
S. W, TAYLOR, 
GAME APPARATUS, 

APPLICATION FILED OCT, 31, 1908, 

936,057. Patented 0ct. 5, 1909. 
2 SHEETS-SHEET 1, 

i 

  



S. W. TAYLOR. . 
GAME APPARATUS, 

APPLICATION FILED OCT. 31, 1908, 

936,057. Patented Oct., 5, 1909. 
2 SHEETS-SHEET 2. 

2 

& 

| "My 
2, 12. A 4. 

ava 

S SN 
A. f ŠiréSN&N 

Ei 

3 

2. 

SV 
Se2 

2, 3 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



15 

20 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
SAMUEL W. TAYLOR, OF BALTIMORE, NEARYLAND, ASSIGNOR OF TWO-THIRDS TO 

GEORGE W. SEYLER, OF BALTIMORE, IMARYLAND. 
GAVE APPARATUS. 

936,057. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Oct. 5, 1909. 
Application filed October 31, 1908. Serial No. 460,378. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, SAMUEL W. TAYLOR, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Game Apparatus, of which the fol lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to an apparatus for playing a game of chance. 
The apparatus parts comprise two loose 

balls; a plate having a series of holes ar 
l'anged in a circle-each hole being of a size 
to admit a ball, the number of the holes 
being immaterial, but preferably from three 
to five times as many holes as there are loose 
balls, and means that will produce a shock 
which will have the effect to suddenly raise 
the balls and allow them to drop and by 
chance each ball to enter a hole. The de 
termining rule of the game is that the posi 
tion of the balls in the holes shall not count 
unless the balls take a predetermined posi 
tion. For instance the rule may be that the 
two balls shall lodge in holes that are di 
ametrically opposite each other; or that they 
shall lodge in two adjacent holes, or other 
Wise as pre-determined upon. 
The apparatus is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing, in which,- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the game 

apparatus. Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-section 
of the box or base and shows the signal bell. 
Fig. 3 is a vertical Section in a transverse 
direction relative to Fig. 2, taken through 
the entire apparatus. Fig. 4 is a view of the 
disk-chute. Fig. 5 is a sectional view show 
ing the means for fastening the plate that 
covers the discharge hole. Fig. 6 shows a 
disk. 
A base box, 1. has a bottom plate, 2, and 

Walls, 3, which may be of glass, and a top 
plate, 4, of any suitable material. Bolts, 5, 
extending through both the bottom and top 
plates hold the walls together. Upon the 
top-plate is mounted a glass-wall chamber, 
6; in the present instance this chamber is 
cylindrical but such form is not essential. 
The walls of this glass chamber rest on a 
base-plate, 7, which is provided with a series 
of holes, S, arranged in a circle. The num 
ber of holes in the present instance is eight, 
but this number may be increased or dimin 
ished. A recess or space, 9, is formed at 
the lower side of the base-plate, 7, and a 
shock-plate, 10, loosely occupies said recess 

or space. The shock-plate is free to have a 
slight up-and-down movement in the recess, 
and One purpose which this plate, 10, serves 
is to extend below all the holes, S. Pins, 11, 
are fixed rigidly in the base-plate, 7, and 
these pins at the under side of this plate 
project downwardly as shown, through holes 
in the shock-plate, 10. Normally when the 
apparatus is standing the shock-plate is at 
its lowest position in the recess. These pins, 
11, do not interfere with the up-and-down 
movement of the shock plate but merely pre 
vent said plate from turning within the re 
CeSS. 

Two loose balls, 12, are in the glass wall 
chamber, 6; the size of these balls permit 
them to freely enter the holes, S, and rest 
upon the shock-plate, 10. A cover, 13, closes 
the top of the glass-wall chamber and pre 
vents the balls from escaping. This cover 
may be secured to its position by any suit 
able means, in the present instance by bolts, 
14, which extend from the cover to the base plate, 7. 
Within the base-box is a spring-arm, 15, 

having one end fixed in a hole in a post, 16, 
which hangs pendent from the top-plate, 4, 
and a set-screw, 17, in the post binds the 
end of said spring - arm; this construction 
permits of the spring-arm to be adjusted 
longitudinally. Said spring-arm projects 
horizontally and at its free end has a shoul 
der or lip. 18. The free end of this arm 
may be depressed for a purpose to be pres 
ently described. A tube, 19, positioned di 
rectly below the center of the glass - wall 
chamber, 6, projects downward, its upper 
end opens into the recess, 9, and its lower 
end has a slot, 20, in which the spring-arm, 
15, has position. Within the said tube is a 
pin, 21, which is loose and free and capable 
of a slight up-and-down movement; this pin 
extends between the spling arm, 15, and the shock-plate, 10. 
A spring, 22, comprises two strips of sheet 

steel, one Superimposed on the other, and one 
end of both strips is secured by a clamp, 23. 
at the lower end of the pendent post, 16. 
The free end of the spring, 22, is capable of 
a vertical movement, and carries a head, 24, 
which is provided with a passage or chute, 
25. A slot, 26, opens through the top-plate, 
4, of the base-box; the head, 24, is supported 
or pressed by the spring, 22, against the 
under surface of the top-plate, as in Fig. 3, 
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and when the head is in this position the pas 
sage or chute, 25, in the head legiste's with 
the slot, 26, in the top plate. 
A thumb-key, 27, is on a stem, 2S, which is 

fast in the depressible head, 24, and when the 
head is depressed by pressure applied to the 
said key, 27, the said stem, 28, will move 
down freely through a hole in the top-plate. 
When pressure is removed from the key, 27, 
the head and key will be raised again by the 
spring, 22. When the head is in its upper 
most position the lower end of the chute, 25, 
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terminates adjacent the shoulder or lip, 18, 
on the spring-arm, 15. 
A disk or coin, 29, is shown in Fig. 6 and 

also is indicated in Fig. 3, as projecting 
from the lower end of the chute, and over 
lapping onto the lip, 18, of the Spring-arm. 
it will be seen this disk or coin, 29, is the 
medium or instrumentality that makes a me 
chanical connection between the depressible 
head, 24, and the spring-arm, 15, so that 
when the head is depressed by down-pressure 
applied on the key, 27, the free end of the 
said spring-arm will also be depressed. If 
a disk or coin, 29, is not in position at the 
lower end of the chute to make the connec 
tion just mentioned, then in such case a de 
pression of the key, 27, and head, 24, would 
not have any effect on the spring-arm, 15. 
A signal bell, 30, is supported by the pend 

ent post, 16; the means for this support 
consists of an arm, 31, which has one end 
fixed into said post, and said arm curves 
around the convex side of the bell and is 
attached thereto and thus Supports the bell. 
The hammer, 32, that strikes the bell, has 
one end jointed at, 33, and thereby is mov 
able in a vertical plane, and said hammer 
projects croSSwise of the spring-arm, 15, and 
rests thereon. When the spring-arm, 15, is 
depressed the hammer, 32, also will be low 
ered and then when the spring-arm is re 
leased by the disengagement of the disk or 
coin, 29, and suddenly rises, the hammer, 
32, will thereby be thrown upward and strike 
the bell, 30. 
The base-box, 1, has in its bottom, 2, a 

discharoe hole, 35, and an arched bar, 36, is 
over this hole. A plate, 37, closes the dis 
charge hole, and a screw, 38, is through this 
plate and projects upward and enters the 
arched bar, 36, and keeps the plate in closed 
position. 
Normally the balls, 12, will occupy some 

holes, that is, any of the holes, S. When a 
person desires to try for a chance of throw 
ing the balls into the pre-determined holes, 
it is necessary first to drop a metal disk or 
coin, 29, into the slot, 26; the disk or coin 
will slide down the chute, 25, and project 
from the lower end of the chute and lap 
over onto the lip, iS, as seen in Fig. 3, and 
thereby make the mechanical connection re 
ferred to. The key, 27, may then be de 
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pressed which will cause the head, 24, the 
free end of the spring, 22, the disk or coin, 
29, the spring-arm, 15, and the loose pin, 21, 
all to go downward; as soon as the down 
movement has progressed far enough the 
said mechanical connection which the disk 
or coin, 29, effected, will be broken by the 
disk or coin becoming disengaged, and there 
upon the spring-arm, 15, will suddenly re 
act and rise and force the pin, 21, upward 
causing it to strike or knock against the 
loose shock-plate, 10. As the balls, 12, are 
resting on the shock-plate, the stroke which 
the pin, 21, suddenly makes on the under 
side of said loose plate produces a shock that 
throws the balls upward within the glass 
chamber, 6, and the balls tnen fall back and 
by chance find position in Some of the holes, 
S. If the balls fall into the particular holes 
which were predetermined, the game is won. 
As the down movement of the key, head and 
disk progresses, the disk, which at first has 
an inclined position, gradually assumes a 
horizontal position, and presently the shoul 
der, 18, on the spring-arm disengages from 
the disk, and the latter is knocked or pro 
jected through the broadest and lower part, 
40, of the slot and drops onto the bottom, 2. 
While two balls, 12, are shown in the 

drawings it is obvious that this game ap 
paratus may be worked with a greater num 
ber of balls, or may be worked with only 
one ball. A change in the number of balls 
here shown would involve nothing more than 
the adoption of a suitable rule for the de 
termination of the game. 
The head having the passage or chute, 25, 

is shown in Figs. 3 and 4. The formation of 
the chute is as follows-one side of the head, 
24, is curved or convex from top to bottom 
and this convex-curve has a channel, 41, ex 
tending with the curve; a plate, 42, separate 
from the head is curved and its concave side 
fits on the said convex-curve of the head and 
covers said channel, 41, and thereby forms 
the passage or chute down which the disk or 
coin must pass. The curved plate is held to 
its position by screws, 43. This curved plate 
has a slot, 44, extending from near its top 
down to the boss or sill, 45, at the lower 
most part where Screws, 46, Secure the free 
end of the spring, 22. The slot, 44, opens to 
the disk chute, 25, and at its lower part next 
to the sill said slot is broader, as at 40. 
When a disk, 29, of proper size, or a coin, say of the size of a five-cent piece, usually 

called a nickel, is inserted in the slot, 26, the 
apparatus will operate properly. If, how 
ever, a Smaller disk or a smaller coin, such 
as a copper cent, is inserted in the slot, 26, 
the same will leave the chute, 25, by dropping 
through the slot, 44. 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is 
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said balls adapted to freely enter the holes 

986,05? 

i. A gaine apparatus coinprising a base 
box; a glass-wall chamber mounted on the 
base-box; a plate between the base-box and 
said chamber provided with a series of holes; 
a loose shock-plate below said series of holes; 
loose balls in the glass-Wall chamber and 

and rest on the said shock-plate; and means 
to strike upward on said shock-plate and 
thereby throw the balls from the holes. 

2. A game apparatus comprising a base 
box; a glass-Wall chamber above said base 
box; a plate on top of said box and support 
ing the said chamber and having a recess at 
its lower side and provided with a series of 
holes opening through the plate to the re 
cess; a vertically-movable plate within said 
recess; loose balls in the glass-wall chamber 

3. 

and adapted to freely enter said holes and 
at the same time rest on said vertically 
movable plate; a tube below said recess and 
projecting downward into the base-box; a 
pin which is loose within said tube and nor 
mally contacts with the said vertically 
movable plate; a spring in contact with said 
loose pin, and means to cause the said spring 
to be depressed and Suddenly release and 
thereby force the said pin against the ver 
tically-movable plate. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

SAMUEL W. TAYLOR. 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. B. MANN, 
G. FERDIN AND WOGT. 
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