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57) ABSTRACT 

A device adapted for attachment to one of the male 
prongs of an electrical plug to prevent insertion of the 
plug into an electrical receptacle. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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ELECTRICAL SAFETY BLOCK 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to male electrical plugs and 

more particularly to means to be attached to one of the 
prongs of such plugs to prevent insertion of the plug 
into an electrical receptacle. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Devices have been heretofore provided for attach 

ment to the prong of an electrical male plug for pre 
venting unauthorized use of electrical appliances, tools 
and the like. These devices have usually been in the 
form of means adapted to be clamped over both male 
prongs of the plug and locked into place by a padlock 
or the like as shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,345,600 issued 
to L. F. Scherer on Oct. 3, 1967. 
While such locks are adequate to prevent unautho 

rized use of the appliance or tool, they are unduly com 
plicated and thus unnecessarily expensive to manufac 
ture. Also each lock requires a separate key which must 
be retained and located each time the appliance or tool 
is to be used. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a relatively simple 
lock for the prong of a male plug. The lock is designed 
to prevent small children from inserting the plug into 
a receptacle and thus being injured by the electrical 
tool or appliance. The lock comprises a block member 
fashioned to fit over one of the male prongs and a but 
tonhead Allen screw or similar means for insertion 
through the aperture which is conventionally provided 
at the end of the male prongs and into a threaded aper 
ture in the block member. The Allen screw provides 
the means for securely clamping the block member to 
one of the male prongs. 
As long as the block member is attached to the male 

prong it will prevent insertion of the male plug into an 
electrical receptacle. Removal of the block member 
can be accomplished by an Allen wrench so that no key 
is necessary. Loosening of the screw will not ordinarily 
be accomplished by small cildren. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The description herein refers to the accompanying 

drawings wherein like reference characters refer to like 
parts throughout the several views, and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the safety 

block of the present invention in place; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view similar to FIG. 

1 but illustrating the safety block removed from the 
prong of the male electrical plug; and 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially on 
line 3-3 of FIG. l. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
A male electrical plug 10 is illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 
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2 
2 as including a pair of prongs 12, each having an aper 
ture 14 near its free end. This is conventional construc 
tion for such plugs. 
A substantially rectangular block 16 is formed with 

a rectangular recess 18 along one side as best seen in 
FIGS. 2 and 3. The recess 18 is formed to accommo 
date either of the prongs 12 in the manner illustrated 
in FIGS. 1 and 3. A threaded aperture 20 formed in the 
block 16 is positioned to align with the aperture 14, as 
shown in FIG.3, and receives a screw 22 which extends 
through the aperture 14 and which can be tightened 
into the aperture 20 formed in the block 16. In this way 
the block 16 can be securely clamped to either of the 
prongs 12 to prevent insertion of the prongs 12 into a 
conventional electrical receptacle (not shown). 
The male plug 10 is adapted to be attached to an 

electrical appliance or tool (not shown) and the appli 
ance or tool cannot be operated as long as the safety 
block 16 is in place. 
The screw 22 is preferably a buttonhead Allen screw 

or the like so that it cannot be loosened by an ordinary 
screwdriver. This will discourage removal and will even 
prevent removal by small children, while at the same 
time will not present an undue burden on one having 
a use for the appliance or tool. It will not be necessary 
to find the right key for removing the safety block each 
time the tool or appliance is to be used. 

It is apparent that I have described a simple and eco 
nomical device for attachment to the prongs of a male 
plug to thereby prevent unauthorized use of an electri 
cal appliance or tool. The device does not require a key 
for removal so that the problems encountered with the 
key-type locks are avoided. 

It is also apparent that although I have described but 
a single embodiment of my invention many changes 
and modifications can be made therein without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention or the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In combination with a male electrical plug for an 

electrical tool or the like said male plug having a pair 
of prongs, each of said prongs having an aperture, a 
lock for preventing insertion of said prongs into a fe 
male plug, said lock comprising a block and means se 
curing said block to one of said prongs, said means 
comprising a screw extending through the aperture of 
said prong and into said block. 

2. The combination as defined in claim 1 and in 
which said block member is rectangular and includes a 
recess for receiving one of said prongs. 

3. The combination as defined in claim 1 and in 
which said screw means comprises a buttonhead Allen 
SCreW. 
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