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1. 
This invention relates to holders for towels and 

the like and more particularly to a device 
adapted for domestic use releasably to hold 
towels and similar fabric articles. 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

vide a holder for towels and the like which is 
simple and inexpensive to manufacture and 
which can easily be installed at a desired point 
of use. 
Another object is to provide a holder Which 

will resiliently grip towels and the like against its 
outer surface and in which the towels can easily 
be inserted in and removed from the holder. 

Still another object is to provide a holder for 
towels and the like which is resiliently held 
against a mounting surface by a simple mounting 

ea.S. 
The above and other objects and advantages Of 

the invention will be more readily apparent from 
the following description. When read in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a holder en 
bodying the invention; 

Figure 2 is a transverse section on the line 2-2 
of Figure ; 

Figure 3 is a rear elevation of the body of the 
holder; 

Figure 4 is an elevation of the mounting and 
closure plate; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the hook 
member; and 

Figure 6 is a Sectional view illustrating mount 
ing of the holder. 
As shown the holder comprises a cup-shaped 

hollow body which is open at One Side and 
formed at the opposite side with an elongated 
central slot . On its interior the body is formed 
with a plurality of ribs 2 extending toward and 
terminating short of the open end of the body. 
While the body may be formed of any desired 
material, it may conveniently be molded of plas 
tic or the like with the ribs 2 formed integrally 
With the body. 
A hook member indicated generally at 3 ex 

tends through the opening and is turned over 
at its outer end as indicated at 4 to overlie the 
outer surface of the body. Preferably, the inner 
edge of the hook member is convexly curved as 
shown to provide a gripping Surface for gripping 
towels and like fabric articles. 
The hook member is adapted to be pivotally 

connected to the body, and for this purpose the 
body is formed with inwardly extending pivot 
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plates 5 lying at opposite ends of the opening. ... 
! f and horizontally slotted at f 6. The hook mem 55 
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ber carries a transverse pivot pin it adapted to 
enter the slots 16 as best seen in Figures 2 and 6 
pivotally to connect the hook member. to the 
body. The hook member is urged in a direction 
to grip a towel or the like by a compression Spring 
8 mounted in the body and engaging the inner 
end of the hook member at its upper end. The 
lower end of the spring 8 rests on the inner 
Wall of the body between adjacentribs 2 SO that 
the ribs serve to prevent sideWise movement of 
the spring. A stop block 9 which may be in 
tegrally formed with the body serves to prevent 
forward movement of the Spring SO that the 
spring is securely held against slipping in the 
body after the device is assembled. 
The open end of the body is adapted to be 

closed by a thin resilient metal plate 2 of a 
size and shape to fit into the open end of the 
body with its edge portions resting against the 
ribs 2. The plate 2 is held in place in the 
body by screws 22 extending through openings 
23 adjacent the edges of the plate and threaded 
into fastening posts 24 formed in the body. In 
its central portion the plate 2 is formed with 
a pair of keyhole slots 25 which are adapted to 
receive mounting screws as shown at 26 in Figure 
6 screwed into a supporting member 27. Pref 
erably the Screws 26 have tapered heads and are 
screwed into the mounting member 27 to such a 
distance that they will flex the central part Of 
the plate 2 slightly when the plate is mounted 
thereon. In this way the body O is held firmly 
against the surface of the supporting part 27 so 
that it will not easily be displaced during use. 
In using the device when it is installed on a 

wall or other desired spot as shown in Figure 6, 
a towel or like fabric article may be pressed up 
ward between the end 4 of the hook and the 
outer surface of the body 0. At this time the 
spring 8 will be compressed allowing the article 
to pass between the hook into the body, and when 
once in place, the spring will resiliently press the 
hook against the article. The article will, there 
fore, be held resiliently in place and may be re 
moved by pulling thereon to slide it out from 
under the hook. 
While one embodiment of the invention has 

been shown and described in detail, it will be un 
derstood that this is illustrative only and is not 
intended as a definition of the scope of the in 
vention, reference being had for this purpose to 
the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A holder for towels and the like comprising 

a hollow cup shaped body open at one side, ribs 
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projecting inward in the body and terminating 
short of its open side, a resilient plate fitting in 
the open end of the body and resting against the 
ribs, fastening means engaging the plate adja 
cent its edges to hold it in the body, the plate 
having a keyhole slot in its central portion 
adapted to engage a fastening projecting from 
a mounting Surface, a hook member extending 
through one wall of the body, means pivotally 
connecting the hook nember to the body adja 
cent side walls, and a compression Spring in the 
body engaging the inner end of the hook member, 
one end of the spring resting between adjacent 
ribs whereby slipping of the spring is prevented 

2. A holder for towels and the like comprising 
a hollow body adapted to be mounted against a 
wall with its outer surface parallel to the Wall 
and having an opening therein, a hook member 
having an inner arm extending through the open 
ing and an outer arm turned over to engage the 
outer surface of the body, a pair of pivot plates 
in the body at opposite sides of the opening hav 
ing an open slots therein, a pivot pin carried by 
the hook member and fitting in Said Slots, and 

4. 
a compression Spring in the body engaging the 
inner end of the inner arm to urge the outer end 
of the hook member toward the outer Surface of 
the body and to urge the pivot pin into the slots. 
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