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Claim. 

This invention relates to tables and especially 
those adapted for use by photographers, artists 
and the like and the primary object is to facili 
tate positioning subjects to be reproduced to ob 
tain the most advantageous perspective thereof. 
Another important object is to retain the table 

top against undesired displacement while Orient 
ing the subject thereon and to positively secure 
the top against displacement when the desired 
perspective is attained. 

Further objects are to afford a substantially 
universal movement of the table top so that it 
may be moved into an infinite number of dif 
ferentiated angular positions; to employ rela 
tively moveable parts and to apply a strong ten 
sion on One of the parts while the subject is 
being oriented; and to supplement the tension 
by positively acting means when the desired per 
spective has been attained. 

Still further objects of my invention are to 
provide a ball and socket joint in the Support 
for the table top; to so relieve the contact be 
tween the ball and socket that the ball and 
socket will be in contact only at Spaced inter 
vals; to form the socket in relatively moveable 
parts; to support one of said parts on a Stand 
or the like and to yieldingly urge the other of 
said parts toward the first part while the subject 
is being Oriented; and to employ positively oper 
ating means to firmly clamp the ball in the 
Socket when the desired perspective is attained. . 
A selected embodiment of my invention is illus 

trated in the accompanying drawing Wherein 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my novel table; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the table top and 

the upper part of the support therefor; 
Fig. 3 is a vertical Sectional view taken. Sub 

stantially on the line 3-3 on Fig. 2; and 
Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken sub 

stantially on the line 4-4 on Fig. 3. 
The preferred form of my invention illustrated 

in the accompanying drawing includes a Stand 
ard generally indicated by 5 having a suitable 
base 6 at the lower end thereof and comprising 
telescopically interfitted relatively moveable Sec 
tions. 7 and 8 whereby the height of the table 
may be varied, a hand screw 9 being provided 
to secure the sections 7 and 8 against relative 
movement. 
As best illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3, the upper 

end of the section 7 is threaded into the lower 
end of an elongated substantially cylindrical 
body to although it is to be understood that the 
section may be secured in Said body in any de 
sired way without departing from the ambit of 

(C. 248-181) 
my invention. That part of the body 0 above 
the lower end thereof whereat the section 7 is 
Secured is divided on the center line thereof into 
a fixed part and a moveable part 2, said fixed 
part being unitary with that part of the body 
i0 in which the section 7 is secured. 
A pocket 3 extends inwardly from the face of 

the part disposed toward the part 2 and is 
located substantially medially transversely of 
Said face and slightly above the median line lon 
gitudinally of said face. A tongue 4 is formed 
On the face of part 2 disposed toward the part 

and is extended into the pocket 3. A pin 
5 is extended transversely across the part 2 
and through the tongue 4 whereby the part 2 
is pivotally connected to the part f. The lower 
end of the part f is spaced from the shoulder 
f6 on that section of the part i? disposed below 
the part 2 whereby said part 2 may pivot on 
the pin. 5 relative to the part i?. 
AS best shown in Fig. 2, the upper ends of the 

parts and 2 are enlarged whereby a socket 
A may be formed therein to receive a ball 8, 
Said socket opening through the upper walls of 
the parts and 2 whereby a part of the ball 
8 extends above the upper ends of said parts 
When disposed in said Socket. One end of a 
stem f9 is unitary with that part of the ball 8 
extending above the upper ends of the parts 

and 2. A circular plate 20 is provided at the 
other end of the stem 9 and the table top 2 
is Suitably secured thereto. 

Subjects to be photographed or otherwise re 
produced may be placed on the table top 2 and 
the table top may then be moved into a multi 
plicity of positions until the most advantageous 
perSpective of the subject is obtained inasmuch 
as the ball and Socket joint provided in the 
Support for the table top permits universal move 
ment thereof. A photographer or the like using 
the table may adjust the table top into a multi 
plicity of positions before a Suitable perspective 
is obtained and it is therefore desirable that the 
table top be retained in various positions into 
Which it may be moved. Furthermore, it is de 
Sirable that when a proper perspective is at 
tained that the table top be held against dis 
placement until the subject has been photo 
graphed or otherwise reproduced. In order that 
the foregoing may be accomplished I provide 
means which permit the table top to be moved 
into a multiplicity of positions while the subject 
is being oriented but which nevertheless retain 
the table top in positions into which it is moved 
and I provide further means for fixing the table 
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top against movement when a desired perspec 
tive has been attained. 

I employ a spring 22 to apply tension on the 
moveable part of the support while the table 
top is being adjusted to obtain a desired per 
spective and I mount this spring in a pocket 23 
provided near the lower end of the moveable part 
f2 and opening into the face of the part 2 dis 
posed toward the part f. The spring 22 seats 
against the bottom of the pocket 23 and the ad 
jacent face of the part fi and urges the lower 
Section of the part 2 outwardly whereby that part 
of the socket formed in the part 2 is urged 
tightly against the ball 8 whereby said ball is 
firmly clamped in the socket T. 

I have found it advantageous to so relieve the 
socket that the wall thereof contacts with the 
ball 8 only at spaced intervals for this facili 
tates movement of the ball in the socket and also 
enables firm clamping of the ball in the Socket. 
The Spring 22 has Sufficient tension to prevent 
undesired movement of the ball 8 in the socket 7 
and therefore retains the table top in positions 
into which it is moved but at the same time this 
spring enables the table top to be moved into de 
sired positions. 
A reinforcing rib 24 is provided on the face 

of the part 2 opposite that disposed toward the 
part f and the lower end of this rib is enlarged 
to provide a boss 25 in alignment with the pocket 
23. The stem of a hand screw 26 is passed through 
a tapped opening in this boss and extends through 
the Spring 22 and the pocket 23 and is engage 
able with the face of the part disposed toward 
the part f2. Therefore, after the table top 2f 
has been moved into the position affording the de 
Siled perspective of a Subject thereon, the hand 
Screw 26 may be run into firm engagement With 
the part whereby that part of the socket 7 in 
the part 2 will be firmly seated on the ball 8 
so as to hold said ball and therefore the table 
top 2 firmly against movement. 

It may be desirable to move the table top into a 
Vertical position and to this end I provide a slot 

2,128,046 
27 in the wall of that part of the socket 7 formed 
in the part into which the stem 9 may pass 
when the table top 2 is to be disposed in Such 
Vertical position. 

It will be seen from the foregoing description 
that I have provided a table Which may be ad 
Vantageously used by photographers, artists and 
the like inasmuch as Subjects may be placed on 
the top of the table which may then be adjusted 
into a variety of positions until a desirable per 
Spective of the subject is attained. During such 
adjustment the hand screw 26 is loosened but the 
Spring 22 affords sufficient tension to prevent un 
desired movement of the table top but at the 
Same time does not so retard movement of the 
table top that adjustment thereof is impaired. 
Furthermore, the hand screw 26 enables the table 
to be fixed against displacement once a desired 
parSpective has been attained. 

I have illustrated and described a preferred 
form of my invention but it is to be understood 
that this is capable of variation and modification 
and i therefore do not wish to be limited to the 
precise details set forth but desire to avail myself 
of Such variations and modifications as fall with 
in the purview of the following claim. 

I claim: 
In a table for use by photographers or the like 

and which has a top and a standard, the combina 
tion of a fixed part on Said standard and hav 
ing a recess therein, a moveable part including a 
illg pivotally mounted in Said recess, said parts 
including cooperating portions constructed and 
arranged to provide a socket, a ball mounted in 
Said socket and connected to said top, a spring : 
between said fixed and moveable parts and acting 
On Said moveable part to hold this part in fric 
tional engagement with said ball and thereby re 
tain Said top in the positions into which it is 
noved, and means mounted on the moveable part 
and engageable with the fixed part for positively 
locking said moveable part against said ball to re 
tain Said ball and top in a selected fixed position. 
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