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1. 

This invention. relates to an improved side 
guard for beds. 

Side guards or bed guards of the general chair 
acter of this invention have heretofore been de 
vised and patented for the purpose of preventing 
children and invalids from falling. Out of bed 
while:sleeping. These. bed guards are attached 
to one of thesides, or, to both sides, of an adult 
bed and they are generally removable. When their 
presence is no longer needed. These bed, guards 
are:most frequently used for the purpose of tem 
porarily converting an adult bed into a youthbed, 
the object being to provide. a transition phase 
between cribs and adult beds. The bed guards 
may be removed from the adult bed when the 
child is old enough to sleep in an unguarded adult 
bed. - ,,.????????????????????????????????????????????? 

The bed guards of the prior art may be divided 
into two categories: the first category includes 
universal type bed guards which are intended for 
mounting on beds of every possible conventional 
construction; the second category includes bed 
guards which are intended for. certain types of 
bed construction only. Speaking generally, there 
are - three different types of bed construction 
which are normally encountered: the first is pro 
vided with bed rails made of wood, the second is 
provided with angle-iron bed rails wherein said 
bed rails are L-shaped in cross section, and the 
third is provided with inverted angle-iron bed. 
rails. Still another type of bed is known as a “Hollywood” bed or divan. This type of "bedis 
provided with a box spring having a framework 
which is generally made of wood. The universal 
bed guards of the prior art are intended for 
the divan. The other group-döf bed" güali*ds of the . 
mounting on all three types of bed as well as on 
prior art is intended for use either on a bed with 
bed rails made of wood, or on a bed having angle 
iron bed rails, but not on beds of both types, and 40 
The universal bed guards of the prior art have 

been unsatisfactory in many respects: In the first 

certainly not on the so-called "Hollywood' beds. 

place, their construction is much too costly; in 
the second place, their performance leaves much 45 
to be desired; and in the third place, they are not 
as universal as they are intended to be, since they 
require adaptors for mounting on the different 
types of bed rails. 

It is accordingly the principal object of this 
invention to provide a bed guard of the character 
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described which is simple in construction; and 
readily adapted for mounting on all of the types 
of bed above mentioned, including the "Holly-' 
wood', type of bed. The constructional features : 
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of the present bed guard are simple, foolproof, 
and readily adapted for mass production on a low 
cost basis. Briefly, a bed guard made in accord 
ance with the present invention comprises a pair 
of vertical posts, a pair of horizontal rails stip 
ported by said posts, and a pair of brackets which 
are fastened to said posts and which attach said 
posts to the bed rail of the bed. These brackets 
constitute the heart of the invention. Although 
the principal form of the invention includes a 
pair of posts, a pair of horizontal rails, and a 
pair of brackets, it will readily be understood that 
a 'suitable bed guard may be made in accordance 
with the present invention with a greater or 
lesser number of horizontal rails, and even verti 
cal poštš. * * * - 
Another important object of the present inven 

tion is the provision of a bed guard of the char. 
acter-described which is adapted for shipping and 
selling ona “knock-down” basis. This bed guard 
may very readily be set up and equally as readily 
mióunted on the side rail of a bed by totally 
inexperienced people such as housewives and the 
like: Special tools and equipment are not needed 

- the purpose of assembling or for the 
of installing. 

A preferred form of this invention is shown 
in the accompanying drawing in which: 

Fig.1 is a perspective view of an adult bed hay 
ing siderà ade of wood and showing a bed 
guard made in accordance with the preferred 
form of this invention mounted on one of said 
side rails. ? ? . W ,? 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of the two 
brackets by which the vertical posts of the bed 
guard are fastened to the side rail of the bed. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view, enlarged and frag 
lentary, showing one of the vertical posts of the 

guard mounted on the wooden side rail of 
s: y means of the bracket shown in Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a view looking in the direction of 

arrows 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is another sectional view showing how 

one of the posts of the bed guard is fastened by 
means of said bracket to the framework of a “Hollywood' type of bed. 

Fig. 6 is still another sectional view showing. 
how one of the vertical posts of the bed guard is 
fastened by means of said bracket to an inverted angle-iron type of side rail. 

Fig. 7 is an additional sectional view showing 
one of the vertical-posts of the bed guard mount 
ed-on an angle-iron type of side rail which, in 
section, is shaped like an L. 
The bed to which is shown in the drawing is 
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provided with a pair of side rails which are 
made of wood. A bed guard 2 made in accord 
ance With this invention is ShoWn mounted on 
one of said side rails f. 
Bed guard 2 comprises the following elements 

which are clearly shown in FigS. 1, 2, and 3: a 
pair of uprights or posts 5 and 6 respectively, 
a pair of horizontal bars or rails it and 8 re 
spectively, a pair of brackets 20 and a pair of 
bolts 2 by which said brackets are fastened to : 
said uprights and by which Said brackets and 
uprights are fastened to the side rail of the bed. 
The uprights and the horizontal bars or rails of 
bed guard 2 may be made of wood or any other 
suitable material. In the preferred form of this 
invention they are made of wood, as the draw 
ing clearly shows. Bracket 20, on the other 
hand, should be made of more substantial ma 
terial such as steel. In practice, bracket 20 
comprises a metal stamping which is cut and 
bent from Said steel. 
Each of the two uprights 5 and 6 is provided 

with a horizontai notch or groove 25 and with a 
horizontal, transverse hole 26. The hole is, of 
course, adapted to accommodate bolt 2. This is 
a carriage type of bolt, having a dome-shaped 
head 27 and a square neck under the head. A 
wing nut 28 is provided on said bolt, as is a 
Washer 29, 
The specific means by which the cross bars í 

and 8 are fastened to uprights 5 and 6 is not 
important to the present invention. They may 
be fastened to each other by means of ScreWS or 
bolts or by any other conventional means. 
Dowels and furniture glue may, if desired, be uti 
lized for this purpose. In practice, however, 
what is done is to ship the uprights and the croSS 
bars to the ultimate consumer in "knock-down' 
or unassembled condition. Appropriate holes 
are provided in these several members as are 
wood screws, so that all the customer need do is 
to put the screws in the proper holes and tighten 
them with a screw driver. 
Bracket 20 comprises a main body portion 30 

having a vertically or longitudinally extending 
slot 3 formed therein. Ribs 32 are provided for 
rigidity and strength. Hole 33 is also provided 
between groove 3 and the top end 34 of Said 
body portion 30. The top end 34 is, as the draw 
ing clearly shows, bent over Substantially at 
right angles to the main body portion 30 and for 
purposes of convenience, the main body portion 
may be described as the main vertical portion of 
the bracket, whereas top end portion 34 may be 
described as the horizontal portion thereof. 
will further be noted that the horizontal top 
end portion 34 dips diagonally down at 35 and 
then continues horizontally once again to form 
what may be described as the offset fastening 
plate portion 36. This offset plate portion is pro 
vided with a pair of holes 37 to accommodate 
wood screws, as will shortly appear. Ribs 32 ex 
tend across the top end portion 34 as will be ap 
parent from an examination of Fig. 3. The 
lower end of the main body portion 30 of the 
bracket is also diagonally offset at 38 and it then 
once again descends vertically to form a vertical 
plate portion 39. Reference to Fig. 2 will disclose 
the fact that slot 3 is open at its bottom end 
and closed at its top end. In other words, in the 
preferred form of this invention, slot 3 bifur 
cates the lower half, or more, of body portion 30 
and provides it with a pair of legs 30a and 30b 
respectively. Each of these legs is provided with 
a diagonal offset portion 38 and with a vertical 
plate portion 39. 

It 

5 

4 
The manner in which bracket 20 may be ap 

plied to one of the vertical posts or uprights 
5 and 6 in order to support said upright on 

side rail on bed 0 is clearly shown in Figs, 
3 and 4. It will be noted that bolt 2 extends 
through slot 3 as well as through hole 26 in the 
upright. The square neck or shoulder of the 
bolt rides in Said Slot 3 and the clearance be 
tween said square neck or shoulder and the sides 
of the slot is such as to prevent the bolt from 
turning in the slot. It may move longitudinally 
of the slot but it cannot rotate therein. The 
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upright, immediately below bolt 2. 

head of the bolt engages the main body portion 
30 of the bracket and Wing nut 28 bears against 
washer 29 and presses it against the upright. 
Horizontal plate portion 36 of the bracket pro 
jects into recess 25 in the upright. The side rail 
f of the bed is accommodated between the main 
body portion 30 of the bracket, and more par 
ticularly its legs 30a and 30b, and the upright, 
immediately below bolt 2. Hence when the wing 
nut is tightened on the bolt, the bracket will 
clamp the side rail against the inside of the 
upright. The main body portion 30 of the 
bracket will be maintained in parallel relation to 
the upright by reason of the presence of its hori 
zontal portion 34, including its offset plate por 
tions 35 and 36, Which collectively Serve as a 
spacer at the upper end of the bracket. 
The same bracket 20 may be used to mount 

the bed guard on a bed having an angle-iron side 
rail A.0. See Fig. 7. The only change is in the 
manner in which the bracket is mounted on the 
upright of the bed guard. In the first applica 
tion of this invention, horizontal portion 34 and 
its offset plate portions 35 and 36 are situated 
on top and legs 39a and 30b and their offset 
plate portions 38 and 39 are situated at the bot 
tom. In Fig. 7, however, the bracket is inverted 
So tirat its iegs project up Wardly and its hori 
zontal portion 34 is disposed at its bottom end. 
In cross section, angle iron 40 is shaped like an 
and its upright portion 4.0a is placed between 

the main body portion 30 of the bracket and the 
Horizontal 

portion 34 of the bracket rests upon the hori 
Zontal portion (b of the angle iron and plate 
portions 39 bear against the side of the upright 
or post of the bed guard. Plate portions 39 are 
offset, from main body portion 30 to the extent 
of the thickness of the upright portion 4.0a of 
the angle iron. In Fig. 3, horizontal portion 34 
and offset plate portions 35 and 36 served as 
spacers on the opposite side of the bolt, from 
the wooden bed rail . In Fig. 7, plate portions 
39 and offset plate portions 38 serve as spacers 
on the opposite side of the bolt from angle 
iron 40. 
When the angle iron is inverted, as in Fig. 6, 

bracket 20 must be positioned in reverse or in 
verted relation to its position in Fig. 7. Its hori 
Zontal portion 34 and offset plate portions 35 and 
36 are now at the top and legs 3d and 39b and 
offset plate portions 38 and 39 are now at the 
bottom. This is similar to the manner in which 
the bracket is disposed in Fig. 3 with one ex 
ception: In Fig. 3 offset plate portion 36 bears 
against the upright of the bed guard, whereas in 
Fig. 6 said offset plate portion is pointed in the 

70 opposite direction, that is away from the upright 
of the bed guard. The relationship between the 
bracket and the bed rail is identical in Figs. 6 
and 7, the only difference being that in Fig. 7 the 
bracket is mounted above the horizontal portion 
40b of the bed rail, whereas in Fig. 7 it is mount 



ed below Said horizontal portion of the bed rail. 
Hence, instead of horizontal portion 34 of the 
bracket resting upon horizontal portion 40b of 
the bed rail, said horizontal portion 34 bears 
against the underside of said horizontal portion 
of the bed rail. 

Fig. 5 shows how the same bracket may be used 
to Support the same bed guard on the wooden 
framework 45 of day bed or “Hollywood’ bed 46. 
Plate portion 3S and main body portion 30 of 
the bracket are fastened to said wooden frame 
Work by means of wood screws 48 which project 
through holes 37 and 33 respectively of said 
plate portion 36 and main body portion 30. The 
bifurcated end of the bracket now projects up 
Wardly and bolt 2 may be slipped into the longi 
tudinal slot 3 of Said bracket and brought down 
Wardly to the position which it is shown to oc 
cupy in Fig. 5. Offset plate portions 39 of the 
bracket project into recess 25 of the upright of 
the bed guard to prevent vertical movement in 
either direction of said upright relative to said 
bracket. 

It will be observed from the foregoing that 
bracket 20 renders the bed guard most adaptable 
to every type of conventional bed, including the 
type known as a day bed or "Hollywood' bed. 
The bed guard is not only adaptable to all of 
these beds, but it may also very conveniently be 
mounted thereon without special tools or equip 
ment or adaptors. Bracket 20 constitutes its 
own adaptor and it adapts the bed guard for 
mounting on any conventional bed rail or day 
bed frame. 

It Will be understood from the foregoing that 
the bed guard and its bracket or brackets, as the 
case may be, constitute but a preferred form of 
this invention, and other forms of the invention 
may be had within the broad Scope and Spirit 
of the invention. 

I cairn: 
1. A bed guard of the character described, 

comprising at least one upright, at least one hori 
zontal bar mounted on said upright, and at least 
one bracket connected to the upright by heaS 
of a bolt, for mounting said upright on the Side 
rail of a bed, said bracket having a main body 
portion with an opening formed therein for Said 
bolt, at least one horizontally extending portion 
at is lower eind projecting in One lateral direc 
tion therefrom and a vertically extending offset 
portion at its upper end projecting in the Op 
poSite latera direction therefirom. 

2. A bed guard of the character described, 
comprising at least one upright, at least one hori 
zontal bar mounted on said upright, and at least 
one bracket connected to the upright by means 
of a bolt for mounting said upright on the side 
rail of a bed, said bracket being turnable on said 
bolt relative to Said upright When the bolt is loose 
and being fixed to said upright when the bolt 
is tight, said upright having a recess formed 
therein on the Side facing the bracket, Said 
bracket having a main body portion with an 
opening formed therein for said bolt, at least one 
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E 
horizontally extending portion at its lower end 
Which extends in one lateral direction from said 
main body portion and a vertically extending 
Offset portion at its upper end which is offset 
in the opposite lateral direction from said main 
body portion, one of said portions entering the 
receSS in the upright when the bracket is dis 
posed in one position relative to said upright, the 
other portion being adapted to enter the recess 
When the bracket is rotated through 180 degrees 
in horizontal and vertical planes. 

3. A bed guard in accordance with claim 2, 
Wherein tWo uprights are provided, two hori 
Zontal bars mounted on said uprights, and two 
brackets connected to said uprights. 

4. A bracket for a bed guard of the character 
described, comprising a main body portion which 
is bifurcated at its lower end and which is pro 
Vided with offset and horizontal portions at its 
top and bottom ends, the offset portion at its top 
end projecting in One direction laterally from 
Said main body portion and the portions at the 
botton end projecting in the opposite direction, 
laterally from said main body portion. 

5. A bed guard of the character described, 
Comprising at leaSt. One upright, at least one 
horizontal bar mounted on said upright, and at 
least one bracket connected to the upright by 
means of a bolt for mounting said upright on 
the side rail of a bed, said bracket being turnable 
On Said bolt relative to Said upright when the 
bolt is loose and being fixed to Said upright when 
the bolt is tight, Said upright having a receSS 
formed therein on the side facing the bracket, 
Said bracket having a main body portion with 
an opening formed therein for Said bolt, at least 
one offset portion at its lower end projecting in 
one direction therefrom and another offset por 
tion at its upper end projecting in the Opposite 
direction therefrom, one of said offset portions 
entering the receSS in the upright. When the 
bracket is disposed in One position relative to 
said upright, the other portion being adapted 
to enter the recess when the bracket is rotated 
through 180 degrees in horizontal and vertical 
planes, the opening formed in the main body 
portion of the bracket being a longitudinally ex 
tending slot through which the shank of the bolt 
projects, the shank of the bolt being provided 
With a square shoulder which engages the sides 
of the slot to prevent rotation of the bolt in Said 
slot. 

ROBERT E. WARREN. 
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