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UNITED STATES | PATENT OFFICE. 

OTIS D. THOMPSON, OF BLIKHART, INDIANA. 
TRUCK. 

SPECIF'ICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 477,472, dated June 21, 1892. 
Applicati0m filed September 25, 189L, Serial No. 406,839, {N0 m0del.) 

Be it known that I, OTIS ID. THOMPSON, a) 
Citizen of the United States of America, re 
Siding at Elkhart, in the county of Elkhart 
and State of Indiana, have invented certain 
meW and useful Improvements in Trucks; and 
I do declare the following to be a, ... full, G|lear', 
andéxact deScription of the in wention, such 
aSWill enable otherSSkilled in the art to which 
it appertainS to make and use the same, refer'- | 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, 
and tO the letters and figures of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this Specification. · 

It is the object of my in wention to provide 
8b Simple and effective truck for' use in mow 
ing heaWy_articles which shall be capable of 

. easy handling and quick adjustment, to place 
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and Which Will 0ccupy but little r00m Whethe]]' 
in use or not. It is my purpose to so form 
the truck that it Will be equally well adapted 
for.mOwing boxes or articles with solid bot 
tOinS, aS articles made up of skeleton frame 
WOrk, Such as crates, baskets, and the like. 
The in Welation consists, essentially, of a 

truck-frame adapted tO.engage the articles to 
be mowed and hawing a single laterally-ar 
ranged truck-Wheel journaled thereon, the ar 
rangement being Such that the Weight of the 
article will clamp the truck-frame with its 
Wheel cloSely and Securely in place. 
The inwention includes the special form of 

frame and the details of Construction which 
aid in the Successful attainment of the objects 
in view. 
. In the accompanying draWings, Figure 1 is 
a wieW of the truck detached. Fig. 2 shows 
it in place upon the Side of the box, and H'ig. 
8 is an end wieW showing the truck in con 
mection With the Side rail of a crate. 

'The truck-frame is made up of radial arms 
and includes a, vertical aI'm or standard A, 
Which has a Straight bearing-face to the point 

| 1, . Where the arm has an outWard bend con 
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necting the upper Straight portion. With , the 
loWer. At the upper end of the arm a boss 2 
iS fortmed, and through this a bolt_8 extends, 
hawing at itS Outer end a mut Which holds in 
proper place the handle 4. The lower part 
of the frame is formed by the horizontally-ex 
tending arms d on each side of the central 
Standard. At their ends these arms ha,we fin 

gers or rests B, which extend down and in 
Wald, terminating in spurSb, pointing upWard 
and located at a little distance from the fauce 

' of the standard. At the junction of the hori 
' Zontal arms With the central Standard tle 
| truck-wheel C is journaled on a pin c, project-- 
; ing outWard from a boSS 4* on the frame. 
The truck-Wheel is thus o. the side of the 
standard opposite the Spurred restS or fingerS 
and is intermediate of the two extreme pointS. 
b of contact of the frame With the box. It is 
intended that tWO of these trucks shall be used 

' in mowing the box or other article, they being 
placed" on '' opposite Sides of the Same. In 
placing them in position it is only neceSSary 
to lift the article slightly, so that the fingerS 
Will go beneath it, and then the frame is ad 
justed to make itS inner face bear against the 
Side 0f the article, and when the box is re 
liewed from the lifting force it rests upon the 
rearWardly-bent fingers and by rea.SOn of itS 

' Weight causes the Central Standard and the · 
arms to be jammed hard against the SideS, thus 
clamping the truck-frame Securely in place. 
The spurs Sink into the bottom of the box and 
make the grip of the parts more certain. 
These spurS also . Serwe another purpOSe in 
that they are located at the immer ends of the 
fingers, and thus they are adapted to fit againSt 
the inner side of the side l'ail of a Grate, as in 

| Fig. 8, which rests upon the finger betWeen 
the spur and the standard of the frame. The 
h01rizontal arms are of Sufficient length to giWe 
the desired distance between the two points of 
the contact on each side of the Wheel aS Will 
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prevent disengagement of the truck in paSS- . 
ing ower obstacles or if force is applied to the 
handle in impelling the article. The truckS 
are placed under the article at the proper 
points to Sustain the main Weight, lea.wing one 
end resting lightly on the ground, and a perSOn 
pushing at this end Will be able to mowe the 

| hea.wiest boxes and Crates Without difficulty. 
While the detachable feature of the truck 

is most desirable and is eSSential in itS uSe 
. With boxes, crates, and the like, the truck may 
be used with mowable receptacles and remain 
in place thereon for an indefinite period, am 
swering the purpose of ordinary Wheels. The 
wheel, it will be moticed, is arranged With itS 
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side parallel to the face of the frame, and ', 
thus it takes up but little room, and by rea~ 
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SOn Of this arrangement the trucks are adapt 
ed to be placed on the opposite sides of the 
b0X to run in parallel lines. 

I claim aS my invention 
1. In Combination, a tr'uck-frame Construct 

ed to detachably engage a, box or other article 
to be held by the weight thereof, said frame 
Cal'rying a, Single truck-Wheel journaled there 
On intermediate of the points of contact, Sub 
Stantially as described. 

2. In combination, a truck-frame consisting 
of the wertical standard and the arms extend 
ing laterally from said standard and forming 
integral continuations of the same, and the 
trt1ck-Wheel journaled on the frame, Subst:am 
tially as described. 

8. In combination, a truck-frame Consisting 
of the wertical standard, arms extending lat 
erally from the Standard and forming inte 
gral COntinuationS of the Same, Said arms be 
ing Continued at right angles at their ends 
into fingerS With spurs thereon, and a single 
truck-wheel journaled on the frame interme 
diate .. Of the fingers, Substantially as de 
8cribed. 

4. In combination, a tiruck-frame consisting 
Of the central Vertical Standard, the arms ex 
tending On each side thereof, the fingers at 
the endS of the arms, and the truck-wheel 
journaled. On the frame at the junction of the 

radiating arms and standard, substantially aS 
described. 

5. In combination, the truck-frame cOnSiSt 
ing of the central Standard hawing an upper 
extension and the side arms With fingerS at 
their ends, the truck-wheel journaled to the 
truck-frame, and the handle at the upper end 
of the extension projecting at right angleS 
thereto, Substantially as described. 

6. In combination, the truck-frame compriS 
ing a, vertical Standard to fit against the Wer 
tical Side of a box or the like and the finger 
portions | extending horizontally to fit under 
the Same, and a truck-wheel journaled on the 
frame with its sides parallel to the front face 
of the frame and with the side of the bOX 
against which the frame bears, Substantially 
aus described. ~ 

7. In combination, the truck-frame compris 
ing a vertical standard having at itS upper 
end an Outwardly-bent arIm terminating in a 
handle and a tr'uck-wheel journaled on the 
frame. ~ 

In testimony whereof I afiix my Signature in 
preSemce of tWO WitmeSSes. ~ 

(OT'IS ID. TIHOMPSON. 

WitmeSSes: 
IF'RANK M. I'OSTER, 
GEO. W. MORELL. 
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