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searchable claims,
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covers only those claims for which fees were pald speclﬁcally claims Nos

| a. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intcmationa.l search report is-
resiricted to the invention first mentioned in the ¢laims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 18-32 and 41-43(in full) and
1-15, 46 and 47(in part)
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Contimuation of Box No: III -

This International Application does not comply with the requirerhents of unity of invention because it does not relate
to one invention ortoa group'of-inventions 50 linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

‘In assessing Whether there is more than one mventlon claimed, T have given con:nderatlon to those features whlch can
be considered to potentiafly distinguish the claimed .combination of features from the prior art. Where different claims
have different distinguishing features they define different inventions. .

This International Searching Authority has found that there are 3 different inventions as follows:

» . Invention | (Claims 1-32-and 41-43(in full} and Claims 46 and 47(in part)). It is considered that a combination
product comprising (a) an oocyte collection medium comprising a first phosphodiesterase inhibitor and an
agent that increase intracellular cAMP concentration ini the cocyte, and (b) an cocyte maturation medium
comprising a second phosPhodlesterase inhibitor, and uses of said product in the production of embryos and
the maturation of oocytes, comprises a first dlstmgulshing feature..

. Inventmn 2 (Claims 33-40 and 44(1n full) and Claims 46 and 47(in part)}. It is considered that an oocyte
maturation medium per se, comprising (a) a phosphodlesterase inhibitor, and (b) a ligand for fnducing
. maturation of the oocyte, wherein the concentration of the ligand in the cocyte maturation mechum OVercomes
cAMP-induced meiotic arrest of the bocyte, comprises a second distinguishing feature.

"¢ Invention } (C]alm 45(m full) and Claims 46 and 47(in part)), It is considered that a method of inducing

maturation of an oocyte which is in a state of meiotic arrest, the method comprising contacting the cocyte with ‘

ali gand at a concentration sufficient to overcome the meiotic amest, comprises a third d:stmgulshmg feature.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship
among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule
13.2, second sentence, defines a speeial teehnieal feature as a feature which makes a contribution aver the prior art. ©

Invention 1 and Invention 3 have different distinguishing features and they do not share any feature which could satisfy
" the requirement for being a special technical feature. Because there is no common special technical feature it follows
that there is no technical relationship between Invention 1 and [nventlon 3. Therefore Invenfion 1 and Invention 3 do
‘hot sansfy the requirement of unity of invention a priori,

The only feature common to Invention 1 nnd Inventlon Zisan ooeyte maturation medium comprising a -
phosphodiesterase inhibitor. However this concept is not fiovel in the light of (at least):

| Saskova A. ctal., Cell Cycle, Augusi 2008, Vol. 7, No. 15, pg 2368 2376 (See Abstract) ‘
Ozawa M. et al., Molecular Reproduction and Development May 2008, Vol. 75, No. 5, pg 857-866 (See Abstract)
US 2004/0167095 Al (WESTBROOK et al.) 26 August 2004 (See Abstract).

This means that the common feature can not constitute a specml technical feature within the meanmg of PCT Rule
13.2, second sentence, since it makes no contribution over the prior art.

Because the common feature does not satisfy the requirement for bemg a special technical feature it follows that it
cannot provide the necessary technical relationship between Invention 1 and Invention 2. Therefore the claims do not
satlsﬁ; the requirement of umty of inventicn a posteriori.

(Continued in Supplemental Box 2)
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The only feature common to Invention 2 and Invention 3 is the maturation of an oocyte using a ligand that overcomes
meiotic arrest. However this conccpt is not novel in the light of (at least): . . L

Downs S.M.and Chen ], Motecular Reproduction and Deve!opment, Janua.ry 2008, Vol. 75, No. 1 pg 105-114 (See
| Abstract).

Coticchio.G. et al., Human Reproduction, December 2004, Vol. 19, No 12, pg 2913-2918 {See Abstract).

Romo X. et al,, Journal of Ce}lu_larPhysmlogy, March 2_008 Yol 214, No, 3, pg 673-680 (See Abstract).

‘This means that the common feature can not constitute a special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule
13.2, second sentence, since it makes no contribution over the prior art. '

_Beéauéé the common féature does not satisfy the requirement for being a special technical feature it follows that it
cannot provide the necessary technical relationship between Invention 2 and Invention 3. Therefore the claims do not
satisfy the requirement of unity of invention a posteriori.

Furihermore, as a result of this lack of unity and the exclusion of certain subject matter (See Supplemental Box 3), this
International Searching Authority restricted the search to-Invention 1(Claims 18-32 and 41-43(in full) and Claims 1-

15, 46 and 47(in part}) relating to a combination product comprising (a) an cocyte collection medium comprising a

first phosphodiesterase inhibitor and an agent that increase intracellular cAMP concentration in the cocyte, and (b) an
occyte maturation medium comprising a second phosphodiesterase inhibitor, and uses of said product in the

praduction of embryus and the maturation of oocytes, with the proviso that any embryos produced are non human

embryos.
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'} This I.nteménona! Searching Authoniy did not search Claims 16 and 17(in full) and Claims 1-15(in part) to thé extent
that these claims define biological processes for the production of human beings, as these claims define subject matter
that may be exc]uded under Article 17(2)(a)(i} of the PCT.

Claims 1- 18(1n ful]) define ‘essentially biological processes for the productlon of.. ammals as deﬁned in Rule 39. l(u)

.of the PCT and may be excluded under Article 17(2)a)(i) of the PCT. However, Annex B of an agreement between

the Government of Ausiralia and the [nternational Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization in relation

to the functioning of the Australian Patent Office as an International Searching Authority and Intematlonal Preliminary

| Examining Authority under the PCT, allows ‘excluded subject matter’ to be restricted to subject matter that would not
‘be searched or examined under Austmllan natloual grant procedures.

See http:/fwrww . wipo. mt/exporu‘s1tes/wwwfpctlenftexts/agreementslag_au pdf

Australian national grant procedures allow claims defining bmloglcal pmcesses for ﬂne productlon of non human
animals but do not allow claims defining biological processes for the production of humans. As such, this
International Searching Authority only searched Claims 1-15(in part) to the extent that they claim esse‘ntihlly )
biological processes for the production of non human animals as such subject matter is allowable under Australidn
national law,
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