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1
TYPEWRITER SHIELD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to typewriter shields and, more
particularly, to movable and adjustable typewriter
shields. All of the typewriter shields and typewriter
teaching aids found in the prior art possess the common
disadvantageous feature of being unable to universally
satisfy all of the various requirements and conditions
which are required. Generally, the prior art shields in-
corporate a single stationary view screening member
which covers either the typewriter keyboard or both
the typewriter keyboard and the copy. Furthermore, no
provision is made in these prior art typewriter shields
for the personal attitudes of the individual typist or in-
structor on what is to be seen and what is not to be
seen. Furthermore, these prior art typewriter shields
generally do not provide any simple way in which the
stationary screen can be manipulated out of the way in
order to provide access to either the typewriter key-
board or the copy itself. .

Therefore, a principal object of this invention is to
provide a typewriter shield which can be easily manipu-
lated to any desired position.

Another object of this invention is to provide a type-
writer shield of the above character which has universal
application for all teaching methods and techniques.

Another object of this invention is to provide a type-
writer shield of the above charatter which is both inex-
pensive and can be easily assembled and disassembled.

Other objects of the invention will in part be obvious
and will in part appear hercinafter.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The typewriter shield of this invention eliminates the
prior art probléms by providing a shield which incorpo-
rates at least one pivotable section, which can be easily
moved into various desired positions. In the preferred

embodiment, the shield unit incorporates a movable -

screen member having two sections, interconnected by
hinge means, with one of these movable sections pivot-
ably mounted to a holding member. The shield unit is
completed by securing the holding bar to a support
member. Preferably, the position of the holding bar rel-
ative to the support member is adjustable in order to
assure location of the screen member at the optimum
position. 2 - :

The invention accordingly comprises the features of
the construction, combination of elements, and ar-
rangement .of parts, which will be exemplified in the
construction hereinafter set forth, and the scope of the
invention -will be indicated in. the claims.

" THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects
of this invention, reference should be had to the follow-
ing detailed description taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings, in which: :

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing the typewriter
shield of this invention;

FIG. 2 is a side élevation view of the typewriter shield
of this invention in position for preventing viewing of
both the typewriter keyboard and the copy being typed,

FIG. 3 is a side elevation of the typewtiter shield of
this invention in position for allowing viewing the type-
writer keyboard, while preventing viewing of the copy
being typed;
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FIG. 4 is a'side elevation view of the typewriter shield
of this invention in position for allowing viewing of
both the typewriter keyboard and the copy being typed,;
and

FIG. 5 is a side elevation view of the typewriter shield
of this invention in position for preventing viewing of
the typewriter keyboard, while allowing viewing of the
copy being typed. ‘ :

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The construction of typewriter shield unit 20 can best
be seen in FIG. 1. Shield unit 20 comprises a typewriter
shield assembly 22, a support member 24, and a base
26. If desired, base 26 may incorporate slip resistent
pads 28.

Support member 24 incorporates a plurality of posi-
tion adjusting holes 30 for cooperation with shield as-
sembly 22, and is secured to base 26 by fastening
means 32. Also, support member 24 incorporates a slot
34 in order to allow the relative position of support
member 24 and the typewriter keyboard to be adjust-
able to suit individual requirements.

Shield assembly 22 comprises substantially identical
screen members 36 and 37, which are pivotably inter-
connected by means of hinges 38. Screen member 36
is also pivotably mounted to holding bar 40. Bar 40 in-
corporates a plurality of adjusting holes 42 which coop-
erate with position adjusting holes 30 of support mem-
ber 24, in order to allow each typist to position shield
assembly 22 at a personally desirable height and then
secure shield assembly 22 in that desired position by
fastening means 32. By. adjusting the height of shield
assembly 22, each typist is assured that the screen
members will be iri exactly the proper position to pre-
vent unwanting viewing of the typewriter, while not in-
terfering with the operation of the typewriter.

Many construction variations can be made to shield
unit 20 without departing from the scope of this inven-
tion. Such variations include, but are not limited to, the
use of a single screen, pivotably mounted to'bar 40 in-
stead of screens 36 and 37, or else more than two
screens all being pivotably interconnected. Also, other
pivot means could be used for interconnecting screens
36 and 37, as well as connecting screen 36 and bar 40.

" Furthermore; the support member could be placed at '
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the side of the typewriter with the shield assembly piv-
otally mounted thereto.” Still furthermore, -a-flexible
support member could be used to replace support
member 24 and base 26. Such a flexible support mem-
ber could be attached to the typewriter itself, and ex-
tended over from the back, or in front of, the type-
writer in such a manner to allow shield assembly 22 to
be secured thereto. These and other variations, which
are obvious to one skilled in the art, can be made to the
typewriter shield of this invention, while still remaining
within the scope of the invention.

Since individual instructors differ in their approach
to teaching the art of typing, and individual students
differ in their ability to learn typing skills, there are
many variations in which items and which combination
of items should be shielded from view. As a resuit, the
universal typewriter shield unit 20 of this invention is
capable of accommodating all variations desired. The
unique operation and universal application for which
shield unit 20 is employable is clearly evident by refer-
ring to FIGS. 2-5.
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In FIG. 2, shield unit 20 is shown mounted in place
with a typewriter S0 shown in phantom. In the most
common technique for teaching typing skills, most in-
structors desire to have their student typists concen-
trate only on the copy to be typed, without looking at
the keyboard or the copy being typed. With screen
members 36 and 37 positioned as shown in FIG. 2, an
individual typist using the typewriter is completely un-
able to see either the typewriter keyboard or the copy
being typed. Furthermore, since the relative height of
shield 37 above the keyboard is adjustable as described
above, there is complete assurance that shield 37 will
not interfere in any manner with the arms of the typist.
Also, the typist can easily lift screen member 37 in
order to assure that his fingers are placed on the
“home” keys.

A second position in which the universally adaptable
typewriter shield unit 20 can be placed is shown in FIG.
3. If an individual instructor or student desires to have
the capability of viewing the typewriter keyboard while
not being able to view the copy being typed, the typist
need only pivot screen member 37 180°, about the axis
established by hinges 38. With screen member 37 in
juxtaposed spaced relationship with screen member 36,
the typist is now capable of viewing the typewriter key-
board, while the copy being typed is completely
shielded from view.

A third position, which is extremely important for
both teaching the art of typing and producing error free
copies, is the position where the typist can see both the
keyboard and the copy being typed, and has complete
access to this copy in order to correct any errors, check
the copy, and change paper. Providing a shield which
is easily manipulated into this position is one of the
major drawbacks of prior art shield units, since they are
generally extremely cumbersome or totally incapable
of providing ready access to the copy being typed. With
typewriter shield unit 20 of this invention, complete ac-
cess to the typewriter keyboard and the copy being
typed is readily attainable by merely pivoting screen
members 36 and 37 180° about the axis formed by
hinge 39. This position is shown in FIG. 4.

In order to assure that screen members 36 and 37 will
remain out of the way when access to the typewriter
keyboard and copy being typed is desired, hinge 39 is
mournted on holding bar 40 .at a position below termi-
nating edge 41 of bar 40. The section of bar 40 which
is between the edge of hinge 39 and terminating edge
41, best seen in FIGS. 1 and 4, provides a holding post,
assuring that screen members 36 and 37 will remain in
substantially the same plane as bar 40, in a position
above the typewriter which will not interfere in any
manner. with the desired access to the typewriter key-
board and the copy being typed.

The final position into which the universally adapt-
able typewriter shield unit 20 is capable of being placed
is shown in FIG. §. In this position, screen members 36

"and 37 prevent the typewriter keyboard from being
seen, while not interfering in any manner with the view-
ing of the copy being typed. This position is extremely
important for beginning typists who should not watch
the typewriter keyboard, but may look at the copy
being typed in order to assure themselves that they are
typing what they desire. This final position is readily at-
tainable by mounting shield assembly 22 to support
member 24, with the position of hinge 39 pivoted 180°
from the positions previously described. Shield assem-

4

bly 22 is secured to support member 24 by fastening

means 32 in the desired position, as described above,

using fastening means 32 and positioning holes 30 and

42. An additional feature, which is provided by having
5 shield assembly 22 mounted in the position shown in
FIG. §, is the fact that screen members 36 and 37 can-
not be lifted from the lower edge. This additional bene-
fit may aid in helping to correct the bad habit of a typist
who lifts the screen members from the lower edge in
order to see the typewriter keyboard.

The typewriter shield unit of this invention clearly
eliminates all of the problems found in the prior art
since the typewriter shield unit of this invention is eas-
ily maneuvered and readily adaptable to any position
that may be desired by the instructor to aid in teaching
the art of typing, and by the students to aid in properly
learning this art.

It will thus be seen that the objects set forth above,
among those made apparent from the preceding de-
scription, are efficiently attained and, since certain
changes may be made in the above construction with-
out departing from the scope of the invention, it is in-
tended that all matter contained in the above descrip-
tion or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims
are intended to cover all of the generic and specific fea-
tures of the invention herein described, and all state-
ments of the scope of the invention which, as a matter
of language, might be said to fall there between.

Having described my invention, what I claim is new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. Typewriter shield apparatus comprising:

A. support means adapted for cooperation with a

typewriter keyboard and copy being typed; and

B. a typewriter shield assembly mounted on said sup-

port means comprising a screen member incorpo-

rating at least two pivotally interconnected sections

readily movable between

a. a complete typewriter view obstructing position
wherein said screen member sections lie in sub-
stantially the same plane shielding from view said -
keyboard and said copy being typed, and

b. a partial typewriter view obstructing position
wherein at least one of said screen member sec-
tions overlies another screen member section
shielding from view either said keyboard or said
copy, and :

c. a position allowing both the keyboard and copy
to be viewed.

2. Apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein said type-
writer shield assembly further comprises:

c. a holding bar, adjustably mounted to said support

means, and

d. said screen member pivotally mounted to said

holding bar. ‘

3. Apparatus as defined in claim 2, wherein the line
formed by the pivotable interconnection of said screen
member sections is horizontal.

4. Apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein said hori-
zontal line is positionable within the viewing area be-
tween the typewriter keyboard and the copy being
typed.

5. Apparatus as defined in claim 2, wherein a portion
of said holding bar extends beyond the pivotal inter-
connecting point between said holding bar and said
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screen member, providing a support for said screen
member and said shield assembly further comprises:
e. a complete typewriter viewing position wherein
said screen member sections are supportingly
maintained in a position above the typewriter by
said holding bar extension.
6. Apparatus as defined in claim 1, wherein said sup-
port means is further defined as comprising:
a. a base, and .
b. a supporting member adjustably secured to said
base.
7. Typewriter shield apparatus comprising:
A. a base positionable below the typewriter;
B. a supporting member adjustably secured to said
base and comprising
a. a vertically upstanding portion positioned in
front of the typewriter; and
b. an angled portion extending generally parallel to
the plane of the typewriter keys;
C. a holding bar adjustably secured to the angled por-
tion of said supporting member; and
D. a screen member,
a. pivotally secured to said holding bar at a position
on said bar below a terminating edge of the bar,
a portion of said bar extending beyond said piv-
otal interconnection position between the termi-
nating edge of said bar and said pivotal intercon-
nection position, and
b. readily movable between a typewriter view ob-
structing position and a typewriter viewing and
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6

access position wherein the screen member is
supportingly held above the typewriter substan-
tially in the same plane as the angled portion of
the support member, with the extension portion
holding the screen member in this viewing and
access position.

8. Apparatus as defined in claim 7, wherein said
screen member further comprises:

C. two sections, pivotally interconnected along a sub-

stantially horizontal line; and

D. readily movable from

a. an entire typewriter view obstructing position
wherein both screen member sections lie in sub-
stantially the same plane, and to

b. a partial typewriter view obstructing position
wherein one section of said screen member over-
lies the second section, to

c. an entire typewriter viewing and access position
wherein both sections of said screen member are
supported by said extension portion above the
typewriter substantially in the same plane as the
angled portion of said support member.

9. Apparatus as defined in claim 8, wherein said hori-
zontal screen section interconnection line is position-
able within the viewing area between the typewriter
keyboard and the copy being typed, assuring that one
of said screen sections may block the typewriter key-
board while the second section may block the copy
being typed. ,

* * * * *



