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To all, whon, it navy concern: 
Beit known that I, THOMAS M. BAUGHAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Pa 
ducah, in the county of McCracken and State 
of Kentucky, have invented a new and useful 
Draft-Block Attachment for Freight-Cars, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

draft-block attachments for freight-cars. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of draft-rigging for 
freight - cars and to provide a draft - block 
adapted to be readily secured to a car and ca 
pable of receiving an ordinary car-coupling 
and the Ineans for cushioning the same. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a draft-block of this character which will 
be light, strong, and durable and which will 
be adapted to be connected with a correspond 
ing draft-block at the opposite end of a car by 
suitable draft-rods. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claim hereto appended. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a reverse plan 

view of a draft-block for freight-cars con 
structed in accordance with this invention. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the 
block, showing the same inverted, to illus 
trate the construction more clearly. 

Like numerals of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
1ngS. r 

1 designates a draft-block constructed of 
malleable iron, cast-steel, or other suitable 
material and provided with a longitudinal 
opening 2 for the reception of the shank 3 of 
a draw-head 4. The opening 2 extends in 
ward from the front or outer end of the draft 
block, which is open at the bottom and which 
is reduced at the front portion at the top to 
provide opposite recesses 5 for the reception 
of the end sill 6 of the car, and the shoulders 
7, formed by the front end recesses 5, bear 
against the sill 6 and enable the draft-block 
to pull against the same. 
The draft-block, which may be of any de 

sired size, is provided at opposite sides of its 
front portion with transverse bottom grooves 

connected by a suitable turnbuckle 

8 for the reception of a transverse strap 9, 
which is bolted to the draft-block for support 
ing the draw-head. The draft-block is pro 
vided at opposite sides of the longitudinal 
opening with recesses 10 and 11, formed in the 
side walls of the said opening and arranged 
in pairs, as shown, for the reception of foll 
lower-plates 12 and 13. The follower-plates, 
which are provided with suitable openings 
for the reception of the rear portion of the 
shank of the draw-head or other suitable de 
vice, are located at the ends of a coiled cush 
ioning-spring 14, which is interposed between 
the follower-plates and which is adapted to 
cushion the coupling in both its inward and 
outward movements, as will be readily under 
stood. The inner or rear follower-plate 13 is 
engaged by a suitable pin or key 15; but any 
other suitable means may be employed for con 
necting the plates with the shank of the draw 
head, and, if desired, any other arrangement 
of cushioning device may be used. In prac 
tice the follower-plates will be retained in the 
recesses of the draft-block by longitudinal 
straps 16, (illustrated in dotted lines in Fig. 
1 of the drawings,) adapted to support the 
rear portion of the car-coupling. 
The draft-block is provided at opposite 

sides with laterally-extending lugs or enlarge 
ments 17, located adjacent to the rear end of 
the block and provided with longitudinal per 
forations 18 for the reception of draft-rods 19 
for connecting the draft-blocks at the ends of 
a car. The connecting-rods are provided at 
their outer ends with heads 20 for engaging 
shoulders formed by the laterally-extending 
lugs, and the inner ends of the rods 19 are 
shown) for enabling them to be readily ad 
justed. 
The draft-block is provided at opposite 

sides with exterior longitudinal grooves 21, 
located in advance of the shoulders of the 
lugs 17 and adapted to permit the rods to be 
readily introduced into and removed from the 
openings 18 of the lugs. 
The top of the draft-block is provided with 

suitable apertures 22 to lighten the construc 
tion, and the solid rear portion 23 is provided 
with a depression or recess 24 for the same 
purpose, and any other suitable openings or 
recesses may be formed in the block to re 
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duce the weight to the desired extent, and I 
desire it to be understood that these and simi 
lar changes in the form, proportion, size, and 
the minor details of construction within the 
scope of the appended claim may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of this invention. 
The draft - block is provided at opposite 

sides with vertical perforations for the recep 
tion of bolts for securing it to a car; but the 
bolts may be arranged in any other desired 
manner, and the number may be varied. 

It will be seen that the draft-block is ex 
ceedingly simple and inexpensive in con 
struction, that it is adapted to be readily ap 
plied to freight-cars and the like, and that it 
possesses great strength and durability, as it 
consists of a single piece of metal. 
What I claim is 
A draft-block designed to be secured to a 

car and provided at opposite sides with per 
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forated lugs and having a longitudinal open 
ing for the reception of the shank of a draw 
head, the opening at the front portion of the 
block being extended entirely through the 
same from the top to the bottom thereof and 
the rear portion of the opening terminating 
short of the top of the block and said block 
being provided at opposite sides with recesses 
for the reception of follower - plates, said 
block being also recessed at opposite sides of 
the front portion of the longitudinal opening 
to form shoulders for engaging a car, Substan 
tially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

THOMAS M. BAUGHAN. 
Witnesses: 

CHESLEY C. HERNDON, 
FRANK A. LUCAS. 
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