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The invention relates to a method for operating a
magnetron sputter cathode, in particular a tube cathode or
several tube cathodes forming an array. In such cathodes a
target passes through a magnetic field, whereby induction
currents flow in the target which distort the magnetic field.
This results in the nonuniform coating of a substrate. By
having the relative movement between magnetic field and
target alternately reverse its direction, the effect of the
magnetic field distortion can be compensated. This yields

greater uniformity of the coating on a substrate to be coated.
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