ride 
upwardly until they reach the space between the 
held sheet “KL' and the first separated or loose 
sheet above it, that is until they reach the space 
between the “KL' and “IJ' sheets, at which time 
the springs 4 will move the nose portions in 
Wardly under said sheet “IJ' and carry it and the 
sheets above it upwardly with the cover. 
When the pressure on the bar 6 is released the 

spring 65 pulls the bar outwardly to normal ex 
tended position and the plate 5 to normal verti 
cal position. 
When closing the cover, the camming surfaces 
of the dogs will engage the uppermost held 

card "KL', thereby deflecting the nose portions 
OutWardly permitting them to ride downwardly to 
normal position under the stack of sheets. The 
shapes of the hooked portions 55 and 60 of the 
cover and plate are such that they readily slide 
Over One another to inter-locking position. 
In the form of my invention shown in Figures 

10 to 12, inclusive, the base member 5 has side 
Walls 76 and a rear Wall forming a well 78, the 
front of the base being open. A cover 79 is 
hingedly mounted at its rear end to the base in 
any suitable manner, such as on hinge pins 80. 
A plate 8 is positioned in the well with its rear 

end hingedly Secured to the base as at 82. The 
plate is substantially the width of the well and 
the front end thereof protrudes outwardly of the 
front of the base. 

Positioned inside of the base adjacent each side 
Wall is a lever 83 extending substantially the 
length of the base, and rigidly connecting said 
levers at their forward ends is a transverse bar 
84 positioned underneath and in abutting en 
gagement with the lower surface of the plate 8. 
The free ends of the levers extend to a point be 
neath and adjacent the rear of the cover. The 
levers are pivotally secured near their forward 
ends to the side walls of the base by means of 
pivot pins 85, the transverse bar 84 and the levers 
83 being adapted to move as a unit. When the 
cover 79 is in its closed position as shown in Fig 
ure 10 the levers 83 will lie with their upper edges 
Substantially parallel. With the under side of the 
cover and the bar 84 will hold the plate 8 in the 
upwardly inclined position shown in Figure 10, 
When downward pressure is exerted on the for 
ward end of the plate 8, bar 84 will be forced 
downwardly, the levers 83 will rock in an anti 
clockwise direction about their pivot, and their 
rear ends will slidingly engage the underside of 
the cover moving the cover into its open position 
ShoWin in Figure 1. 
A plurality of Superimposed sheets 86 are sup 

ported on the plate 84 with their inner ends suit 
ably hinged to the rear of the base and with their 
Outer ends protruding outside of the front of the 
base. The free outer ends of the sheets which are 
exposed, when the cover is closed as shown in 
Figure 10, are provided with tabs suitably indexed 
With characters, such as the characters of the al 

The 



2,494,167. 
7 

sheets are wider than the plate 8 and extend 
over the side edges thereof as seen in Figure 12. 
On each side, adjacent its outer end, the cover 

carries a spring pressed dog 8 such as dog 67 of 
Figure 9. When the cover is closed the nose 
portions 88 of these pawls extend underneath the 
lowermost sheet of the stack and the side Walls 
are cut away as indicated at 89 to permit the 
pawls to be deflected outwardly in their move 
ment. 

In this form of the invention, the sheet is se 
lected by placing a finger on the tab of the sheet 
desired as in Figure 1, and pressing downwardly 
thereon. This downward pressure will Swing the 
pate 8 about the pivots 82 and thereby Will actu 
ate the levers 83 upwardly and open the cover in 
the manner previously described. The cover on 
its upward swing will carry the dogs is along with 
it and the nose portions of these dogs will be 
Snapped inwardly underneath the sheet next 
above the held sheet and will carry the sheets 
above said held sheet upwardly with the cover to 
open position so that the held sheet will be ex 
posed for any desired purpose. 
The cover and levers Will return to their nor 

mal closed positions by gravity when the pressure 
is removed from the held Stack of sheets. 
While I have shown three preferred embodi 

ments of my invention, it will be understood that 
the details of construction of the device may be 
modified and changed within the Spirit and scope 
of the invention. 
What claim is: 
1. The combination of a base, a plurality of re 

latively movable cards normalily arranged in a 
stack On said base and SWingable upwardly there 
from, each card having a portion thereof acces 
sible so that any card may be contacted at Said 
portion and held down. With all cards beneath it, 
a card lifter above and movable away from said 4 
stack and having means to releasably engage said 
cards, and means for causing elevation of said 
lifter while a card is contacted and held down so 
that said lifter carries. With it all cards not held 
down. 

2. The combination of a base, a plurality of re 
latively movable cards pivotally connected to said 
base to Swing upWardly therefroin, each card haW 
ing a portion thereof accessible such that each 
card may be contacted at said portion and held 
down with all cards beneath it, a cardiifter pivot 
ally connected to said base and overlying said 
cards and having raeans to releasably engage 
thiem, and means for causing elevation of said 
lifter while a card is contacted a?ad held down. So 
that said lifter carries with it all cards not held 
doWn. 

3. A list finder including a base, a plurality of 
relatively mawable. sheets, norinally ari'anged in a 
Stack on Said base and SWiigable upwardly there 
from, each sheet having a portion thereof accessi 
ble from the top of the stack Staci that each sheet 
may be pressed at said portion and held down 
with all sheets. beneath it, a sheet lifter overlying 
said sheets, and pivotally connected to Said base, 
means on the base whereby preSSLie on Said por 
tion of any of said sheets causes said sheet lifter 
to be elevated, and means on said iifter whereby 
Said lifter as it is elevated lifts the Sheets above 
the one pressed upon. 

4. The combination of a base, a plurality of re 
latively movable cards normally arranged in a 
stack on said base and swingable upwardly there 
from, each card having a portion thereof acceSS 
ible from the top of the stack Such that each card 
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may be contacted at said portion and held down 
with all cards beneath it, a card lifter above and 
movable away from said stack, and means on Said 
card lifter to yieldably slide over the edges of all 
cards beneath the uppermost of the held cards 
and engageable under the edge of the card next 
above said uppermost held card when Said lifter 
is moved away from Said stack so that said lifter 
carries with it all cards not held down. 

5. The combination as defined in claim 4, with 
the addition of means controlled by pressure on 
said portion of any of said cards for causing Such 
movement of said card lifter away from the stack. 

6. The combination as defined in claim 4, With 
the addition of devices each for selectively con 
tacting and holding down One card, and means 
controlled by actuation of any Said device for 
causing movement of said card lifter away from 
the stack. 

7. The combination as defined in claim 4, 
wherein said means includes dogs pivotally 
mounted on said card lifter and Spring means 
normally actuating said dogs into position to en 
gage the edges of said cards. 

8. A device of the kind described including a 
base, a plurality of Superimposed sheetS swing 
ably connected with the base, a cover hingedly 
connected with the base, and means in common 
including a plate pivotally connected with the 
base, and controlled by a single manual movement 
in one direction for selecting a sheet and for con 
trolling movement of said cover away from said 
base, and means on said cover for connecting the 
sheet or sheets above the Selected sheet to and 
Swinging them. With Said cover. 

9. A device of the kind described, including a 
base, a plurality of superimposed sheets SWingably 
connected with the base, a cover hingedly con 
nected with the base and means in connor actu 
ated by a single movement for Selecting a Sheet 
and for swinging the remaining sheet or sheets 
with the cover including a plate pivotally con 
nected with the base and pivotally mounted dogs 
carried by the cover to engage said remaining 
Sheets. 

10. A device of the kind described including a 
base, a plurality of superimposed sheets swing 
ably connected with the base, a cover hingedly 
connected with the base, a plate pivotally con 
nected with the base and adapted to initiate open 
ing movement of the cover, and spring pressed 
dogs pivotally mounted on the side edges of the 
cover and adapted to engage the side edges of a 
sheet or sheets during the opening movement of 
the cover and move the same with the cover. 

11. A device of the kind described including a 
base, a plurality of superimposed sheets Swing 
ably connected with the base, a cover hingedly 
connected with the base and spring biased away 
therefrom, means in common actuation of which 
is initiated by a single manual movement for se 
lecting a sheet and for connecting the remaining 
sheet or sheets to the cover to swing therewith, 
Said means including a plate pivotally connected 
with the base and latching devices on the plate 
and cover under the control of said plate for re 
leasably holding the cover closed. 

12. A device of the kind described including a 
base, having a Well therein, a plate in said well 
pivotally connected with the base, a plurality of 

- Superimposed Sileets pivotally connected at their 
rear ends to said base and Supported at their front 
ends on said plate, outwardly extending fingers 
on the plate, a cover hingedly connected to the 

75 base, said cover being spring biased away from 
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said base and having latching devices adapted 
to coact with said fingers for releasably holding 
the cover closed, means whereby a sheet may be 
selected and held stationary, and means actuated 
by the movement of said plate for moving the 
sheet or sheets above said Selected sheet with the 
cover to open position. 

13. A device of the kind described including a 
base, a plate pivotally connected with the base, 
a plurality of superimposed sheets pivotally con 
nected at their rear ends to said base and Sup 
ported at their front ends on said plate, outwardly 
extending fingers on the plate, a cover hingedly 
connected to the base, said cover being spring 
biased away from said base and having laching 
devices adapted to coact with said fingers for re 
leasably holding the cover closed, and spring 
pressed dogs pivotally carried by the cover and 
adapted to engage and move a sheet or sheets upon 
the opening movement of the cover. 

14. A device including a base, a plurality of 
Superimposed sheets SWingably mounted on the 
base, a cover hingedly connected with the base 
and means for Selecting a sheet and for Swinging 
the remaining sheet or sheets with the cover to 
open position including a plate pivotally connected 
With the base having a hooked portion adapted to 
releasably engage the cover, a plurality of bars 
each slidable Over the surface of one sheet for 
holding the same against movement and adapted 
to engage the plate and move same out of engage 
ment with the cover, and pivotal dogs carried by 
the cover for engaging a sheet or sheets above 
the sheet held by the bar and to move the same 
to open position with the cover. 

15. A device of the kind described, including a 
base, a plurality of Superimposed sheets swing 
ably mounted on the base, a cover hingedly con 
nected with the base and having a hooked portion, 
a plate pivotally connected with the base at one 
edge and having a hooked portion at its other 
edge adapted to releasably engage the cover for 
holding the same closed, said plate having a num 
ber of openings, a number of bars each slidably 
Supported by the base and movable through one 
of the openings in said plate into overlying rela 
tion to the surface of one of said sheets for hold 
ing the latter and all sheets beneath it against 
movement, shoulders on said bars adapted to en 
gage the plate and move same out of engagement 
With the cover, and pivotal dogs carried by the 
cover and adapted to engage a sheet or sheets 
during opening movement of the cover upon dis 
engagement of the plate with the cover for carry 
ing said engaged sheet or sheets to open position. 

16. A device of the kind described, including a 
base, a plurality of superimposed sheets swing 
ably mounted on the base, a cover hingedly con 
nected with the base and having a hooked portion, 
a plate pivotally connected with the base at one 
edge and having a hooked portion at its other 
edge adapted to releasably engage the hooked por 
tion of the cover for holding the same closed, said 
plate having a number of openings, a number of 
bars slidably supported by the base and movable 
through the openings in Said plate into engage 
ment with the surfaces of the sheets for holding 
said sheets against movement, shoulders on said 
bars adapted to engage Said plate and move same 
Out of engagement with the cover, pivotal dogs 
carried by the cover and adapted to engage a 
sheet or sheets for carrying same to open position, 
and Spring means for returning said bars and 
plate to normal position. 

5 

O 

3C) 

40 

60 

65 

0 

75 

10 
17. A device of the kind described including a 

base, a plurality of sheets swingably mounted on 
the base and extending outside of the base, a cover 
hingedly connected with the base and means for 
Selecting a sheet and for Swinging the remaining 
sheet or sheets with the cover to open position 
including a plate pivotally connected to the base 
and positioned beneath said sheets and extending 
outside of the base, at least one lever pivotally 
connected to the base, means for connecting one 
end of said lever to said plate to Swing said lever 
in one direction as said plate is pivotally moved, 
the other end of said lever being in sliding en 
gagement With the cover for moving the same, and 
devices carried by the cover for engaging a sheet 
Or sheets during opening movement of the cover. 

18. A device of the kind described including a 
base having front and side Walls, a plate pivotally 
connected at its rear to said base and extending 
outside of the front wall, a plurality of super 
imposed sheets having their rear ends pivotally 
connected to the base and their front ends sup 
ported on said plate and extending outside of the 
front Wall, a cover hingedly mounted on said base 
at its rear end, a lever pivotally mounted between 
its ends on the inside of each side wall and hav 
ing a portion underlying said plate so that said 
lever Will be SWung in one direction as said plate 
is pivotally moved in one direction, the free ends 
Of said levers being in slidable engagement with 
the inner surface of the cover for moving said 
Cover, and Spring pressed pawls pivotally mounted 
On the cover adapted to engage a, sheet or sheets 
for carrying Same to open position with the cover. 

9. A device of the kind described including a 
base, a plurality of Superimposed sheets SWingably 
connected with the base, a cover hingedly con 
nected with the base, and dogs mounted at the 
Side edges of the cover and normally spring 
pressed against the side edges of said sheets and 
adapted to enter beneath the side edges of a 
sheet during the opening movement of the cover 
and move Said sheet and all sheets thereabove 
With the cover. 

20. A list finder comprising, in combination, a 
card Supporting table, a plurality of indexed cards 
Supported on said table, means pivotally support 
ing said table for tilting on an axis parallel with 
and displaced from the indexed edge of the cards, 
card lifting means overlying said cards and carry 
ing means to releasably engage the cards, means 
coacting between the table and lifter to elevate 
the lifter when said table is tilted by pressure on 
the index of a wanted card, said lifter carrying 
With it all cards not held down by pressure on 
the index of the wanted card. 
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