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This invention relates to a clip for loading a plurality
of cartridges simultaneously, and more particularly to a
clip of this type allowing high-speed manual loading of
revolvers having a rotating cylinder.

Many security officers today use a hand weapon in
the form of a revolver. This weapon is characterized
by the employment of a rotatable cylinder, normally
carrying six cartridges, with the cylinder being pivotably
mounted for movement from a first position in align-
ment with the barrel to a second or open position pivoted
away from the barrel for allowing cartridge loading.
Cartridge loading is conventionally achieved by manually
inserting cartridges one at a time in the respective bores
formed within the cylinder. Thus, hand loading is not
only tedious, but takes an exorbitant amount of time
when compared to the time of firing the six cartridges
within the cylinder.

It is therefore a primary object of this invention to
provide a cartridge clip or loader for rapid loading re-
volvers of this type in which the time necessary for lead-
ing the revolver is greatly reduced over that required
for hand loading operations. It is a further object of
this invention to provide a cartridge clip for rapid load-
ing of revolvers which is positive in action, and in which
the cartridges cannot inadvertently be discharged from
the clip through careless handling.

It is a further object of this invention to provide an
improved cartridge clip for rapid loading of revolvers
in which the cartridges are held in positive alignment
within the clip to insure ease in transfer from the clip
to the cylinder of the revolver. Further objects of this
invention will be pointed out in the following detailed
description and claims and illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, which disclose, by way of example, the
principle of this invention and the best mode which
has been contemplated for applying that principle.

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a preferred em-
bodiment of this invention.

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the device shown
in FIGURE 1, showing the method of insertion of a
cartridge.

FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view partially in sec-
tion of the clip positioned adjacent the cylinder of the
revolver with the cartridge partially inserted therein.

FIGURE 4 is a side elevational view similar to the
view of FIGURE 3 showing the cartridge clip positioned
adjacent the cylinder.

FIGURE 5 is a similar view at the moment of release
of the latching means.

FIGURE 6 is a similar view at the moment in which
the clip is fully removed from the cartridges after de-
latching.

In general, the device of the presemt invention com-
prises a manually operated cartridge clip for rapid load-
ing of revolvers of the type including a cylinder mounted
on the revolver for pivoting away from a position in
alignment with the barrel to a second position for load-
ing purposes. The clip includes a disc like base mem-
ber having one face cui away to form a series of irregu-
lar steps. The steps include longitudinal grooves formed
therein at right angles to the edges of the steps. The
sides of the grooves are undercut to form cartridge re-
taining lips and a manually operated retaining laich is
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operably positioned on the clip for selectively prevent-
ing transverse removal of the cartridges positioned with-
in the grooves.

Referring to FIGURES 1, 2, and 3 of the drawings,
there is shown a cartridge clip having its component
parts formed of high grade steel or other gun metal
which may be blued in much the same manner as the
revolver itself. The cartridge clip includes a main sec-
tion or a disc like base member 19 which is adapted to
receive in this form six cartridges 12. The clip includes
a fixed finger member 14 formed integrally therewith and
extending radially therefrom adjacent upper face Z2.
The clip further includes a pivotable finger member 69
including a latching element 18 extending transversely
of the lower face 19 within a lateral groove 21. The
movable finger member is pivoted about pivot pin 34
under bias of compression spring 36. The compression
spring is positioned within transverse slot 21 by seating
the same ‘within grooves 38 and 48 formed respectively
within the movable finger member 16 and the base mem-
ber 18. Latching element 18 terminates in latch detent
20 which extends upwardly alongside of the base mem-
ber. The disc like base member 18 has its upper face 22
cut away to form a series of steps indicated at Z4 and
26. Face 22 and step 24 terminate abruptly to form
edges 27 and 29. A series of longitudinally extending
grooves are formed within the face 22, and the steps 24
and 26, the grooves being indicated at 28. The grooves
extend away from the edges of the step and the sides
and the end of the grooves are undercut at 39 to form
cartridge retaining lips 32 with the cartridges so retained,
extending at right angles to the face of the clip. Con-
ventional cartridges as at 12 include recesses 42 formed
at the bottom of the cartridge and adjacent a radially
enlarged rim 44. The rim 44 is received within the un-
dercut portion 38 of groove 28 and is held by the lip 32.
Latch 26 extends upwardly so a portion thereof is in
front of the lowermost step 26 and acts to prevent side-
wise movement of the cartridges from their respective
positions within the grooves except as selectively desired
by depression of the movable finger member 1§.

In operation, cartridges 12 are loaded onto the clip
by exerting pressure between the fixed finger member
14 and movable finger member 16. Reference to FIG-
URES 4, 5 and 6 disclose the method of releasing car-
tridges once they are inserted within respective bores
52 of cylinder 50 associated with a revolver (not shown).
The method of loading the cartridges is the reverse of
the technique shown in FIGURES 4, 5 and 6. By exert-
ing pressure as indicated by multiple arrows 54 on FiG-
URE 4, the movable finger member 16 pivots the latch-
ing element 18 counter clockwise about pivot pin 34,
thus moving latch detent 28 away from a position in
front of step 26. Six cartridges are then inserted within
the respective grooves with the outermost cartridges act-
ing to prevent lateral or sidewise movement of the other
cartridges within their respective grooves. It is readily
apparent, therefore, that the frontal latch detent 28 acts
only to prevent inadvertent removal of the cartridges
from the clip. Once latch 2@ pivots away from a posi-
tion where the end of this latch is below the plane de-
fined by step 26, all the cartridges may be removed.
Reference to FIGURES 5 and 6 show the method of
removing or sliding the clip sidewise as indicated by ar-
rows 56 upon release of the retaining latch and after
the cartridges have been partially inserted within cylin-
der 50. After removal of the clip, the cariridges are
fully seated in the cylinder by movement in a direction
indicated by arrow 69.

While the device shown is provided with grooves allow-
ing circumferential positioning of six cartridges within



5,208,130

Q

)

the clip, the number of cartridges may vary, depending
upon revolver cylinder configurations. The six cartridge
arrangement is, of course, the one most conventional.
While the materials have been described as comprising
high grade steel, other materials may be used without
departing from the scope of the invention as long as the
materials have sufficient rigidity.

‘While there has been shown and described and pointed
out the fundamental novel features of the invention as
applied to a preferred embodiment, it will be understood
that various omissions and substitutions and changes in
the form and detail of the device illustrated and in its
operation may be made by those skilled in the art without
departing from the spirit of the invention. It is the in-
tention, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by the
scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A cartridge clip for rapid loading of revolvers of the
type including a cylinder mounted on said revolver for
pivoting away from a first position with one bore in align-
ment with the barrel to a second position allowing loading,
said clip comprising: a disc like base member having op-
posed faces with one face cut away to form a series of
irregular steps, said steps including grooves formed
therein at right angles to the edges of said steps, the sides
of said grooves being undercut to form cartridge retain-
ing lips and releasable latch means operably positioned
on said clip for selectively preventing transverse removal
of cartridges positioned within said grooves.

2. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein said grooves
are rounded at their inner ends and said grooves are
undercut fully at both the rear and sides to insure proper
positioning of said cartridges within said grooves.

3. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein said
releasable latch means comprises a movable finger mem-
ber pivotably mounted on said base member, said finger
member further including a latching element extending
transversely of the opposite face, parallel with said
grooves and having a latch detent extending upwardly,
adjacent the side of said base member and in front of
said lowermost step, and means for biasing said latch
detent member in latching position but allowing move-
ment of said latch detent to a position spaced from said
lower step by manual depression of said movable finger
member against said biasing means.

4, A cartridge clip for rapid loading of revolvers of the
type including a cylinder mounted on said revolver for
pivoting away from a position with one bore in align-
ment with the barrel to a second position allowing car-
tridge loading of the cylinder, comprising: a disc like
base member including opposed faces and a fixed finger
member extending radially therefrom, said base member
having one face cut away to form a series of irregular
steps, said steps having cartridge receiving grooves formed
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therein at right angles to the edges of said steps, the sides
and inner end of said grooves being undercut to form
cartridge retaining lips thereby allowing cartridges to be
normally slid sidewise into engagement with said clip,
said clip further including a movable finger member
pivotally mounted thereon on the opposite face of said
disc and in alignment with said fixed finger member, said
movable finger member including a latching element ex-
tending across said opposite face, in detenting relation to
cartridges held in said grooves, a biasing spring positioned
between said finger members and acting to normally bias
said latching element in detent position, whereby manual
pivoting of said movable finger member towards said fixed
finger member against said spring bias acts to release
said latching element from detent position.

5. A cartridge clip for rapid loading of revolvers of the
type including a cylinder mounted on said revolver for
pivoting away from a position with one bore in alignment
with the barrel to a second position allowing cartridge
loading of the cylinder, said clip comprising: a disc-like
base member including opposed faces, a fixed finger mem-
ber extending radially away from said disc-like base mem-
ber having an outer surface coplanar with one of said
faces, said one face of said base member being cut away
to form a series of irregular steps in depending fashion
away from said radially extending, fixed finger member,
said steps having cartridge receiving grooves formed
therein at right angles to the edges of said steps, the sides
and inner ends of said grooves being undercut to form
cartridge retaining lips thereby allowing cartridges to be
normally slid sideways into engagement with said clip, a
groove formed within the opposite face with the longitu-
dinal axis of said groove and said fixed finger member
being coaligned, a movable finger member having a con-
tact surface including a longitudinally extending latching
clement and a latch detent extending at right angles
thereto at the end of said latching element opposite the
movable finger member contact surface, means for pivot-
ably mounting said latching element within said groove
with said latching detent lying adjacent the end of the
lowest step and a biasing spring poistioned between said
finger members and acting to normally bias said latching
detent in cartridge retaining position, whereby manual
pivoting of said movable finger member toward said fixed
finger member against said spring bias acts to remove said
latching detent from cartridge retaining position.
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